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„V The following Advertiſement is a 


Tranſlation of the French Preface of the 
Author himſelf. | 
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4 OT 2 the means of CONFtSSIONS of FAtTH, 
are ſo many 


Moderate, who, tho being lifted into thoſe Societies, have 


at it were, about him open Marks of Loyalty ; ſo, in 


. ous Leaders, uh make uſe of his Name, in order to u- 


 verſations, againſt the Abuſe of Confeſſions of Faith. 
- Wark ;. becauſe, meaning only to attack the late Mr. Gra- 


— — — 
D ‚ Omen 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Here is no Chriſtian, but what is bound in 
Duty to lift himſelf on one fide or other, in 
Dl 7.3) his preſent Controverſy. If my Lord Bi- 
56% of Bangor? Principles are true; all the 
Chriſtian Societies, which are united into a 


actions in the KinGDomM of CHRIST; 
and all thoſe Chriſtians, who believe according to theſe 
Confeſſions, believe according to another Goſpel, than 
that which hath been preach'd by J. C. and his Apoſtles. 

None ought to be excepted from that Number, but the 


nevertheleſs a Catholick Charity, and Faith; and look 

upon A L L other Chriſtians, who have no Error in Fun- 
entals, as Bretbren. © 

This hath induced the Author of this Eſſay to publiſh it. 

For, as, when there is a Rebellion 0n Foot, it is a Crime 

to be Neuter ; and as every Subject ought then to wear, 


this almoſt Univerſal Rebellion of Chriſt's SubjetFs, e- 
very Chriſtian ought to ſtand up for him, againſt the Facti- 


ſurp his Authority, and to exerciſe their Tyrauny in his 


Kingdom. 3 5 

Th Author hath not put his Name to his Book, becauſe 
it is ſo inconfiderable, that it could add no Weight to his 
Arguments ; and alſo becauſe it is ſufficiently known to 
thoſe for whom chiefly he wrote, and whom he hath had the 
unhappineſs to diſpleaſe, by ſpeaking freely, in private Con- 


He hath neither altered the Title, nor the Form of his 


verol's Principles, and not his Perſon, whoſe Piety be 
reverenced; he hopes that no one will accuſe him of quar- 
rel ling with the Dead. Some of his Brethren, who have 
all ſbeu d publickly their liking of them, will not perhaps, 
now be is Dead, think it below themſelves to examine gen 
d-new, and to ſay ſomething to this Anſwer. 71 > 4: 


The Subject is ſo important, that all Divines, of what + 
Denomi nation foever, who have at Heart the Intereſts of 
their Maſter, ought to exerciſe their Thoughts in this De- 
Late; and, if they find that my Lord Biſbop of Bangor's 
Sentiments are agreeable to the Goſpel, (as undoubtedly they 
will find them to be) both themſelves to renounce Eccleſia- 
ſtical Tyranny, and to ſet free thoſe who are committed to 
their Care, flow that flaviſh Attachment to them, in Pre- 
judice of that which they ought to have for Chriſt himſelf. 

And even ſince the Reſtoration of Letters in Europe, 
© and the happy Reformation of Religion in many Places ; 
© there have been, aud there are ſtill, ſo many different 
© Methods of teaching Divinity u ed, not onlyin the ſeveral 
© different Sefts, but in every indrvidual One of them; that, 
tone would think, it is no more the ſa:ne Science, but dif- 
© ferent and very oppoſite Sciences, which are taught in 
© them. In the midſt of ſo much Wrangling, what Par 
© ſhall we eſpouſe? Amongſt ſo many Teachers, whom ſhall 
© we chuſe for our Guide and Maſter * Every thing 
© being conſider d, nothing ſeems more adviſeable, than to 
« forſake thoſe generally troubled and muddy Streams, and 
© to go to the Fountain it ſelf : In a Word, without any 
© regard to Men, who are all liable to Error, to follow 
* him who is Truth. With what Face Chriſtians can 
© blame this Reſolution, I am not able to underſtand. For, 
© who being a Chriſtian, or calling himſelf ſo, can dare to 
© blame Chriſtians, for hearkening to Chriſt, and following 
© him? Turretin, Diſſertatio de Chriſto ' audiendo. 
'Th. 23 3 3 4. f 3 

* Ihat need is there of ſo many Arguments, ta convince 
* Chriſtians that Chriſt is their true and only Teacher ? Is 
not that very Name, into which they have been Bapti- 
© zed, is not the Name of Chriſtian Divinity, a — 
* Proof of that? Du may, if you pleaſe, liſt your 1 under 
© Lombardus, Scotus, Calvin, Luther. But, after 
yon have done this, do no more pretend to be calld a 
© Chriſtian ; vor to honour with the Name of Chriſtian, 
that Divinity which you make ſo much Noiſe about. 
« Idem, ibid. Th. 25. Pare 
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TREATISE 


ABUSE 6& 


In ANSWER to 


Mr. GRAVEROL 


O U allow your Readers, by e- 
ſpouſing the Words of Salvian, 
De Gubernatione Dei, lib. 4. the 
Liberty of cenſuring you: Nor 
refugio cenſuram tuam; and of 
condemning you, if what you 
write is not Truth: Condemna, 
i mentiar ; if you do not ſhew 
77 it to be agreeable to the holy 
Scriptures; condemna, fi id quod affero non etiam Srrip- 
turas Sacras dixiſſe probavero. I will make uſe of that 
Liberty : But I will do it with all the Moderation 
that becomes one, who values ſincerely your Pie- 
ty; and who is perſwaded that you have had no _ 
n- 
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„ 
intention, in publiſhing your Book, but to deſend 
the Truth, or (which comes to the ſame) what you 
have thought to be Truth ; 
We muſt firſt ſtate the Queſtion right. The fa- 

mous Sir Richard Steele, and his Annotator (not to 

mention the pious and learned Biſhop of Bangor) 
_ plead for Chriſtian Liberty, as they think; upon 
this Principle, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Maſter, 
the only King, the only Legiſlator of Chriſtians. 
They maintain that no Man, nor Aſſembly of Men, 
ought to Lord 1t over any other Chriſtians. They 
maintain that, all Men being Fallible, there is no 
Man, nor Aſſembly of Men, who can interpret the 
holy Scripture Infalliblyj; nor conſequently have a- 
ny Right to oblige indiſpenſably other Chriſtians 
to ſubmit to their Interpretations and Deciſions. 
They appear above all oftended to ſee, that the moſt 
Part of Proteſtant Communions, whilſt they are in 
Appearance renouncing that glorious Privilege of In- 
fallibility, nevertheleſs enjoy in effect all the Benefits 
of it, by ſetting up Confeſſions of Faith, the Belief 
of which, and the Subſcription to which they re- 
quire, under the Penalty of Excommunication. And 
this Conduct the above named Perſons look upon 
as an Uſurpation of the Authority of the only In- 
fallible Maſter, as Tyranny, as @ Remnant of 
the Romiſh Leproſy, (to uſe your own Words) of 
which, for that Reaſon, they think that. the moſt 
Part of Proteſtant Communions are not yet entirely 
cleanſed. | | 

The Queſtion here is Twofold. r. Whether it be 

very true in Fact, that this is the Method in the moſt 
Part of Proteſtant Communions ? 2. Whether, this 
1 made out, they can be juſtified as to 
this? | ; | 
There is no need at all to prove the Fact. You 
your ſelf obierve that all Sects have drawn up Con- 
Jeſſrons of Faith (p. 50.) It is by this Standard _ 
(#71 | | cy 
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they diſtinguiſh themſelves from Foreign . Communi- 
ant; (theſe are your own Words ;) as holding certain 
diſtinguiſhing Tenets, which thoſe others do not re- 
ceive, and eſteeming them leſs pure reſpeRively, 
upon that Account. Thoſe who are commiſſion d to in- 
the People are obliged to confirm the Authority, and 
Belief of theſe Articles, not only by their Preaching, but al- 
ſo by their Subſcription. Mpboſoever will behave himſelf o- 
therwiſe, and will diſturb the People by any Foreign Do- 
firine, ſhall be excommunicated. This Canon of the 
Church of Exgland you quote, p. 55. The ſame is 
practiſed in other Proteſtant Societies. The Paſtors 
are bound to teach according to their ſeveral Confel- 
fions of Faith. This Badge of Communion, as 
you call it, p. 49. is put into the Hands of the Faith- 
ful: and they are not accounted Members of that 
Communion, but as they adhere, either implicitly, 
or explicitly, to the Doctrine contain'd in them. 
From thence ariſe thoſe different Denominations of 
Lutherans, Calviniſts, Church of England-men, &c. For, 
as the Genus is determin'd to certain Species 
by its differences ; ſo is Chriſtianity in general to 
certain particular Sets, by Confeſſions of Faith. And 
what is obſervable is, that they condemn one ano- 
ther, in thoſe Points in which they differ. The Lu- 
theran condemns the Caluiniſt; the Church of England- 
man condemns the Presbyterian, &c. and every one, 
being wrapt up in his Confeſſion of Faith, takes 
his ownSe& to be the pureſt Part of Chriſtendom. It 
is therefore an undoubted Matter of Fact, not on- 
Iy that moſt of the Proteſtant Communions have 
Confeſſions of Faith, but alſo that they look upon 
them as Badges of Communion. ' | 
| Now, is it lawful to thoſe different Chriſtian So- 
cieties, to tye down thus their People and Paſtors 
to Articles and Confeſſions of Faith? Have they a 
Right to oblige the one and the others tounderſtand 
the Controverted Texts of Scripture, in that proces 
nie, 


li xs | | 
= 181 
i Senſe, which they have been pleas'd to fix in thoſe 
Confeſſions and Articles ? 8 
Tou take the Affirmative Part in your late Book, 
entitl'd, 4 Defence of the Reformed Religion, &c. but 
| give me leave to tell you, that you impoſe upon 
your Readers by this ſpecious Title. Ir is not at all 
| the Reform'd Religion, that you defend in it ; but the 
i Nou-Toleration of ſome Sects, which call themſelves 
» eform' d; the Schiſms by which they are divided; 
and Perſecution. For, all this neceſſarily follows from 
that — which you endeavour to eſtabliſh, viz. 
that the Church hath a Right to determine, which 
1s the true Senſe of the controverted Texts of Scrip- 
ture; and to oblige the People to ſubmit to its De- 
ciſions. You do not only not defend the Reformed 
Religion ; but you overthrow its very Foundation, 
by overthrowing the oppoſite Principle, upon which 
it ſtands, viz. the unqueſtionable Right all Chriſti- 
ſtians have to read the Scripture, and to uſe their 
own private Judgment, in order to underſtand it. So 
that, inſtead of entitling your Book, A Defence of 
the Reform'd Religion, you might, with much 
more Reaſon, have entitled it, The Authority of the 
Church aſſerted ; or better ſtill : 4 Defence of Prote- 
faut Popery This Expreſſion hath turned the Ammo- 
tator, who hath eſpous d it, into a falſe Convert, a Je- 
ſuit in diſguiſe, an Emiſſary of the Pope, a Libertine, a 
Socinian, &c. Nevertheleſs, if one narrowly conſi- 
ders it, he will find that it is very Juft, and very 
much to the Purpoſe. For, beſides that it contains 
this great Truth, v. that Non-tolerating Proteſtants, 
_ of all Communions, renounce Proteſtantiſm, without 
being aware of it; that Expreffion repreſents it tothe 
Mind in a lively Manner, and in ſuch a Manner, as 
may make Proteſtants aſhamed, of having, by a groſs 
Contradiction, reconciled and united Popery, i. . 
the thing in the World which they 9 
Re 
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elt Contempt and Hatred for, with the R 


F 1 
ligion.” And why have they done iſo? wiz. In or- 

der to be at Liberty to hate and perſecute one 
another upon Principle, and to treate one another 
in the very ſame Manner, as all of them are treated 
by Papiſts. 2 - 
Iwill 1ſt. juſtify this, and ſome other Equivalent 

Expreſſions of the Annorator. 2dly. I will examine 
the Arguments you offer in order to prove the Uſe- 
fulneſi, and even Neceſſity of « onfeſſions of Farth. 

Laſth, T will ſhew that the Paſſages of Scripture, 
which you quote, either prove nothing at all, . or 
prove the very contrary to what you intend. 1 
entitl'd this Book, The Abuſe of Confeſſions of Faith, 
&c. becauſe this Abuſe is the Source of all others; 

and becauſe, when this Foundation is overthrown, 

whatever you have built upon it will fall ro the 
Ground of its own accord. 


nn 


The FIRST PART. 


THE Annotator, after Sir Richard Steele, repreſents 
1 all our Sects, which are Ene mies to Toleration, 
under the Name of Proteſtant Popery. You ſay, Sir, 
that theſe Terms are incompatible. They are ſo, if you 
take the Word Popery in its moit extenſive Senſe, | 
iz. for that monſtrous Heap of impious and extra- 
vagant Tenets, of Superſtitious and Idolatrous Pra- 
A Aices, which are not only not eſpouſed by all Pro- 
eſtant Communions, but alſo poſitively rejected by 
Ithem, with Abhorrence and Deteſt ation. But if pu 
F take it in a more limited Signification, viz. fora Religi- 
on, which ſubſtitutes in the place of the infallible Au- 
thority of Chriſt ſpeaking in the Scripture, the falli- 
ble Authority of Men whoſoever they be, ſpeaking 
either in Articles and. Confeſſions of Faith, or in 
Bulls and Canons of Councils, (tor this does make 
no alteration at all in the Thing:) you will find af- 
B ter 


[ 10 
ter a little Conſideration, not only that theſe Terms 
are not incompatible; but that the Principles of 
* our Sectaries afford a viſible and eaſy Demonſtra- 
tion of their Compatibility, and even Fitneſs. For 
in what does Popery conſiſt? Is it not on the one 
| | Hand, in that uſurp'd Authority, which the Pope, 
1 or the Church of Rome, exerciſes over the Conſciences 
| of Men ; and on the other, in that baſe and ſhame- 
ful Submiſſion to it, which their Votaries pride 
© | themſelves in? Thoſe are much in the Right who 
| call this the Eſſence of Popery: For this is the Prin- 
1 ciple and Spring of all the Errors, either in Spe- 
| culation or Practice, of that Communion. If there- 
fore it be an undoubted Matter of Fact (as it cer- 
tainly is) that, in the moſt Part of Proteſtant Com- 
4 munions, the Leaders exerciſe over the People a 
like Authority; and that the People pay them a 
1 like Submiſſion; there will be no need of any fur- 
3 ther Enquiry; and Proteſtant Popen will be imme- 
1 diately found out. And why ſhould it not be al- 
J lowable, Sir, to point out the ſame thing, where , 
E | ever it is, by the ſame Name ? If the Name offends 
| you, the thing it ſelf ſhould much more do ſo: 
| And I wiſh to God that all of us Proteſtants would 
unite, in order to expell both, once for all, out of the 
Chriſtian World. 
But where are thoſe Proteſtant Communions, which 
4 fubſtiture in the place of the infallible Authority of 
- Chriſt ſpeaking in the Scripture, the Authority of falli- 
ble Men, ſpeaking in Confeſſions of Faith? Vas there 
eher any thing more Falſe and Slanderous advanc d? Do 
not the Right and Duty of reading the holy Scripture make 
up one of the Articles of our Confeſſions of Faith? (p. 50.) 
This is granted, Sir, and in this the Inconſiſtency 
of your Principles lies. The People indeed arc 
| told that they have a Right to read the holy Scripture ; 
. And more than that, the Duty of reading it is in- 


forc d upon them. They are entreated to try all 
| | Ings 
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Things and to hold faſt that which is good. But, after 
all, if one conſiders it carefully, he will find that 
this is a mere Compliment, that hath little Sinceri- 
ty in it. Tis true Men are told that they have a 
Right to read the holy Scripture: But that Right 
is limited immediately, and they are deprived of 
a good half of it, viz. the negative Vote; and no 
other Liberty is left ro them, but that of liking 
whatever hath been already determined. Let them 
make, if they dare, any other uſe of their Right ; 
it will be to their own Peril. The Obligation of 
reading the Scripture is indeed preſſed upon them: 
Bur firſt of all the e is determin'd in which 
they ſhall underſtand it; and this muſt always, in 
Points already ſettled, be according to the Confeſ- 
fions of Faith. They are exhorted to try ali Things ; 
but upon this Condition, which is always under- 
ſtood, that, after they have tried Things, they ſhall 
hold faſt, as Good, Sound, and Orthodox, nothing but 
what they are taught in Articles and Confeſſions 
of Faith. If they happen to Judge otherwiſe, and 
to be Audacious enough to declare openly that they 
do ſo; they are immediately branded with the Name 
of Heretick, and ſoon after Cenſured. I appeal here 
to your Conſcience, Sir, whether this be not ſo in Fact; 
and whether this be not to ſubſtitute in the place 
of the infallible Authority of Chriſt ſpeaking in 
Scripture, the fallible and uſurp'd Authority of Men, 
ſpeaking in Articles and Confeſſions of Faith. What 
does the Pope do more than this? Let it be ſaid 
to our Shame, he behaves himſelf more honeſtly 
than we do. He roundly ſets himſelf up in the 
room of Chriſt, and openly lords it over the Faith 
of Chriſtians. He firſt puts their Eyes out, and 
then tells them with a maſterly Tone; Te are Blind, 
let your ſelves be led entirely by Me. As for us we 
play it more dextrouſly upon our People, and we 


_ are more tender of them. Je have your Eyes, do we 
B 2 — 


ans, by Articles and Confeſſions of Faith, do all this: 


them the Liberty of underſtanding thoſe Texts in 


121 
rell them, make uſe 7 them; ſee ; bus remember, you 
wuſt ſee as we do ; and take heed not o preſume ſo much 

as to ſee better or further than we do. | 
2. The Annotaror goes beyond Sir R Steele, and 
calls Article and Creed-makers, Anti- ch iſts. This 
preſſion is perhaps too Sarcaſtical. It is not the 
right way to make Men ſenſible that they are in th 
wrong, to proyoke them, and to pur them in a Paſ- 
fion. Nevertheleſs, if this Expteſſion be duly con- 
ſider d, as overſtrained as it appears, it will be 
found true and juſt, keeping to the Rigour of its 
literal Signification, and even according to the 
common Acceptation of it amongſt our Sectaries. 
For what do they mean by the Name of Anti-chriſt? 
viz. One who behaves himſelf as if he were Chriſt ; 
who ſets himſelf up upon the Throne of Chriſt ; 
who lords it over the Faith and Conſciences of 
Chriſtians, as if they were his own Subjects. When 
therefore it appears that thoſe who intend to bind, 
and who actually do bind the Conſciences of Chriſti- 


Then, it will be alſo evident that they are Anti- 
chriſts, in the rigorous Senſe of that Word. Now, 
can it be denied that Creed-makers intend to bind 
the Conſciences of thoſe, for whom they make 
them? Nay, they do it actually, by impoſing the 
neceſſity of underſtanding the controverted Texts 
of Scriprure in that preciſe Senſe, which they have 
been pleaſed to fix upon them, in their Articles and 
Confeſſions of Faith. Apd they bind Men's Con- 
ſciences ſo effe&ually, that they take away from 


any other Senſe, under the Penalty of being cen- 
ſar'd, condemti d, and cut off from the Body of 
Chriſt, as Heathens and Publicans. Now I ask, Sir, 
whether to give to an human and fallible Interpre- 
tation of a Text in Scripture the ſame binding 
Force, which belongs to the Text it ſelf, be not to 


turn 
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turn the Interpretation. into a Law of Chriſt 2 I ask 
you, whether to make a Law of equal Authority 
with a Law of Chriſt, be not to carry one ſelf as 
Chriſt ; to ſet one ſelf upon the Throne of Chriſt; 
and to lord it over the Conſciences of Chriſt's Sub- 

jets ? Here you have again therefore the Anti. chri- 
| ſtiauiſm of thoſe, who cook up Articles and Confeſ 
ſions of Faith, well demanſtrated. 

And let it not be ſaid that we miſtake; and 
after all, that the Interpretation of a Text, or of à 
Law of Chriſt, is nothing ſtill but the Text, or the 
Law it ſelf, explain'd; that the Interpretation put 
upon it does alter neither; and therefore that it is 
the Text of Scripture, or the Law of Chriſt, which 
binds the Conſcience ſtill. For 1. either the Text 
is plain; (and all Proteſtants agree that it is ſo in 
all things Neceſſary and Fundamental;] and then 
there is no need at all of explaining it. And in- 
deed, conſidering that thoſe Gentlemen themſelves 
ſeem to ſend us back to the Text, as to the Rule, by 
which we are to judge of their Interpretation of 
it, they muſt think the Text plainer than their Inter- 
pretation it ſelf. Or the Text is obſcure; (as all 
the controverted Texts, are ;) and then it contains 
no ſuch Doctrine as is neceſſary, and whoſe expli- 
cite Belief is required. 2. To the end that ſuch an 
Article, or ſuch an Explication of an obſcure and 
controverted Text, might bind the Conſcience, it 
ought to be Infallible. Now how can an Explicati- 
on, given by fallible Men, who own themſelves to 
be ſo, be Infallible ? Suppoſe it to be erroneous; by 
obliging me to ſubſcribe to it, they oblige me to 
ſubſcribe to an Error. Suppoſe it to be right, is 
it not enough for me to know, that they may poſſi- 
bly haye been miſtaken, to hinder me from relying 
on their Deciſion, (tet jt be ſuppoſed never ſo true, 
with that full Aſſurance which Faith requires? 3. Far- 
ther {tull, * Exen ſuppoting dur Creed-makers were In- 

5-5 5 8 * . „ a 5 7 fallible ; 


1 iS 
fallible ; and fully ſatisfied that the Holy Ghoſt had 
reveald the true Senſe of a controverted Text, 
which they have ſettled in their Articles ; this Re- 
velation would be confin'd to their own Breaſts ; 
it could enlighten none, but themſelves : And, till 
it was well atteſted, it ought by no means to in- 
fluence me. And how atteſted ? Truly by no leſſer 
Proofs, than certain 'and unqueſtionable Miracles. 
Without this Outward and Divine Atteſtation, it 
would be Raſhneſs in me to receive their Interpteta- 
tion, as Divine and Infallible. It muſt be owned 
that a Syſtem built upon ſuch Principles is a true 
Chimera, and a heap of Contradi&ions. 

3. The Annotator accuſes the Leaders of moſt of 
the Proteſtant Communions of claiming the ſame A/- 
cendant ; and of having the ſame Spirit of Domination, 
Tricking, Animofity, Perſecution, which they condemn 
with Juſtice, ſays he, tho with Impudence, in Popery ; 
and which is, in his Opinion, the moſt odious, and on- 
ly inſupportable Thing in it. This is indeed a very 
heayy Charge ; but is it unjuſt? Is it calumnious, as 
you ſay it is? Is it not plain that the Leaders claim 
the ſame Aſcendant, by their very intending to bind 
the Conſciences of Men, and to tie them down by 
Articles of Faith of their own making; and that 
they ſhew themſelves poſſeſſed of the ſame Spirit of 
Domination, Animoſity, Perſecution, which they con- 
denm in Popery ? ] do not ſay with Impudence, becauſe 
this Expreſſion is reproachful, and ſeems to aim at 
| Perſons, rather than Principles: But after all, they do 
what they forbid and condemn. They ſay that it is 
not lawful for any one to attempr to teach any 
thing beſides what is writ ; and yet they do teach 
beſides what is writ, by ſetting up Human and Ar- 
bitrary Deciſions, which they make to Day, and 
will unmake to Morrow, for Articles of Faith. 
They ſay that it is not lawful to condemn the Servants 
of another Maſter , and yet they do condemn them : Nor 
| to 
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to perſecute ; and yet they do perſecute, no more in- 
deed by killing the Body; (every one abhors now a 
Days that bloody Do&rine ;) but by deſtroying, as 
much as lies in them, the Body and Sul in Hell. fire. 
In a Word, at the ſame time that they contend for 
Chriſtian Liberty, againſt Popery ; they uſe the ſame 
cruſhing Methods as Popery it ſelf, tho' they do not 
carry things quite to the ſame Extremities. There 
is good Reaſon therefore to deſire you, Sir, (you, 
I ſay, and thoſe Leaders whom you plead for,) to 
reconcile yourſelves with your ſelves. Would you 
adviſe thoſe Chriſtians, who have the Happineſs of 
having you for their Paſtor, to ſeek for the Form of 
found Words, which the Apoſtle enjoins to keep to, 
in the Tradition, 7. e. in the Writings of the Fa- 
thers, Canons of Councils, Creeds, Articles, Con- 
feſſions of Faith? 1 am ſure you would not. 
But you would undoubtedly dire& them to the 
Law and to the Teſtimony; and you would put 
them in mind of this Precept of our only good 
and infallible Maſter : Search the Scriptures; for 
in them ye think ye have eternal Life. But in good 
earneſt, is it not a jeſt to direct them to Scripture, 
as to the only Rule of Faith and Manners, by 
which they ought to judge of the Writings of the 
Fathers, Canons of Councils, Creeds, Articles, and 
Confeſſions of Faith; and to confine them at the 
ſame- time to ſuch an underſtanding of Scripture 
only, as is agreeable to that Tradition ? Is it not, 
to tell them at the ſame time that the Scripture is 
the Rule, and is not the Rule? Is it not, to take 
away from them with one Hand, what hath been 
the Minute before tendered to them with the other? 
And to allow them in Words a Right, which is ſaid 
to be unalienable and certain; and to rob them of 
it in Felt, by forbidding them to exerciſe and uſe 
it? If thoſe who do this, ſhould do it knowingly, 
and with a defign of cheating Mankind; I would 


461 
Hd moöre find fault with the Word, Trickiag, us'd 
dy the Aunotator. At leaſt it muſt be own'd, that, 
Were there ſuch a Deſign, it would be a Trick For, 
if we are ih earneſt, and far from all manner of 

faitd, wlſen we direct Chriſtians to Scripture, and 
xhort them to try all Things by it; we ought to 4l- 
Tow them withal an entire Liberty of following 
ttieir own Judgment. But we are very far from it. 

For, let a good Man, a ſincere, conſciencious, know- 
ing Man, fead the Scripture with all the Cate he is 
capable of; let him do it with never ſo good and ho- 
"weſt an Hedrt, and with a Mind never fo unpreju- 
dic'd ; let him be enflam'd with never fo ſincere 
a deſire of his eternal Salvation; and let him en- 
quire after the Will of God, in order to perform 
it: All this will not avail him at all. If he hap- 
Pens inluckily to differ from his Leaders in his 
Judgment ; arid if he underſtands any One contro- 
verted Text in any other Senſe, than that which 
they have ſettled in their Articles and Confſeſſions of 
Faith: this is enough: He will have no longer ei- 
ther Picty, or Learning; he will be an Hypocrite, 
'a raſh, proud Man, and a Heretick. And, in ſpite 
bf his Sincerity, which God and his Conſcience 
bear witneſs to in his own Breaſt, he will be black- 
en d, cenſur'd, -debarr'd, by a judicial and decreto- 
Ty Sentence, from Church-Communion, and cut off 
from all hopes to Salvation. There iz very good 
Reaſon therefore for accuſing the Leaders of moſt of 
the Proteſtant Communions, of claiming the ſame A- 
de ndant; Of being, poſſeſs d of the ſame Spirit of L omi- 
nation, &c. which they condemn in Popery. 5 
This Propoſition of the Annotator, viz. Non- To- 
Nation. is the only inſupportable Thing in Popery, 
Mtartled me at firſt, I confeſs, and appear'd as 
Tocking'to me, as it did to you. Nevertheleſs, 
if one gives himſelf the trouble of unravelling 
| 'the” meaning of this equivocal Word, Inſupportable, 
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it will be found that a good Conſtruction may be 
put upon it. We muſt therefore make uſe here 
of a Diſtinction. Non- Toleration is the only thing in- 
le in Popery, i. e. the only Thing, which can 
juſtly preclude it from a Civil Toleration : The Pro- 
poſition is true: Becauſe its non-tolerating and per- 
ſecuting Spirit is the only Thing, which makes 
that Religion an Enemy to States ; and becauſe 
its other Errors, how groſs ſoever, do not endan- 
ger the Publick Safety. A Jeu, a Mahometan, and a 
Pagan, are Tolerated : Why then ſhould not a tole- 
rating Papiſt be ſo likewiſe ? Non-Toleration is the on- 
Thing inſupportable in Popery, i. e. Non-Toleration 
alone does preclude it from a Religious and Eccleſia- 
flick Toleration; as if nothing elſe could give a right 
to exclude a Papiſt from the Fellowſhip of the viſi- 
ble Church; and as if, notwithſtanding his other 
Errors, and eſpecially his Idolatry, he ought to be 
look'd upon as a Fellow-Chriſtian, and made Par- 
taker of the Communion: The Propoſition is 
'falſe. For, what Part hath he that helieveth with an 
Infidel > And what Agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols? ... come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord. (2 Cor. vi. 15.) I will own 


that it is probable the Annotator meant the Propo- 
ſition in this laſt Senſe; conſidering that he ex- 
; tends Eccleſiaſtical Toleration even to Socinians, 


Arians, and Quakers. But he is not defenſible in this. 
uſe it is not lawful to exclude ſuch Chriſtians, 
as retain the Foundation, it does not follow that 
thoſe who overthrow and reject it, ought to be ad- 
mitted. Let us proceed now to examine the Argu- 
ments you alledge, in order to prove the Ufefulneſs 


and Neceſſity of Confeſſions of Faith. 


C 


PP or 
* . ͤ — —— — 


$2. 
The SzconD PART 


TE was not to the Purpoſe, Sir, to prove at large, 
as you do, p. 19, That it is poſſible to make Cane 
ions of Faith, Who can deny that; ſince there are 
ſo many of all ſorts already made? Every private 
Perſon has, without doubt, the Liberty of making 
for Himſelf an Abridgment of the principal Points 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine. And different Societies 
of Chriſtians may alſo, with one common Conſent, 
make Confeſſions of Faith, whenever they judge it 
proper ſo to do; whether it be to teſtify their U- 
nion with other Churches in the eſſential and funda- 
mental Points, or to juſtify themſelves from the Er- 
rors imputed to them, or of which they are ſuſ- 
pected : And 'tis with this View that the Armini- 
ans declare they have publiſh'd theirs. Therefore the 
lawful uſe of Confeſſions of Faith is not the Thing 
 complain'd of, but the Abuſe. Thoſe Proteſtants are 
exclaim'd againſt, who make uſe of them, tho' not 
deſignedly, (God forbid we ſhould charge them with 
ſo Criminal a Deſign!) to oppreſs Chriſtian Liberty. 
I am ſorry, Sir, that you are of this Number, and 
that you plead with ſo much Zeal for ſo evident 
-an Abuſe. It is certainly becauſe you have not ſeen 
the ſad Conſequences of it. But be that as it will; 
let us examine the Reaſons you give. | 
„Fit is poſſible to Extract from the Books of the 0. 
and N. Teſtament an Abridgment of the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, why ſhould it not be done? Why ſhould not this 
Seal of their Communion be put into Mens Hands ? 
1. How can Confeſſions of Faith be called th: 
Seal of the Communion of the Faithful? Theſe are 
Terms, Sir, more Incompatible, without Compari- 
ſon, than thoſe of Proteſtant Popery, Let us begin 
by defining them. 1. All thoſe are called faithful, 


awho know God; who obey the Goſpel of his Son; _ 
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who with a 7 Heart call upon the Lord 2. The 
Communion of the Faithful is that mutual Union, 
which unites them amongſt themſelves, and with 
J. C. which conſtitutes them one Body, and one Mind 
with him, as alſo they are called to one Hope of their 
WVcation ; which makes that they have but one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and in all. 3. The Seal of the Commu- 
nion of the Faithful is that Bond, or Knot, which u- 


nites them in all theſe Reſpects, and which ſtrength- 


ens this Union. And this Bond is none other than 
the holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of J. C. 
by which we are ſealed for · the Day of Redemption. 
Theſe are Scripture Definitions ; let us apply them 
to Confeſſions of Faith. 1. Do they extend to all 
the Faithful, to all thoſe who profeſs to believe in 
J. C. and to conduct themſelves by his Word? Ic 
is plain they do not. They do not extend (at leaſt in 
Regard to the Points they differ in) but to the ſmall 
Number of. thoſe, who profeſs themſelves Members 
of theſe different Communions reſpeRively. 2. Do 
they unite the Faithful amongſt themſelves, and 
with J. C? Do they make them one Boch, aud one 
Mind with him, as being alſo called to one Hope of their 
Pocation ? It is plain they do not. On the contrary, 
they divide them into different Bodies ; or rather 
they tear to Pieces the Body of J. C. which is one, 
by that great Number of ſcandalous Schiſms, of 
which they are the immediate Cauſe and Occalion, 
Inſtead of uniting them in the ſame Spirit, which is 
the Spirit. of Peace; they excite Fealoufier, Quar- 
reln and Diviſions, among them; inſomuch that thoſe 
divided Chriſtians are not to be look d upon as Spi- 
ritual, but as Carnal, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Inſtead of uni- 
ting them in one Hope of their Vocation; they are the 
Cauſe that they Anathematize, and damn one an- 
other; as if there were neither Church, nor Salva- 
tion, except in that little Sect, to which they have 
=_—_ join ꝗ 
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join'd themſelves. Inſtead of owning altogether 


J. C. as their only Lord, their only Maſter, and their 


only King; by this very thing that they profeſs to 
belicve — to theſe Conſeſions = Faith, 
they transfer all theſe Titles, or (what is ſtill worſe) 
all the Prerogatives expreſs'd by theſe Titles, to 
Men as Fallible as they themſelves are. They u- 
nite them ſo little in one Baptiſm, that ſome of theſe 
Sectariſts (the rigid Epiſcopalians, for inſtance, 
in whoſe Favour you write) deny the Validity of 
the Baptiſm which is conferred in the greateſt Part of 
the Reform'd Churches, which they look upon as 
being without Heads, and as. actually depriv'd of the 
Miniſtry, the Sacraments, and of all the Means of 
Salvation. In ſhort, they unite them ſo little in 
the Knowledge of one God and Father of all, that, 
by depriving them of Charity, without which God 
cannot be known, as he ought to be, in order to Sal- 
vation, they deprive them alſo of the ſaving Know- 
ledge of God: For he that is void of Love hath not 
known God. 3. This Term of Kal of the Communion, 
properly ſpeaking, agrees only to the Sacraments, 
or rather to the Holy Ghoſt, who, by Occaſion of 
the Sacraments, operates in the Souls of the 


Faithful, and forms amongſt them all thoſe Bonds 


that we have been ſpeaking of. But this agrees ſo 


little to Confeſſions of Faith, that, on the contrary, 


they ſerve only to break, or at leaſt to weaken, theſe 
Bonds. And if they are Seals, they are Seals of 
Faction, and Diforder, which Seal Schiſms, and 
which will make them perpetual, except God in- 
terpoſes. | 

But 1 take theſe Terms of Communion of the Faith- 


ful, in a Senſe more Extenſive than you; and thus 


my Argument proves too much. Not at all, Sir. 
My Argument only proves that you ought not to 
take them in a limited Senſe ; at leaſt that you 


ſhould. not have ſuppoſed that there was no Car- 


munion 
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nunion of the Paithful, but in ſome one of thoſe ſe: 
parate Societies, to the Excluſion of all others. A 
Suppoſition not only abſurd, but contradictory to 
this Article of the Creed; I believe the Communion 
of Saints. This will appear more clearly in diſ- 
cuſſing the following Propoſition, which is only an 
Explication of this. | | 
2. Why ſhould Men be deprived (you ſay ) of this 
eaſy Method of preſerving the Unity of the "Spirit amongſt 
themſelves in the Bond of Peace? 1. This is not fo 
eaſy a Method, as you ſay it is, tho we ſhould 
ſuppoſe it ſupported by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; 
ſince you agree that all that together is hardh ſuf- 
ficient to prevent the Diforders, which ariſe from the Dif. 
ferences, that ſpring up in the Church in Reſpet# 10 Faith 
and Morſpip. But I paſs over thefe Frifles. 2. I 
ſappoſe that this, and the precedent Propoſition, 
ought to be nnderftood in a limited Senſe. It may 
then be reduced to this : Confeffions of Faith are 
an eafy Methed of preferving the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace, amongft the Members of 
the fame Societies, who reſpectirely receive theſe 
Confeſſions of Faith; that is to fay, they are an 
eaſy Method of keeping the Lusherau united with 
the Lutheran, the Calviniſt with the Calviniſt, the 
Church of England-man with the Church of England- 
man, the Presbyterian with the Prezbyterian. This in- 
deed is true: But are they alſo an eaſy Means of 
uniting the Lutheran with the Calviniff, or the Pres- 
pies with the Members of the Church of England? 
n the contraty, are they not the actual Reaſon of 
their Separation and Diviſions? But, I ask you, | 
Sit, was it the Intention of }. C. in giving the | 
Goſpel of Peace, from which every Se& boaſts that 
they have faithfully extracted their ſeveral Confeſ- 
ſions of Faith, to divide thoſe who equally profefs 
to believe in this Goſpel > Did he not come into 
tie World, te reroncile all ume God in one Body h = 
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Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity thereby > Was it his De- 
ſign, that every Chriſtian Society ſhould incloſe it 
ſelf in the open Field of his Church, that it ſhould 
there fortify, intrench, and defend it ſelf from, and 
againſt, all? Was it his Intention that his Kingdom, 
compoſed of all theſe Societies, ſhould be à Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf ? Was it his Intention, in gi- 
ving Paſtors to his Church for the aſſembling of the 
Saints, that theſe ſame Paſtors ſhould divide the 
Saints? It would be too groſs, and too abſurd, 
ro anſwer. affirmatively to all theſe Queſtions. 
But Confeſſions of Faith keep up nevertheleſs an U- 
nity among Members of the ſame Communion. I 
grant it: But tis an Union of Faftious Chriſtians, 
who, in uniting themſelves, divide the Kingdom of 

C. and tear his Body to Pieces. Good God, what 
Unity of the Spirit! what Bonds of Peace! what 


Seals of Communion ! and what an Account will 


theſe factious Leaders have to give to J. C. when at 
the laſt Day he ſhall come to Judge the Secrets of 
Men ! This is ſufficient, I believe, Sir, to convince 
you that you ought not to take thoſe Terms of Seals 


F Communion, in a limited Senſe. 


3. You add, that Confeſſions of Faith are a ſmall 
Abridgment of the Chriſtian Faith, which Fathers, Mo- 
thers, and Tutors, may very profitably make uſe of, in or- 
der to educate Children in the Kuowledge of God, and the 
Myſteries of his Word. In this, Sir, I diſagree with 
you alſo. For this Method is not ſo proper as you 
ſay it is, for this End; and it is an the contrary 
liable to a great many Inconveniences. Be you your 


ſelf the Judge. 

Firſt Inconvenience. Confeſſions of Faith can 
only produce an implicit and human Faith in Chil- 
dren. We often laugh at the ridiculous Credulity 
of the Papiſts, who have no other Faith, as we ſay, 


than that of their Prieſts, and who believe nothing 


but what the Church believes, and becayfe the m—_— 


TT 
believe it. And in this we are in the right: But 
does not the moſt Part of Proteſtants (as well the * 
Adult as Children) do the ſame Thing, without be- 
ing aware of it? Provided that the Word of God be 
named with an Emphaſis, (ſays the Biſhop of Meausx) 
and ſome Paſſage of it be thrown out at raudom, they 
think they have acted agreeably to the Profeſſion they have 
made, of believing only upon the Authority of the Scripture. 
And the People, dazzled with theſe magnificent Promiſes, 
are not ſenſible that they are governd by the Autho- 
rity of the Miniſters, tho, in truth, they are deter- 
mined only by that. It happens indeed juſt ſo in Fact, 
as this Hiſtorian reports it. | 
To believe with an implicit Faith, or to believe 
what the Church believes, becauſe the Church believes it, is 
not, as many imagine, to receive in a lump, and 
without a diſtin& Knowledge, whatever the Church 
propoſes as a Matter of Faith. That is impoſlible, 
and implies a Contradiction in the very Terms; be- 
cauſe one cannot believe what one knows nothing 
of: But it is to receive, after ſufficient Inſtruction 
and Knowledge, what the Church propoſes for 
your Belief, becauſe ſhe propoſes it, and out of 
deference to her Teſtimony. Thus 'tis the Motive 
that charaRerizes and ſpecifies Faith. If this Mo- 
tive be the Teſtimony of God ſpeaking in his if 
Word; tis then an explicit Faith, a. Divine Faith. Il 
If this Motive, on the contrary, be the Teſtimony 1 
of the Church, ſpeaking either in Bulls, or in the | 
Canons of Councils, or in Articles, and Confeſſions 
of Faith, tis then an implicit and human Faith. | 
Now this being laid down: Whether it be a Pro- | 
teſtant, or Popiſh Confeſſion of Faith, which Fa- [1 
thers, Mothers, or Maſters, make uſe of, to inſtru& 
Children in Religion, it is plain that nothing is 
changed, in reſpe& to the Motive. How different 
ſoever theſe Confeſſions of Faith may otherwiſe be, 
with reſpect to the Doctrine they contain, tis al- 
7 ways 
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ways the ſame Motive which determines theſe Chil- 
dren to believe, viz. the Teſtimony of the Church. 
If *ris a Proteſtant Church that (ſpeaks in a Protc- 
Rant: Confeſſion of Faith, tis then the Teſtimony 
of the Proteſtant: Church that . determines their Be- 
lief. If it be the Roman Cathbolick Church that 
ſpeaks in a Popiſhi Confeſſion of Faith, tis then 
the Teſtimony of that Church which determines 
their Belief. But in each of theſe Caſes, they be- 
lieve what the Church believes, only becauſe ſhe be- 
lieves it. They have neither of them any Other 
than an uman and implicit "Faith, and there is no 
difference, but in Name. 
But there is this Difference, - that Proteſtant Chil- 
dren are ſent back to Scripture. (p.-50:) Is not the 
Right and Obligation to read it an Article of our Con- 
feſſions of Faith > Have we not talen Care to inſert in 
the Margin Proofs-of all our Articles drawn from that 
holy Book, that our People may confront the Dotdrine 
tue advance, ' with that which ue have receiv d from God? 
I grant it, Sir, but I maintain at the ſame time that, 
ſuppoſing the Abaſe of Confeflions of Faith, of 
which- we complain, this Remedy, which, without 
that, would be Infallible, becomes #ſeleſs to the 

eateſt Part, and impracticablo to all, at leaſt in re- 
pect to controverted Points. —_ 
I ſay. 1 Uſeleſs to che greateſt: Part. We have al. 
ready ſhewn that Children, who have been no o- 
therwiſe inſtructed in Religion than by Confeſſions 
of Faith, have only an human and uſeleſs Faith. 
The Thing in Queſtion then is to know, whether, 
if they read the Scripture in a more advanced Age, 
this human and implicit Fuitb will change it ſelf in- 
to an explicit and Divine Faith. 
lou will readily grant, that this Change is not 
made in Popiſh Children, who read the Scripture: 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe they read it with the 


Eyes of the Church; i. e. becauſej they implicitly — 
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mitting themſelves to the Deciſions and Interpre- 
ations of the Church, in things obſcure, where the 
-nſe of the Scripture is diſputed, they never fail 
to embrace the Senſe determined by the Church; 
and, in evident Things, where the Senſe appears 
at firſt View, they only confirm themſelves in the 
Faith of the Church. So that, having in all Things; 
and always, the ſame formal Reaſon of believing, 
viz, the Teſtimony of the Church, their Faith 1s al- 
ſo, conſtantly and in every Thing, the Faith of the 
Cyurch ; an human and implicit Faith. 7 
This ſhows by the by, that the Pope now reign- 
ing, who, according to our laſt Advices, ſeems diſ- 
poſed to grant the Laity in France the Liberty of 


- reading the Scriptures, takes the right Method in that. 


Probably he lik d the Advice of Sir R. Steele. And 
indeed, let the Laity read the Scripture, or not; eve- 
ry Thing will ſtill continue in the ſame Track, and 
he will not be leſs a King in his Kingdom. Whilſt 
his Subjects acknowledge him the Interpreter of 
Scripture, and the Judge of Controverſies, he will 
always be, as he was before, the Legi/lator, or at 
leaſt he will have an Authocity equal to thar of the 
Legiſlator ; with this further Advantage, that, by 
leaving to the People a Shadow of Liberty, he 
will exerciſe his Deſpotick and Tytannical Power 
dyer them with more Security. 4 
But let us return to Proteſtant Children. In 
reading the Scripture, do they change their firlt nn 
Plicit Faith into an explicit one? I anſwer, that that 
depends upon the Diſpoſitions they bring with them. 
We muſt diſtinguiſh then. It cannot be denied but 
they have this Prejudice, as well as Popiſh Children, 


that their Church is the pureſt Part of Chriſtendom; 


that the Doctrine of their Confeſſion of Faith is 
faithſully copied after that of J. C. and is the Quin- 


teſſence of his Goſpel ; that one cannot deviate 
from it, without making Shipwreck of his Faith, or 
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at leaſt without erring groſly. They bring with 
them then to the reading of Scripture a Prejudice 


perfectly alike to that of Popiſh Children. And 


what is the Event? They read it, like Popiſh Chil- 


dren, with the Eyes of their Church; and, in ob- 


ſcure Matters, being carried away with the Force 
of Prejudice, they eſpouſe the Senſe of their Church. 
And in Things that are clear and evident, Prejudice 
ſtill influences them; and they confirm themſelves 
in their firſt Belief, out of the ſame Motive which 
firſt led them to that Belief. And if ſo, does not 
this Conſequence flow from it. wiz. that they be- 
lieve ſtill what the Church believes, becauſe the 
Church believes it; and that, having not chang'd 
the Motive of their Faith, they till retain their 
firſt implicit and human Faith. 

If we have a mind to be convinced of this by 
Experience, let any one take three Children of three 


different Communions, the one Papiſt, the other 


Lutheran, and the 3d Calviniſt. And let them read 
the Chapters of the Goſpel where the Inſtitution of 
the Lord's Supper is mention d. I lay it down as 
a Fact, that, in theſe Words, This is my Body, the Pa- 
piſs will immediately find the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation; the Lutheran, that of Impanation, or of 
the real Preſence in the Bread, and under the Bread; 
the Calviniſt, that of Preſence by Virtue and Efficacy. 
Whence come theſe Differences, I pray, but from Con- 
feſſions of Faith, from which we are to ſuppoſe that 
theſe Children took their tirſt Leſſons of Religion; 
and that cach of them, following the Bent of his 
Prejudice, reads the Scripture with the Eyes of his 
Church? This is the great Inconvenience we ſpeak 
of, an Inconvenience ſo great, that it is almoſt re- 
medileſs. For, ſuch is the Force of the Prejudice 


of Education, that Men of Knowledge, and firong 
Heads in other Reſpects, tho' Sincere and Judic1- 


ous, find all their Life-time monſtrous Abſurditics 
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in Scripture, ſor this only Reaſon, becauſe their 
Church has found them there, and that ſhe has con- 
ſecrated them, and that their Fathers and Mothers 
have educated them in that Faith. Witneſs that 
Diſgrace to human Reaſon, Tranſubſtantiation, ſin- 
cerely believ d by the Arnauds, the Queſnels, and ſo 
many other Shining Lights of the Church of France. 
I have ſaid that this Remedy (the reading the Scrip- 
ture) is uſeleſs to the greateſt Part; becauſe it proves 
Dea to a {mall Number, the 
leaſt without Compariſon, z.e. to thoſe (whether Chil- 
dren or Adult) who have the noble Boldneſs to ac- 
knowledge no one for their Maſter, but J. C. alone, 
ſpeaking in his Word, Being ſatisfied that this Di- 
vine Word is the only Rule of the Chriſtian's Faith; 
and that neither Antiquity, nor Cuſtoms, nor Tudgments, 
nor Sentences, nor Edits, nor Decrees, nor Councils, nor 
Vifions, nor Miracles, ought to be oppoſed to this Rule; 
(Confeſſions of Faith of the French Churches, Art. 5:) 
They meaſure every Thing by this Rule, and com- 
pare every Thing with it, not excepting even the 
firſt Notions of Religion, which their Fathers, Mo- 


effectual only in Re 
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thers, and Maſters, have taught them; and are e- 
qually diſpoſed either to change them, if, after 2 


ſerious and exact Enquiry, they find them contrary 


to that Rule, or to retain them, and to adhere 


to them, if they find them conformable to ir. 


With this View, they ſearch the Scriptures daily 
whether thoſe Things be ſo; they do not receive the 
Teſtimony of the Church, till they are convinced 
that it agrees with that of J. C. and, in Caſe they 
agree, it is not out of Deference to the Church 
that they believe, but out of Deference to the Te- 
ſtimony of the only faithful and infallille Witneſs. 
Now, ſay they to the Church, (as the Inhabitants of 


Sichar ſaid to the Woman of Samaria) we believe not 


becauſe 
and en 


of thy ſaying ; for we have heard him our ſelves, 


ow that this is indeed the Chrift, the Saviour of 
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the World, John iv. 42. Thus, by changing the Motive 
of their Faith, they change that Faith, which wag 
only human and implicit, into a divine and explicit 
Faith, which ALONE can ſave their Souls, 
2 U have added in the ſecond Place, that, ſuppo- 
ſing the Uſe, or rather the Abuſe, that is made of 
Confeſſions of Faith, this Remedy becomes impra- 
ficable in Reſpect to all, at leaſt in controverted 
Points. This Propoſition proves it ſelf. We need only 
unfold the Terms, and put the Ideas together which 
they repreſent, to be convinc'd of this. The In- 
convenience in Queſtion is an implicit Faith, com- 
mon to all thoſe who have taken their Notions of 
Religion from Confeſſions of Faith. The way to 
remedy this Ipconvenience is, as they ſay, to read 
the holy Scripture. This is very well : Bur is this 
a practicable Remedy, the Abuſe of Confeſſions of 
Faith being once ſuppoſed ? That it ſhould be ſo, 
it is neceſſary that, at the ſame Time 1 am ſent 
back to the Scriptures, I ſhould have the entire Li- 
| berty of Judging for my ſelf ; and be permitted, 
after a ſerious and conſciencious Enquiry, to under- 
Band the controverted Texts in that Senſe and 
Meaning, which to me moſt probably appears to have 
been that of the H. Ghoſt, But this is a Liberty 1 
am not indulg d, I am tied down by my Confeſſion 
of Faith, the Compilers of which have already 
Judged, both for themſelves, and me; and made 
the Article a neceſſary indiſpenſable Condition of 
CTommunion. In a Word, it is no longer in my 
| Power to underſtand thoſe controverted Texts in 
any other Senſe, than that which the Church has 
already determin'd to be the true one. Neyerthe- 
leſs, Read the Scripture, That is right. But, when 
I ſhall have read it, and read it again a Hundred 
times over, fo long as I am obliged to read it with 
the Eyes of my+Church, I ſhall neyer change my 


firlt implicit Faith into an explicit one. Why? Be- 
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cauſe that, in reading it, I ſhall always implicitly 
adhere to the Faith of my Church; and conſequent: 
ly ſhall always believe what the Church believes, be- 
cauſe the Church believes it. Now, methinks, a Re- 
medy may well be call'd impratiicable in Reſpe& ta | 
me, when, having that Remedy, I have not at the 
ſame time the Liberty of applying it, in that Man- 
ner, which alone is capable -, producing its Effect. 
And it ſignifies nothing to ſay, that by adher- 
ing, after Examination, to the Senſe of Scripture, 
as explained and determined by the Articles, I ſhall 
find the Remedy in Queſtion. I ſhall not find it 
at all. 
1. Becauſe in this Caſe, I claim my Liberty, and 
make my ſelf Judge of my own Confeſſion of Faith: 
Which is againſt the Suppoſition, and the Intention of 
thoſe who impoſe it upon me as a Seal of Communion. 
2. Becauſe that, in adhering thus to the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, as explained and determin'd by the Article, T 
run the risk of adhering to an Error. This is not 
impoſſible, and actually happens to a Lutheran, who, 
in examining the Doctrine of his Confeſſion of Faith 
by Scripture, determines to believe that theſe Words, 
This is my Body, ſignify, both according to the Do- 
ctrine of his Confeſſion of Faith, and of Scripture; 
This Bread really and ſubſtantially contains my Body. 
This Example proves morcover the Raſhneſs of 
thoſe who make theſe Deciſions, and the Danger to 
which They expoſe themſelves who ſubmit to them. 
A Second Inconvenience, which ariſes from the 
Firſt, is, that (whether Children, or Adult) They 
are not Chriſtians, whilſt they have only this human 
and implicit Faith. This poſſibly may appear to ſome 
a terrible Paradox; and in Effect it is one, and more 
terrible than they imagine it to be. But it is never 
the leſs true, and never the leſs Evangelical for that: 
for, the Goſpel, in ſo many Words, aſſures us of it. 
J. They alone who are neu Creatures in Chriſt, — 
ave 


ls ho 
have the Spirit of J. C. dwelling in them, and who by 
this Spirit mortify the Deeds of the Body ; they alone 
are Chriſtians, in the ſtri& and proper Senſe of this 
Term. Now, they, who as yet have only an impli. 
cit Faith, are not yet new Creatures in Chriſt, have 
not yet the Spirit of J. C. dwelling in them, do not 
mortify by his Spirit the Deeds of their Body. There- 
fore they are not yet Chriſtians, in the ſtri& and 
proper Senſe of-this Term. All the Propoſitions of 
this Syllogiſm are clear, and ſo many Principles of 
Faith. | | 
The Major is clear, becauſe that, altho' thoſe'are 
called Chriſtians, who profeſs to believe in J. C. whilſt 
they deny him by their Works, yet in Reality they 
are not Chriſtians. They are indeed in the Field of 
the Church, but are there like Tares, ſow'd by the 
evil One. They are indecd in the Net of Peter, and 
of the Apoſtles ; but they are there as bad Fiſh, ming- 
led with the good, till the time of Separation. They 
are indeed Members of the wvifible Church, but not 
of the inviſible one, nor of the Body of the Elect, 
nor of the Communion of Saints. In a Word, they 
| bave not the Spirit of J. C. and conſequently do not 
belong to him. | | | | 
The Minor 1s evident, becauſe that, when the 
Scripture ſays of Faith that it purifles the Heart, that 
it is the Victory which overcometh the Morld, that it 
juſtiſies, ſanctiſies, and ſaves thoſe that are in J. C. 
an explicit and divine Faith muſt be underſtood ; 
for, that alone embraces the Promiſes of God from 
the bare Motive of his Veracity : and implicit Faith 
has none of theſe Effects, becauſe the Promiſes of 
God are not made to that ſort of Faith. 
The Conſequence is clear, becauſe it is deduced ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Form of Reaſoning. A 
2. What now follows ? But that, nor being Chri- 
ſtians, in the ſtri& and proper Senſe of that Term, 
they do not live like Chriſtians, but on the contra- 
| ry 
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ry diſhonour that holy Profeſſion by living like Hea- 
thens. It is matter of Fact that Chriſtians are, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, as corrupt in their Manners, as 
the Mahometans and Pagans. If there be any Dif- 
ference, it is to the diſadvantage of Chriſtians, 
in the Opinion of thoſe, who, after Examination, 
have made the Compariſon. But, let us enquire 
whence ſo ſtrange a Conformity, which does ſo lit- 
tle Honour to the Chriſtian Religion, can ariſe? 
Is it becauſe the Law of J. C. has left Men under 
the ſame Incapacity of doing what is Good, as 
whilſt they were under the Law of Nature, or under 
that of Moſes ? No, without doubt. The Goſpel has 
always been, and ſtill is, and will be for ever, the 
Power of God unto Salvation to every one that believeth. 
But it is becauſe the greateſt Part of Chriſtians 
do not believe ſincerely. What they commonly 
call Faith, is, in Reality, nothing but a confuſed and 
general Opinion, which ariſes leſs from Choice and Con- 
viction, than from the Prejudices of Cuſtom and E- 
ducation; and can no wiſe be called a true Perſuaſion, 
or a divine Faith. Tf it was, it would penetrate 
their whole Soul, it would regenerate and ſanctify 
them, and raiſe them above the World; and that, 
as Infallibly, as it is certain that God is Faithful 
and Almighty. But, at preſent, it neither ſanctiſies, 
regenerates, nor raiſes Men above the World : And 
the Condu& of Chriſtians is ſo univerſally ſcan- 
dalous, and crying, that, to view Chriſtianity on 
that ſide, there would be Reaſon to conclude, that 
it is only a new Paganiſm under another Name. 
This has been a conſtant Complaint, you will ſay, 
in all Ages; but when will it be remedied ? When 
Chriſtians ſincerely believe the Goſpel; and, inſtead 
of acknowledging ſeveral Maſters, hearken to J. C. 
alone, and acknowledge him alone for their Maſter ; 
When the Church Repreſentative, or the Paſtors, ſhall 
give the People the pure Word of God, inſtead of 
| their 
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their Gloſſes, all interwoven with unintelligible Term. 
of Art ; when, inſtead of recommending to Men fal- 


lible Explications of Chriſt's Laws, they ſhall recom- 
mend to them the very Laws themſelves, and ſend 


them to that divine Code, where they are collected 


and writ down by the Holy Ghoſt ; and ſhall make 
them read the Promiſes of God in the original Con. 
tract wherein they are contain d; and ſhall point out 
to them the Conditions to which are annex d: In 
ſhort, when they ſhall bring Men to the Faith, by 
the convincing Methods of Reaſon and Perſuaſion. 
After all, this is the only Foundation of the Chri- 
ſtian Edifige ; and if this be not firſt laid, it is in 
vain for Miniſters to make a Noiſe, to beat the Cu- 
ſhion, and to preach themſelves out of Breath, and 
to preſs the ſeveral Duties of Chriſtian Morality 
one by one: For, they will only beat the Air, 
and looſe their Labour. Before all Things, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that the Heart be purified by Faith; 
after which, Sanctification will follow of it ſelf ; and 
they will diligently ſtrive to add Virtue to it, and 


to Virtue Knowledge, and to Knowledge Patience, &c. 


becauſe, having then the Principle of all Ver- 
tues, they will exert themſelves, and grow ſtrong- 
er and ſtronger, thro' the whole Courſe of a truly 
Chriſtian Life. Oh! if theſe Maxims were once 
received, and ſincerely praQis'd, the whole Face of 
Chriſtendem would ſoon be changd. God would put 
his Laws into our Mind, and write them in our Heants ; 
he wou'd dwell in the midſt of us. He would walk 
there, he would be our God, and we ſhould bc 
his People, and Jeſus Chriſt would reign. O Glori- 


ons and long expected Reign, when wilt thou come? 


A Third Inconvenience is, that Children, by 
learning their Religion from Confeſſions of Faith, 


prejudice themſelves againſt all thoſe Chriſtians that 


follow a Religion different from theirs. 


And 


2 . 
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And thus this Prejudice is formed. Fathers, 
| Mothers, and Maſters, have a great Opinion of 
their Confeſſion of Faith. They look upon it as 
a faithfuf Exttact from the Goſpel. And this is 
rrue, in reſpe& to uncontroverted, and funda- 
mental Points, common to all Se&s of Chriſtians, 
and to Articles evidently delivered in Scripture, 
which conſtitute the Effence of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and which have been believed by all Chriſtians in 
all Places, and æt all Times. But as they do not 
give themſelves the trouble of diſtinguiſhing, they 
confound doubtſul and controverted Articles with thoſe 
that are fundamental, ſuch as are not clearly laid 
down in Scripture, and no ways conſtitute the Ef- 
ſence of Chriſtianity, and have not been believ'd by 
all Chriſtians in all Times and in all Places. Phey 
make up of all theſe Articles one Body, and Sy- 
ſtem of Religion, which to them appears equally 
neceſlary to be belicv'd in all its Parts. 5 
It is eaffly to be imagined that Children judge of 
all theſe Things, as their Fathers, Mothers, or Maſters, 
do. They look upon their Confeſſion of Faith, as an 
Abridgntent of the Goſpel, as well as their Teachers. 
They make no diſtinction: They receive in a Lump 
all theſe Articles, whether Fundamental or not; in 
the ſame Manner, and from the ſame Motive, be- 
cauſe the Church believes them, and propoſes them 
to their Belief. Every thing appears equally eſſen- 
tial to them. If they make any Difference, it is 
this, that, as they obſerre that in all thoſe Leſſons 
of Religion that are given them, the controverted 
Articles are chiefly inſiſted on, ſo they do look 
upon them as moſt necęſſary, and molt eſſential. 
And how can they judge otherwiſe, when they are 
taught by thoſe, who are beſt exerciſed in theſe 
forty of * and who have moſt Zeal for theſe | 
Particular Opinions of their Church, that they under- | 
Hand Religion very well; that they have 4 great def 
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of Teal for it, and are true Followers of that Reli- 
gion. | £27356 ah 

” It is thus they think, and thus they 2 And 
for a Proof that by Religion they underſtand the Be- 
ließ of thoſe controverted Articles; if they meet 
with a Chriſtian, that with his Mouth confeſſes J. C. 
and believe) in his Heart that God hath raiſed him 
from the Dead; a Chriſtian who condemns all 1do- 
latrous and ſuperſtitious Worſhip, and every Here) 
which the Word of God condemns; a Chriſtian 
that brings his Creed, and makes uſe of the primi- 
tive Paraphraſe of the Form of Baptiſm, to teſtify 
publickly that he believes in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the H. Ghoſt : They do not 
look on him as a Chriſtian for that, nor do think 
this enough to admit him to Communion. This 
formerly was ſufficient, but is not ſo now. A Man 
mult. moreover ſide with a Party, and ratify by hit 
Subſcription the particular and diſtinguifhing Opini- 
ons of that Se&, with which he deſigns to Commu: 
nicate., If he refuſes this, he is tejected as an E 
nemy, and as a Latitudinarian, which in other 
Terms is a Man of no Religion. So that, in or- 
der to unite externally with any particular Church, we 
muſt ſeparate internally from the univerſal one. 
That is to fay, that, to the end that our Faith 


may be pure according to the Ideas of every Sect, 


we muſt renounce our Charity. A ſtrange Notion 
this of Religion 1 * 
And yet, this ſtrange Notion is common to all 
thoſe (whether Children, or Adult) who learn their 
Religion from Confeſſions of Faith; and from this 
erroneous Principle flow ſeveral Conſequences every 
way deſtructive of, true Religion. I ſhall: unfold 
ſome of the chiefeſlt.' , 
The Firſt Conſequence is, that, ſince our Se& is 


| the true Religion, it follows that it is the Church, in 


the ut moſt extent of the Term, the Catholick Church. 
' 5 „ee 
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Thus we fall unawares into the ſame Contradicti- 
on, which we reproach the Papiſts for falling into. 
The Roman (Cat hol Apoſt. Church, ſay we to them, 
Theſe are Ideas well put together indeed! If your 
Church is the Roman Church, or the Church of 
Rome, that is to ſay, the Church of a certain City, 
and of a certain Diſtrict, how can it be the univer- 
ſal Church? And if the Part be not the Whole, how 
comes it to paſs, that this Part of the Church, 
which you have called the Roman Church, is the 
whole Church? The Contradiction is notorious. 
But once more : We our (elves fall into a like Con- 
tradition. For our Church, whatever it be, is on- 
ly the Church of a certain Place, of a certain Na-. 
tion. Bur it is not the Church of all Places and of 
all Nations. It is then a particular Church : And yet, 
when we take it to be Religion, nay, the only true 
Religion, to the Excluſion of all other Churches, we 
look upon it as the univerſal Church, and it is with 
us the #niverſal Church, whether we call it by that 
Name, or no. | 

I know very well that all do not thus unfold 
this Notion ; and that it remains in the Minds of 


the greateſt Part, more or leſs confuſed. But, not- 


withſtanding that, all muſt neceſſarily think, and 
ſpeak after this Manner, if they will think-and 
ak . conſiſtently. The Reaſon of it is, becauſe. 
aith (tis under that Idea, that we conſider Reli - 
gion) is Indiviſible in its Motive. And it may very 
well be ſaid, in Reſpe& to Articles of Faith, what 
St. James ſays of the Commandments of God, That 
he who fails in one Point, is guilty of al. And indeed, 
whether J. C. be conſider d as a Prophet, and Teack= 
er, Or as a King, and Legr/iator, all Chriſtians are 
obliged to believe all that he Teaches, and to do 
all that he Commands. Conſequently, to refuſe our 
Aſſent to any Truth that he teaches, is to make 
him a Lygr, in Reſpect to all other Truths. For, 
| | 8 that 
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that ſame Motive, which determines us to believe 
ſome Truths, ought to determine us to believe all; 
wviz.. the Veracity of J. C. becauſe, this Motive be- 
ing indiviſible, if it doth not influence us in every 
Thing, it influences us in nothing. And Infalibility, 
in what Subject ſoever it be placed, admits in it's 
own Nature of no Exception. Chriſtian Faith and 
Chriſtian Obedience therefore are in this Reſpect the 
ſame ; And, as this ought to be univerſal, and to 
extend to all that J. C. has clearly commanded us 
in his Word; ſo that ought to be univerſal, and to 
extend to all that J. C, has clearly revealed to 
us in his Word. . Ti 
' Now this Principle being once laid down: As 
8 ſoon as we are perſuaded that the Se& to which 
M we are united is alone poſſeſs d of this univerſal and 
1 compleat Faith, to the Excluſion of all other Sects, 

ö among which no one believes all that we be- 

lieve, we have certainly Reaſon to call our Se& 

the Church, in the full Extent of the Term, even 

the univerſal Church. But we are aſhamed to ſpeak 

it out, tho' in a confuſed Manner we think it ſo. 

We are aware that this Pretenſion, which appears 
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us ſo ridiculous, and ſo indefenſible in the Rom 
| Church, would not be leſs ſo in a Proteſtant Sed 
ll of any Denomination. And this ought to ſhow 
'$ us at once the Falſity of our Reaſoning, which a- 
1 riſes from this, that we do not give our ſelves the 
| trouble of diſtinguiſhing, but confound in one Body 
328 of Doctrine the fundamental and uncontroverted 
Points clearly revealed in Scripture, with thoſe 
that are controverted and not fundamental, nor 
clearly revealed in Scripture. No Sect, I own, 
whether it be call'd Chriſtian, or no, is truly Chri- 
ſian, when it rejects any of the fufidamental Points. 
That is certain; but it is no leſs certain that every 
Sect, which does receive the fundamental Points, 
tho it ſhould not receive thoſe which are not ſo, 
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is à Chriſtian Sect, and ought to Idok d upon 28 
ſuch. And why? Becauſe it is fufficient for this, 
that it retains the Foundation. Now, if this 
dect builds upon this Foundation, inſtead of Gold, 
Sitver, and precious Stones, Hay, Wood, and Stubble, 
ſo much the worſe for it. Burt let ns have a little 
Patience. The Day of the Lord is coming, which will 
bring every Man's Work to Light, and which will burn 
up theſe vile Subſtances, that ſuit ſo ill with the 
Foundation. Be that as it will, the Foundation is 
preſerved ; and why then do we condemn this $:#, 
as if it did not retain it? | | 

In this we copy after the Romaniſts, becauſe we 
lay, as they do, another Foundation than what is 
Jaid, viz, theſe controverted Points which we add 
to the Foundation. We preach, as they do, be- 
yond what 1s writ, viz. thoſe controyerted Points, 
the neceſſity of which we eſtabliſh. We judge, 


as they do, the Servants of another Maſter : and 


we condemn, as if we had full right fo to do, 
thoſe whom J. C. not only does not condemn, but 
abſolves and juſtifies: For of this Number undoubt- 
edly all good Proteſtants are. Thus we put our 
ſelves, without thinking of it, into the Place of 
C; we make Laws in his Kingdom; we aſcend 
is Throne, and we judge his Subjects. And thus, 
forgetting our own Proteſtant Principles, which are 
the Principles of the Goſpel it ſelf, we render our 
ſelves inexcuſable, in doing rhoſe Things which we 
condemn. | a 
In a Word, ſuppaſing theſe controverted Opini- 
ons ſhould be that Gold, that Silver, or thoſe precious 


Stones, of which St. Paul ſpeaks, (which is the high- 


eſt Idea we can have of them) yet ſtill they are not 
the Foundation. Let them ſuit, as well as they will 
with the Foundation ; pet they are not the ur- 
dation. It is true, they are built upon the 
Foundation; bur Rill they are not the Foundari- 
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on N ſelf. Now, as they are not the Foundation, 
it follows that we are not a Chriſtian Church for be- 
Heying them. Again, it follows, that the Sects that 
xgje& them, do not ceaſe to be Chriſtian Churches, 
becauſe . they rejet them. We are only, according 
to this Suppolition, à Chriſtian Church ſomewhat 
purer than others. But, does this give us a Right 
ro call our ſelves the Church, and the Catholick 
Church, to the Excluſion of thoſe Sects? | 
A ſecond Conſequence is, that, as each Sect is, 
in the Opinion of its Members, the Church and the 
Catholick Church, ſo they baye for it a Catholick Zeal, 
a Zeal altogether like that which the Roman Catho- 
licks have for their Church; and which ſhows it ſelf 
—_— ˙ : | 
I. They make great Efforts to maintain their 
Doctrine. And what Doctrine? The Doctrine of 
the Catholick Church? The fundamental Points 
common to all Churches, and that which has been 
believed by all Chriſtians in all Times, and in all 
Places? No, but the particular Doctrine of their 
Sect, and thoſe controverted Points, which diſtin- 
guiſh them from others. "Tis that which they, 
tho! wrongly, call the Faith which was once deljvered 
zo the Saints, Jud, iii. wt, 
2. They contend for this particular Faith, with 
a Zeal of God, but which, moſt certainly, is not at- 
cording to Knowledge. We have already ſhown that, 
in deciding theſe controverted and diſtinguiſhing 
Points, in their Confeſſions of Faith, they have in 
ſome Degree raiſed a Wall of Separation: And, as 
tis againſt this Wall that the Secs, that are Eng- 
mies to one another, raiſe their Batteries: It is alſo 
behind this Wall that oppoſite ones are raiſed, to 
make a good Defence. And tis in this Poſt that 
the Controvertiſts of different Parties ſignalize them- 
ſelves, according to the Succeſs, either real or i- 
7 which they meer with in this ſort df 
War. . 8 3. 
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g. One may well think that theſe Chriſtians'of 
different Sects love one another but little. Tis in 
yain to put them in Mind of that Maxim of St. 
Auguſtin, who fays, that we muſt kill the Errors, but 
love the Erroneous. As Peeple are not accuſtomed 
to make ſuch nice Diſtinctions, ſo, they hare from 
the bottom of their Hearts the Erroneous, with all 
their Errors, whether true or- ſuppoſed ones; and 
that leſs ſcrupulouſly, becauſe they look upon them 
as Enemies ro God and Religion. We have indeed 
ſeen different Sects of: Proteſtants unite themſelves 
upon polrtick Views, when Popery threatned them 
with one common Ruin. But we have feen this 
politick Union ceaſe too with the Danger; and Ant 
moſities begin afreſh with more Fury. It is even 
obſery'd that, in Proteſtant Countries, the Prote- 
ſtants of different Sects, notwithſtanding their com- 
mon Intereſt, do not agree ſo well with one ano- 
ther, as with the Papiſts. And the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they are always at variance with one another. 
Whereas. the Papiſts, who are the weakeſt, and the 
leaſt in Number, let the one and the others fight 
on. It is for this ſame Reaſon that we have lately 
ſeen Proteſtants, either perfectly undetermined in 
their Wiſhes in Reſpect to the Sueceſs of the late 
War between the Emperor and the Turk, or elſe 
inclined to the Turk's fide, tho he is the common 
and - irreconcileable Enemy to the Chriſtian Reli- 
4. They perſecute with all their Power thoſe who 
are not of the Houſhold of their particular 
Faith; tho they ' profeſs never ſo much to hold 
che Oatholick and univerſal Faith. And if, in 

teſtant Countries, the ſuperior Powers have 
not yet been ſeen to arm themſelves, to exter- 
minate by Fire and Sword all thoſe of their 
Subjects who are not of the eſtabliſh'd Religion; 
Thanks are due to the Juſtice and Wiſdom - = 

ivi 
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Civil Governors, rather than to the Moderation of 
the Eccleſialtinks. It is but too viſible that they 
are evcry where animated: by the ſame Spirit. The 
Cauſe of one particular Sal, is every where the 
Cauſe of J. C and of the Church. They are every 
where ſoliciting Princes to make uſe of the Sword, 
which God has put into their Hands, for the Sup- 


part of it; and if they ſhould find them according 
to their. Hearts, that is to ſay, Heak, Credulous, 
and Superſtitions, the Fire of Perſecution would ſoon 
be kindled in all Proteſtant States, and immediate · 
ly.conſume all the poor Now Couformiſts, Of this we 
may judge by what paſſed; here towards the End 
of the laſt Reign; But for want of the Carnal 
Sword, which is pot at their. diſpoſal, they ſtrike 
as much, and wherever they can, with the Spiritual 
one, They cannot burn, nor dragoon Here- 
ticks : But they excommunicate, and damn 
them ipſo fatto, And if this be not Perſecution, let 
them tell us what Perſecution is. And if you 
your ſelf, Sir, call ſome Expreſſions of the Anzora- 
tor, Which are a little ſharp, 4 Perſecution, and d 
prong out of the Eutrails: it is certainly a more un- 
ft and cruel one, to exclude Chriſtians from the 
Table of the ord, who have not excluded themſelves 
dy Apoſtayy or Immorality. 25 
, They nat only exclude from the Communion 
thaſe who poſitively rejec this particular Faith, but 
thoſe alſo who do not poſitively admit it; that is 
to ſay, they. make it indiſpenſably neceſſary to Com- 
munion, to believe. diſtinfly theſe. doubtful and 
controverted Opinions. One may well {ay of theſe 
rigid Sectariſts (and in yet ſtronger Terms] what 
the Apoſtle ſays of the Corinthians: that they cemd: 
together not for the better, but for the worſe; and 
that they dp. wt eat the Tard's Supper. It is One 
great Evil without juſt; Cauſe to make a ſeparate 
omunion: For, it is tw wake æ Shiſm —_ 
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Church of God ; It is to rend in Pieces, as much 
as they can, the Body of J. C. It is to pervert 
the uſe of that Sacrament, which he has inſtituted 
for all the Faithful, without Diſtinction; Eat ye 
all of it; Drink ye all of it; which he has inſtitu- 
ted; I ſay, that they =—_ Heu forth the Death of the 
Lord, and return him Thanks; that, in participating 
of this Bread, they might be more firmly united 
with him, and one another : With him, by pub- 
lickly teſtifying that they are dead with him. cruci- 
fied with him, rais'd again with him, and aſcended 
up into Heaven with him: And with one another, 
by publickly teftifying that they make altogether 
but one Bread, and one Body. But to make the 
Communion ſerve to Ends diametrically oppoſite ; 
to change this Sacrament of Unity into a Badge of 
Schiſm and Faction; to ſtamp their Sect, if 1 may 
ſo ſay, with this ſacred Stamp; to declare in ſome 
ſort, by ſo limited a Communion, that Jeſus Chriſt 
died only for them, to the Excluſion of ſo many o- 
ther Chriſtians, which have been baptized in J. C. 
as well as themſelves, and who have moreover the 
Teftimony of a good Conſcience before God, and of a 
ſincere Charity for all their Brethren ; to teſtify, I 
ſay, publickly, in eating this Bread, that they break 
off Communion with all Others, and that they are 
firmly reſolv'd to make a ſeparate Body, and a ſeparate 
Bread, unleſs they will ſubmit to believe certain 
particular doubrful -Opinions, of little Importance, 
and which J. C. in his Word has not diſtinctly re- 
vealed, is a ſcandalous Profanation of Chriſt's ho- 
I Inſtitution : It is 4 bold Attack upon Chriſtian 
Liberty, and an inſupportable Tyranny. In this 
Caſe, Sir, the Oppoſers of Toleration, whatſoever 
they pretend, are certainly the Schiſmaticks. One 
cannot Communicate with them: And when the 
one or the other is made neceſſary, it is better to 
break off from a particular Sect, than from the up1- 

F verſal 


— ̃ù—i;—j . P rr OOO 


[7 , 


verſal Church. Then the Maxim of St. Paul takes 
Place, If the unbelieving depart, let him depart. 4 
Brother or a Siſter is not under Bondage in ſuch Caſes : 
But God hath call'd us to Peace. The third Conſe- 
quence is, that this Notion of a Church, and of a 
Church ſeparated from all others, by ſome particu- 
lar Opinion, as by a Wall, has introduced into 
common Language ſeveral Terms borrow'd from 
the Jews, and altogether repugnant to the Idea of 
a Chriſtian Church. For Example, 

1.-The Term, Proteſtant Born. By which we are to 
underſtand not only one born of Proteſtant Parents, 


but a Proteſtant by Birth (as the Phraſe is ſtill:) As if 


Religion were not a Thing of Choice, but came 
to us ex traduce, by way of Generation: Whereas 
Chriſtians are born xo: of Blood, nor of the Will of 
Fleſh, nor of the Mill of Man, but of God. This was 


exactly the Notion of the Jews, who, becauſe they 


were the Children of Abrabam, thought themſelves 
the Children of God, and Heirs of his Promiſes; 
whether they were Imitators of Abraham's Faith, or 
no. And this, in molt Proteſtant Societies, is ex- 
actly the Notion of the People, and of thoſe like. 
wiſe who think themſelves much above the Pes 
ple. Is it not true, Sir, that you had it in your 
Mind, when you wrote that Mr. De la Pillonuier,, 
whom you ſuppoſe to be the Annotator, was not 
the eldeſt of the Houſe, nor a Son of the Free Woman. 
You conſider your ſelf then, and all thoſe who like 
you are Proteſtants born, or Proteſtants by Birth, 28 
the only Haacides, the only Heirs, to the Excluſion 
of thoſe miſerable Proſelytes, who were, in you! 
Opinion, but [hmaelites, Foreigners, and Strangers 
Reconcile this fine Notion, if you can, with the 
Principles of St. Paul. Rom. ii. 7, 8. Gal. iii. 15) 
16, 17. Ep. iii. &c. 

2. That of Proſehte is another Term, borrow'd 


from the Jews. They made uſe of it, you know, 
| | | WO 
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to ſignify thoſe who renounced the Worſhip of the 
falſe Gods, and imbraced Judaiſm ; whether they 
received the Circumciſion, and in receiving it, ſub- 
mitted themſelyes to the Obſervance of the whole 
Law of Moſes ; (ſuch were the Proſelytes of Juſtice ;) 
or whether they contented themſelves with contefling 
that the God that was known in Judea was the only 
true aud living God, and with going to Jeruſalem to 
wonbip him at the ſolemn Feſtivals. This Name 
of Proſelyte expreſſed well enough their Condition, 
and the Notion which the Jews had of them. 
They did not look upon them as Pagans, nor yet 
as true Jews, as Pellow-citizens with the Saints and 
. Servants-of God, They look d upon them only as 
Strangers, according to that Maxim of their Di- 
vinity: Al the Nations of the World are thought 
Strangers before the God of Iſrael: But the Jews are 
near him, Lib. de Somnijs, p. 456. This is the Idea 
which the Jews fix'd to the Term Proſelhte. But, 
when the Myſtery of the Calling of the Gentr/es was 
revealed, and when from the rifing of the Sun to the 
going down of the ſame, the Name of the Lord was great 
among the Gentiles ; it continued no longer a De- 
bate, whether they ſhould worſhip at Jeruſalem, or 
at Mount Gerizim : But they offered to the Father in 
all Places, an Incenſe, and a pure Offering. The mid. 
dle Wall of Partition was broken down; the Ex- 
mity ceaſed with the Diviſion that kept it up. The 
Two People reunited themſelves into One new Man, 
and into One Body. At length the Name of Proſelyte 
was aboliſh'd; and the new Converts of Chriſti- 
anity, whether Jeus or Gentiles, were called ' indit- 
2 ) Believers, Diſciples, Saiuts, and at laſt, Chri- 
ian. | | 
According to theſe Ideas, which are thoſe of the 
Holy Gholt, to call back the antiquated Name of 
Proſelyte, and to make uſe of it in order to diitin« 


gulſh {the new Converts from Paganiſm and Mabo- 
F 3 metaniſm 
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wetaniſm to the Chriſtian Religion, would be a dan- 
gerous Impropriety of Language, tending to in- 
troduce Judaiſm a-new into the Church. ſr would 
rebuild a Partition Wall, and renew the former En- 
mity. But to make uſe of it as a Note of Diſtincti- 
ou, to mark out thoſe Chriſtians, who, in forſa- 
king Popery, do nothing but reform themſelves, and 
purge their Faith from thoſe additional Errors 
which corrupted it, is yet a more inſupportable 
Abuſe, and which ought to be — If we 
obſerve, we ſhall find this to be the Spring of the 
diſadvantageous Prejudice, which Proteſtants have 
againſt thoſe who leave the Romiſo Religion. 

3. The Matter in Debate is not 4 Diſpute 
of Words, but of Things: and Things of the 
greateſt Importance. For this Impropriety of Lan- 
guage is followed by falſe Judgments, and ſuch 
Actions as grievouſly wound Charity. For not 
only the Idea of Stranger is annex'd to the Term, 
Proſelyte; but that of Runaway, Deſerter, or ſome- 
thing worſe: And they are treated as ſuch. 

I confeſs that, when any offer themſelves to ab- 
jure their Errors, they cannot be too well examined, 
eſpecially thoſe Regulars, who come from the Or- 
ders of the Mendicants. It muſt be granted that, 
in General, the greateſt Part of them have very 
little Learning, and leſs Piety ; and the Precautions 
that are taken by Miniſters, in order to be certain 
of their Sincerity, and Probity, are not to be bla- 
med. For, neither ought the anwortiy to be admitted 
to the Table of the Lord, nor is the Poor's Bread 
to be given to Vagabonds, But ſince they are not 
all ſo, fome Diſcretion muſt be uſed. To this end 
the Maxim of St. Paul ſhould take Place: Some 
Men's Sins are open beforehand, going before to Judg- 
ment; und they follow after. Likewiſe alſo the 
good Works of ſome are manifeſt beforehand ; and they 


that are Otherwiſe cannot be hid. According to this 


Rule, 
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Rule, we need only follow them for ſome time to 
know them; and then we are to act with them as 
they appear to be. If they are found to be Immo- 
ral (for the Examination ought chiefly to be made 
as to that) they ought not to be rejected immedi- 
ately for it; but the time of their Proof ſhould be 
prolonged; and, in Caſe they are found to be in- 
corrigible, then we ſhould recommend them to the 
Grace of God, and ſend them away. But as to 
thoſe that have a good Teſtimony even from thoſe 
which are without, whoſe Behaviour is regular, and 
whoſe Probity and Learning appear, and who have 
left all for J. C. relying only upon this Promiſe ; J 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee : ſuch ſhould be 
receiv'd not e aſgzgive; 2/gaoyiper, with an Heart 
full of Doubts and Suſpicions, as before, but with 
Simplicity, and Heartineſs, as Chriſt alſo received us 
to the Glory of God, Rom. xv. 7. 

'Tis true, as ſoon as they have abjured from the 
bottom of their Hearts their Schiſm and Hereſy, they 
become Members of the inviſible Church before 
Cod, who tries the Hearts. But at the ſame time 

it muſt be granted, that ſomething elſe is neceſſary, 
before they are to be acknowledg'd Members of 
the vifible Church. For what Man knoweth the Things 
4 Man, ſave the Spirit of Man which is in him ? 

he Clergy, to whom the uſe of Diſcipline is known, 
and whom J. C. has charged not to give the Chili- 
| dren's Bread (the Euchariſtical Bread) to Strangers, 
may then, and ought, to require ſome publick Ab- 
Juration from them, But after they have once vo- 
luntarily done it; after they are united to the viſi- 
ble Church, by uniting themſelves with ſome one 
of the Proteſtant Societies, and by abjuring all thoſe 
Errors which theſe Societies have unanimouſly con- 
demned, (for this is a!l that ought ro be required 
of them q) after they have ſealed their Union to the 
true Chriſtian Church by the Sacrament of the Bo- 


dy 
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dy and Blood of Chriſt; after that we our ſelves, 
by participating together with- them of the ſame 
Bread, have teſtify d in the Face of the Church, 
and in ſome ſort ſworn by all that is ſacred in Re- 
ligion, that we are but one Body with them: Is it 
not evident that from hence forward we ought to 
lay aſide all Diſtinction, and look upon them as true 
Members of J. C. as our Brethren, as Fl:h of our Fleſh, 
and as Bone of our Bone; and, under this Denomi- 
nation, to love them, to take care of them, as you 
would do of tender Branches newly grafted, to do 
them all the good Offices we are capable of, and to 
procure them ſuch Imployments as they are quali- 
fied for, that they may get their Bread in the Fear 
of God; in a Word, as much as in us lies, we 
ſhould make their new Condition pleaſant and eaſy. 
There 1s no Chriſtian, that has any Principles 
of Faith, but what agrees to this: But how are theſe 
Principles follow'd in Practice? The Diſtin&ions 
ceaſe ſo little at that time, that tis then preciſel 
that they begin. Theſe new Converts are call d 
Proſelytes; and if by that, Men underſtood Lovers of 
Truth, who, by the greateſt Efforts, had diveſted 
themſelves of their Prejudices to purſue it, and who, 
at the Expence of every Thing, had overtaken and 
embraced it ; there would be no room to complain 
of this Uſage: Theſe Notions would be Juſt and 
Natural; and the Name of Proſelyte alone would 
be an Encomium. But this is not the Caſe; other 
Notions, extremely odious, and altogether Judai 
cal, are ſubſtituted in their room. They are not 
indeed look d upon as Paprſts, nor yet as true Prote- 
ſtants. They are look d upon as of a certain Mid- 
dle and Baſtard Species, which partakes of them 
both. They are indeed in the Family ; but then 
they are as Children of the Bond- Maid. This is one 
of your happy Expreſſions, Sir, which expreſſes 


perfectly well their Condition, and which more- 
over 
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over accounts for the unjuſt and unequal Treat- 
ment that they meet with, For Example, why do 

ou think that, ſeveral Years after their Converſion, 
they are called by burleſque Names of the mona- 
tick Orders they have quitted ? It is not becauſe 
they are ſt ili ſuſpected to be Members of theſe ſu- 

ſtitiaus Frateruities, or to act the Part of diſguiſed 
Monks in a Proteſtant Country; (Suſpicions are not 
carried ſo far, at leaſt with reſpe& to moſt of them;) 
bur it is becauſe they think that it is no great 
Harm, for the Children of the Free Woman, to divert 
themſelves at the Expence of the Children of the Bond- 
Woman, by giving them Nick-names. And indeed, 
where is thar Family, where the Children do not 
ſometimes indulge themſelves in the ill-natur'd Plea» 
ſure of pulling the Servants by the Noſe ? 

Whence is it, do you think, that they have been 
turn'd our of the Committee appointed for the Relief 
of the poor Clergy, (as it is reported ;) and after 
that from the Committee appointed for the Relief of 
the poor Laity; and then ſent, for their miſerable 
Subſiſtance, to a third Committee, whoſe whole 
Fund is made up only of ſome ſmall Portions ta- 
ken from the other Committees, and which ſome cha- 
ritable Perſons have augmented by Subſcriptions, 
which are very ſmall, and very precarious? It is not 
that any one amongſt us dares to conteſt the Vali- 
dity of their Ordination, which is acknowledged in 
England, and which my Lords the Biſhops have 
confirmed, by licencing Some, and reordaining O- 
thers. They are then Miniſters, as much as any o- 
thers of the French Clergy ; they are Miniſters that 
have fled for the ſake of Religion; and their Caſe is 
the more favourable, becauſe they have Epiſcopal 
Ordination. But it is becauſe the Proteſtants by Birth, 
Miniſters and others, are willing to have nothing 


In common with Proſelytes ; and becauſe to them 


it does not appear reaſonable, that the Children of 
the 


Terms, eſtabliſh'd by uſe) oppoſe with all their 


ef the Free-F/oman. Is it not Honour enough for 


.ordinary Miniſters, and to preach for them on the 


ignorant, Sir, of the ſcandalous Diviſions, which, 
upon this Account, we have been witneſs to in 
{ome Churches. 


al and fo unjuſtifiable a Treatment, both to them- 
ſelves and others, they judge and talk upan all Oc 


and the People, who are every where eaſily imposd 
on, fallow, without Examination, the Impreſſions 


Tears are paſſed ſince their Converſion, they ate 
Fill ſuſpected, and till examined; and they have 
fometimes the Tad Vexation of finding theſe cruel 
Sulpicions in the Minds of their Relations, their 


LS 

the Bond. man ſhould inherit equally with the 
Children of the Free-Woman. 

Whence is it, do you think, that they are ex. 
cluded, without Diſtinction, from the ordinary Mi. 
niſtry of the Churches? Is it poſſible that, in ſo 
great a Number, there ſhould be no one Capable 
of Teaching, and who, after ſome Years Applica 
tion and cloſe Study, ſhould not be able to deliny 
wprightly the Word of Truth? This is not the Cal 
There are ſome, to whom juſtice is done in thi 
reſpect, and who are are heard with Pleaſure and E 
dification. Bur it is becauſe the Old Proteſtant Mi. 
niſtert, the Minifters of the old Rock (other Fewij 


Might the raiſing up to Poſts of Profit and Truſt in. 
differently the Children. of the Bond, and the Childra 


the Proſelytes to be ſometimes call'd to aſſiſt the 
Week Days? It is ſaid that there are Regi- 
lations made for this in the chief Churches, 6 
that if ſome new Calvin ſhould now become Prote- 


teſtant, I very much doubt whether any Exception 
would be made in his Favour. And you are not 


What is ſtill worſe, is, that, to juſtify ſo parti 


caſions of new Converts, as of ſuſpected Perſons; 


—— 


of theſe Judgments. Tho' "Fifteen or Twenty 


Wives 


— 
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Wives, and their Children. Do whatever they 


will, they are not able to gain any Credit with 
their new Brethren. They in vain proteſl, in the 
Sincerity of their Hearts, and in the  itrongeſt 
Terms, againſt the Errors of the Church they have 
left: They are thought never the better Proteſtants 
for it. They are always afraid of Mental Reſerva- 
tions and Equivocations. (ſee Graverol's Preface.) And 
if it ſo hap ens that any one of them be ſurprized 
in a Fault, (for where is that juſt Man that always doth 
Good, and finneth not?) They rejoyce at it, as at a 
very uſeful Diſcovery. The Fault is exaggerated, 
and made publick; and the Innocent are included 
under the ſame Condemnation with the Guilty. In- 
ſtead of reclaiming ſuch a Man, wholoever he be, 
with the Spirit of Mecekneſs, conſidering themſelves 
teſt. they alſo ſhould be rempted, they have no 
Charity bur for the 0/d Proteſtant Miniſters, who 
are no more exempt from Weakneſſes than others. 
But as to Proſelytes, they are treated with all Ri- 
gor; they meet with no Charity; they are cruſſi d, 
and driven to Deſpair. This is Proteſtant Chari- 
ty! I deſire, in the Name of God, all thoſe who 
ſhall have the Patience to read this Pamphlet, to put 
themſelves, in the Place of thoſe whoſe Cauſe I plead, 
out of a purely religious Motive; and to conſider that 
in J. C. there is no ſuch Thing as Proſclyte, or Pro- 
teſtant by Birth, but that all without Diſtinction are 
Children of the Promiſe, of the Free-Myman, Fellow-citi- 
Zens of the heavenly Jeruſalem, with the ſame Rights 
and the ſame Privileges ; that thoſe who have em- 
braced Proteſtantiſm, after a ſerious Examination, 
and know why they have done it, are ſo much the 
better Proteſtants, as their Religion is not founded 
upon Prejudice. After this, they will be eaſily 
convinc'd, that the Treatment theſe new Converts 
meet with, is a manifeſt Violation of Juſtice, and 
Chriſtian Charity. 9 of judging and deſpiſing 
| | ouy 
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our Brethren, we ought rather to take care leſt we put 
an Offence and ſtumbling Block in their Way. Thoſe 
indeed, who are well principled in Faith and Charity, 
' turn the Hardſhips they are put to, to their Ad- 
vantage. They take Occaſion from thence, to pra- 
Rice Humility, Patience, and Self-denial ; Vertues, 
whoſe mere Names were almoſt all they wereacquaint- 
ed with in their Cloyſters. But others, who are many 
more in Number, and ſtill Mak, give themſelves 
up to Paſſion and Anger; they exclaim againſt the 
Injuſtice that is done them, and return Evil for E- 
vil to their Perſecutors ; and ſometimes deſperately 
reſolve to return from whence they came; and be- 
come at length more the Children of Hell than they 
were before. And do they, who deſtroy their Brethren, 
for whom Chrſt died, walk charitably ? And will not God 
require their Blood at their Hands ? 

I was forced, Sir, to deſcend to theſe Particulars, 
in order to -Jay open the Conſequences that flow 
from the Prejudices which are formed by Degrees 
in the Minds of Proteſtants, (as well Children as 
Adult) that learn their Religion from Confeſſions of 
of Faith. | . 

To prevent Conſequences To deſtructive to true 
Religion, the greateſt end of which .is Charity, we 
ought to content our ſelves with teaching Children 
the Apoſtles Creed, according to the Cuſtom of the 
primitive and univerſal Church, which required, e- 
ven from the Adult, no other Confeſſion of Faith 
but That, to admit them to Baptiſm. We ought to 
inculcate often, that the great Privilege of Chriſti- 
ans is to be taught of God; that neither Luther, Cal- 
vin, nor Synods, are their Maſters, but J. C. alone. 
We ought to make them read in the New Teſta- 

ment, as ſoon as their Reaſon begins to ſhow it ſelf, 

thoſe clear Texts, from whence the Artictes of that 
Creed are extracted, and make them learn them by 
heart. And we ſhould at the ſame time cauſe them 
| : . to 
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to read the hiſtorical Part of Scripture ; and to tell 


them that God having at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, ſpoken in time pai? unto our Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe Ia## Days ſpoken unto us by his 
Son; that this Son ſpeaks to us ſtill inthe Writings 
of the Apoſtles, or of their immediate Diſciples, 
where theſe Men, mov d by the H. Ghoft, have gathered 
together his divine Words, and the Hiſtory of his 
Life; that God, having given Teſtimony to their 
Preaching, by Signs and Miracles and Wonders, has 
at the ſame time witneſſed to the Truth of their 
Writings ; becauſe it is certain that the Doctrine 
which they have left us in writing is the ſame 
which they preach'd; and that the Originals of 
theſe divine Books were preſerved a long time with 

t Care in the Archives of the Churches, to 
whom the Apoſtles directed them; that from theſe 
Originals exact and faithful Copies were tranſcrib'd, 
which they communicated one to another; and 
that from the Collection of theſe Copies the Canon 
of the New Teſtament was made, ſuch as we have it, 
without any conſiderable Alteration, as appears by 
comparing the Text of our Copies with the Cita- 
tions, which are to be found in the Works of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Authors of the firſt Ages that are come 
down to us : that the Church, by a conſtant Tra- 
dition, has teſtify'd, and ſtill teſtifies to their be- 
ing Authentick ; and that, for that Reaſon, it is cal- 
led the Pillar and Ground of Truth. We ought alſo 
frequently to inculcate on their Minds that all 
thoſe, who profeſs'to believe the fundamental Points, 
ſumm d up in the Apoſtles Creed, are. true Diſciples 
of J. C. and Members of his Body; and that to 
cut them off by raſh Cenſures, under pretence of 
their rejecting ſome controverted Points which are 
not clearly reyeal'd, is to cut off one's ſelf and to 
make a Schiſm: In a Word, that the Zeal, which the 


greateſt Part of Chriſtians 8 their own Sects, 
2 in 
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in Oppoſition to other Chriſtian Sects, is a fat. 
ous Leal ; and that the moſt damnable of all Here: 
fies, is Non-Toleration, and Want of Charity. If theſe 
Truths were imprinted on the Minds of Children 
betimes, we ſhould ſoon ſee Animoſities, Strifes about 
Word, and Divifions, ceaſe in the Church: we 
ſhould ſoon ſee Contradifions of Knowledge ( fallly ſo 
cad) give way to the true Knowledge of true Reli. 
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JT remains now only to examine the Proafs you 
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K borrow from Scripture, in order to ry the 
Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of Confeſſions of Fait But 
as the whole of this Matter depends on the ſettling 
fundamental Points, I will lay down ſome Principles, 
which may help towards reſolying this difficult and 
important Orion. E wc A 
I ſt. Propoſition. All Truths reveal'd in Scri 
ture are F undamental, and neceſſary to be believ d 
by every Chriſtian, who is inward! perſuaded, that 
they are reveal'd therein: For this Reaſon, becauſe, 
when God hath ſpoken, and when a Man is per- 
ſuaded that be hath ſpoken, he is no more at Li- 
herty to believe, or not believe. © 3 
2dly. There may be ſome Truths, which are 
Fundamental with relation to one Chriſtian, and 
Which are not fo with relation to another, whoſe 
Knowledge is more confined, and who hath not re: 
. Ceiv'd an equal Portion of Revelation and 'Under- 
landing : This is manifeſt from the Example of 
{ome new Converts, both from among the Jews, 
and the Gentiles, of whom St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. XiY, 
Some of them were clearly acquainted with ſome 
RSS > tes eee vi 14.3 0; Con- 
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Conſequences, which are deducible from the great 
Principle of Chriſtian Liberty ; others were igno- 
rant of them. The Belief of theſe Conſequential 
Truths was neceſſary for the one, and not at all for 
the others. g | 
zadly. Altho' all reveal'd Truths be not equally 
Fundamental, with relation to every Chriſtian ; Yet 
there are ſome, which are ſo with relation to all 
Chriſtians; becauſe the whole Edifice of the Church 
is entirely built, and ſtands upon them; becauſe he 
who believes them is a Chriſtian, for this very Rea - 
ſon becauſe he believes them ; and he who does not 
believe them is not a Chriſtian, for this very Rea- 
ſon becauſe he does not believe them; and becauſe 
they are the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Chriſtian 
from a Jew, and a Heathen, and a Mahometan, and 
make one eſſentially a Chriſtian. | 
But which are thoſe Truths? They are all redu- 
cible to this, viz. Jeſus, Son of Mary, is the Meffiah, 
the Son of the living God. | 


bern dee bac aniline: the Bennda-: 


tion of the Church, when Chriſt himſelf hath cal- 
kd it by this Name, or by another equiyalent to it ; 
upon this Rock I will build my Church. This is alſo 
the Purport of the Teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, 
viz. I have ſeen him, and teſtified that he is the Son of 
Gd; of God the Father, viz. Thow art my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleas d; of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ; viz. of whom Moſes in the Law, and the Pro- 
phets did write. The whole Bible contains, as it 
were, nothing but this great Truth. But, whereas it 
is wrapt up in Clouds in the Old Teſtament, it is 
clearly reveal'd, and minutely explain'd in the New. 
Theſe Things are written, ſays St. John, (viz. his Di- 
vine Origin, his Nativity in the Fleſh, his Preach- 
ing, his Miracles, his Death, his Reſurrection, Cc.) 
that you may believe that Jeſus is the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have Life through- his _ 
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This is the Faith that quickens, that juſtifies the Sin- 
ner, that purifies the Heart, and makes Chriſt dwell in 
it. This is the Foundation of the Prophets and Apo- 
Nes, which hath been laid, and befides which no one 
can lay another. 

But what is the meaning of this Propoſition ? Je- 
fur is the Son of God? Here the Difficulty lies. It 
muſt be own'd that the Apoſtles and the firſt Diſci- 
ples joined at firſt no other Idea to this Expreſſion, 
the Son of God, but this, viz. the promis'd Meſſiah, 
the Son of David, the Heir of his Throne, the Reſtorer 
of the Kingdom of Iſrael, the Prophet like unto Moles, 
whom God will raiſe, &c. This appears by the Com- 
pariſon of the parallel Texts of the Goſpels, in 
which all theſe Terms are promiſcuouſly us d, as 
nearly Synonymous and Equivalent. And indeed, 
the Faith of the Apoſtles and firſt Diſciples, was 
confin'd then, it ſeems, to theſe Ideas, which were 
very agreeable to their Prejudices. Before the De- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, it did not pleaſe God to 
afford them a more diſtinct Revealation, concern- 
ing the Perſon of his Sou : And till then, they were 
not-oblig'd to a more diſtin& Belief upon this At- 
ticle. I | 
But after the Holy Ghoſt was given, after he had 
open'd their Underſtandings, that they might underſtand 
the Scriptures, which they had hitherto but imper- 
fe&ly underſtood; after they knew diſtinaly, that 

eſus was the only begotten Son of God, that he was in 
his Boſom, that he was the Word, that Word which was 
God, and was made Fleſh ; that he was the Son of David, 
but ſo as to be alſo his Lord ; that before Abraham was 
he was, before all Worlds ; and that be was God, mani- 
fei inthe Fleſh, God bleſſed for ever : Then, they were 
no more at Liberty to believe, or not to believe, that 
Eee was the Son of God, in the ſublime Senſe of that 

xpreſſion: And this great Truth became Funda- 


mental for them; and not only for them, but = 
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for all thoſe who were converted to the Chriſtiari 


Religion, both Jeus and Gentiles, under the Oeco* 


nomy of the Holy Ghoſt. The ſame muſt be ſaid 
of the Spirituality of the Kingdom of Chris, of the Vo. 
cation of the Gentiles, &c. which Truths were not ful- 
ly reveal'd to the Apoſtles, till after the Deſcent of 
the H. Ghoſt. 

4th Propoſition. All the other Fundamental 
Truths center in this, Jeſus is the Son of God; be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſes or implies them; it ſuppoſes theſe: 
viz. that the God of the | 2a is the only true living God; 
that the Jews and the Gentiles are but one People in 
Chriſt, who is the true Iſrael of God, to whom the 
Promiſes are made, &c. It implies the following, viz 
1. that J. C. is the Meſſiah; that God hath anointed 
him with the Holy Ghoſt, as a Man; that he hath 
ſent him to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, to heal the 
Broken-hearted, to preach Deliverance to the Captives, 
and recovering of the Sight to the Blind, to ſet at Liberty 
thoſe that are Bruiſed, and to preach the Tear acceptable 
to the Lord. 2. That he is the Saviour of the World, 
and that he is come in the Fleſh for that purpoſe; that 
he was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Vir- 
gin Mary ; that he ſuffered, that he died for our Sins, 
and aroſe for our Juſtification, &c. 3. That he is the 
Lord and Heir of all Things, the King of Kings, and the 
Lord of Lords; that his Name is call'd Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. 

If Socinians would mind the Extent of the Offices 
attributed in Scripture to Chriſt, and if they would 
obſerve that which is ſaid, viz. that he hath ſpoken 
by the Prophets ; that he hath preach'd to the Unbelievers 
in the Days of Noah; that the Jews tempted him in 
the Deſert ; that he is with his Diſciples to the World's 


end; that he dwells in their Hearts through Faith ; that 
be ſtrengthens. them; that he hath redeem'd them by his 


Blood; that he ſearches the Hearts, &c. they would _ 
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be convinced that none, but 2 Cod Man, can pers 


form thoſe Offices in all their Extent. And fince 


they own that the Belief, which hath for its Object 
the Offices of J. C. is Fundamental, they would alſo 
be oblig' d to own that the Belief, which hath for 
its Object the Divinity of Chriſt, without which 
thoſe Offices would be impracticable, is ſo too; 
conſidering that it is the Fundation of the Founda- 
zivn it ſelf. And indeed, in order to defend their 
Hypotheſis, they reduce almoſt to nothing the Grate 
of Chr:ii?, which juſtifies Believers ; the Love of God, 
who gives them to his Son; and the Communication of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who unites them together, and with the 
Father, and the Son. In this the Arminianus, who 
vrreſt moſt Parts of the Paſſages relating to theſe 
Articles, lend to the Socinians their helping Hand. 
5th Propoſition. It ſeems that it was enongh for 
the Jews, and Proſelytes, who knew before Hand the 
true God, to confeſs that Feſus was the Son of God, 
in order to be admitted into the Church; But 
more than this was requir'd from the Gentiles that 
wete converted, according to the Commandment 
of Chriſt, viz. that they ſhould explicitly believe in 
the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt : which is nothing but a more diſtin& Confeſ- 
ſion of the ſame Truth. The- Apoſtles-Creed was 
fram'd ſince, in order to give the Catechuntens 4 
fuller Inſtruction; and afterwards it was turned 
into a Te#?, or Criterium of Religion. 
_ 6th Propoſttion. Altho' Faith in Chrif? juſtifies, 
of it ſelf, and ſanfifies the Faithful, &c. yet it does 
mot produce theſe Effects, but as it is join'd in 
them with a ſincere deſire of obſerving all Things 
whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded, Mat. xxviii. 20. 
And as he hath commanded his Diſciples to unite 
into 4 viſtble Society, in which the Word of God 
might be rightly explain'd, the Sacraments admi- 
niftred, the Diſcipline exercis'd, and the _ 
or- 
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Worſhip regulated according to the poſitire Laws 
and Directions he hath left in the Writings of the 
Apoſtles : It is evident that thoſe, who refuſe to 
comply with theſe Laws, violate an expreſs Com- 
mandment of Chriſt ; and ought not to be admix- 


ted into that viſible Society, as Chriſt's Diſci- 
Tiples. 


I doubt not, Sir, but that you will like this Da- 
ctrine. However, it is certain that a Comprehenſſon 

t upon that Foot hath nothing that ought to a- 
arm true Chriſtians in the leaſt; becauſe it would 
only take in thoſe whom the Word of God does 
not exclude, and exclude only thoſe, who ate ex- 
cluded by it. After this neceſſary Preliminary, let 
us proceed to examine your Arguments. 

There are three Things, you ſay, which diſtin&- 
ly ſhew not only the Uſefulneſs, but alſo the Ne- 
ceſſity, of Confeſſions of Faith. The firſt is, that 
the Holy Ghoſt recommends to ut inviolably to keep the 
Depofitum of the Faith. You quote St. Paul, Col. ii. 
6. As ye bave receivd Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
bim: Rooted and built up in him, and eſtabliſh d in the 
Faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
Thankſgiving, 1 Tim. vi. 13. J give thee the Charge in the 
fight of God .. . that you keep this Commandment without 
Jpot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord F.C. 
2 Tim. i. 13, 3, 14. Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 
which thou haſt heard of - me, in Faith and Love which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. That good Thing which was com- 
mitted unto thee by the Holy Ghoſt which duelleth in ut. 
Continue thou in the Things which thou haſt learned, and 
” _ aſſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt learns 

t 


Town, Sir, that all thoſe Texts prove indeed the 
Neceſſity of inviolably keeping the Depoſitum of the 
Faith © But you have forgot to ſhew that Confeſſions 
of Faith are uſeful, and even neceſſary, for that Pur - 


pole ; tho this was incumbent on you to prove. 
They 
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They ſeem to prove alſo that, before the Canon 


of the New Teſtament was fram d, there was a cer- 
tain Formulary drawn up by the Apoſtles, a Form 
of ſaumd Words ; containing the main Points of the 


Faith delivered once to the Saints, Jud. ii. the firſt Prin- 
ciples of the, Oracles of God, Heb. v. 12. the Principles 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, Heb. vi. 1. And if it is not 
altogether certain that this Formulary hath been 
preſerved Word for Word, in any one of the four 
ancient Creeds ; yet it is unqueſtionable that they 
all contain that ſame Dectrine, thoſe firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of God, thoſe ſound Words, &c. Burt in 
lien of it, whatever it was, whether it be loſt, or 
no, we. have the Writings of the Apoſtles ; in which 
thoſe inſpired Men have taken Care to write to the 


Faithful the ſame Things, ra dis, to the end that they 


might beware of Evil Workers, and preſerve in the 
Things that had been committed unto them. The Depo- 
fitum of the Faith, ſeal'd by the Holy Gheſt, is now to be 


found in thoſe Writings ; there it is inviolably kept, 


ſafe from the Variations of Confeſſions of: Faith; 
there we have a divine and infallible Criterium, by 
the help of which we are enabled to diſtinguiſh 
Chriſtian Tenets from Foreign Doctrines, and Fun- 
damental Points from thoſe which are not ſo. But 
to maintain that modern Confeſſions of Faith, which 
have been drawn up by fallible Men; in which 
doubtful Conſequences and human Deciſions have 
been blended with the Principles of the Dectrine of Chriſt ; 
in which the one and the others are indiſcriminate- 
ly propoſed, as neceſſary ro be believed ; which 
have been ſuell d, multiply d, alter d, agreeably to the 
Current of the Times, and Intereſts of Men (as it 
is very eaſy to prove they have been;) to maintain, 
I ſay, that modern Confeſſion of Faith are ſeful, 


and even neceſſary, in order to preſerve the Depoſi- 
tum of the Faith, is to deny the Sufficiency, and 
Pefection of Scripture; to put human and uncer- 


tain 


1 ul wo 
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tain Opinions upon the Level with the infallible O- 
racles of God; and to ſubſtitute to the Rule of 
Faith, and to the Canon left to the Church by the 
Apoſtles, which is one, and as indiviſible as Faith it 
ſelf, as many different Rules of Faith, as there are 
ditterent Confeſſions of Faith, and to bring an uni- 
verſal Confuſion into the Church. * 3 
The Second Thing, you ſay, which is ſeen in the holy 
Scripture, is the Obligation we lie under, unt only to have 
the ſame Sentiments, but alſo to ſpeak the ſame Language. 
You quote Rom. xy. 6. 1 Cor. i. 10. Eph. iv. 12. 
Phil. ii. 2, 3, 15. 4 
To infer any Thing like a Proof from thoſe Paſs 
ſages, you muſt have ſuppos'd theſe three Things. 
1. That St. Paul ſpeaks in all thoſe Paſſages, of an 
unity of Belief : For, if he ſpeaks in any one of them 
of Unity of Hearts and Charity ; this is befides the 
Queſtion. 2. That Unity of Belief, ſuppoſing : the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, is not confined. to Fundamen- 
tals, but extends alſo to the Points controverted, and 
decided in Confeſſions of Faith: Or elſe you could 
prove nothing at all; becauſe no Body denies but 
that all Chriſtians ought to agree in Fundamentals, 
ſince, without this Agreement, they cannot be ac- 
counted even Chriſtians. 3. That Confeſſions of 
Faith are not only ſeful, but alſo neceſſary, towards 
cementing and keeping up that Unity of Belief. Now, 
if one conſiders all thoſe Texts narrrowly, their De- 
pendence on what goes before and on what fol- 
lows, the Deſign of the Apoſtle, Cc. he will find 
_ thoſe three Suppoſitions have no Ground at 


1. It is certain that St. Paul Rom. xv. 5. ſpeaks on- 
ly of Unity of Hearts and Charity. A little At- 
tention is ſufficient to convince any one of this. 
Now the God of Patience aud Conſolation grant you to 
be like minded one towards another, according to Chriſt 
Jeſus : that ye may with one =—_ and one Mouth 95 
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(od, evin the Father of our Lord J. C. He fpeaks of 
Chriſtians who are weak in the Faith, i. e. of ſome 
converted Jews, who, being not yet apprized of all 
the Conſequences that naturally flow from the great 
Principle of Chriſtian Liberty, eſteem d one Meat and 
one Day above another. He exhorts thoſe that are ſtrong, 
i. e. thoſe who are better inſtructed than the for- 


mer, to bear with them; Ee that are Strong ought to 


bear with the Infirmities of the Weak, and not to plea 
our ſelves. Let every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour } 
his good Edification, v. I, 3. He next ſets before their 
Eyes the Example of Chriſt, in order to engage them 
More effectually to pleaſe their weak Brethren, rather 
than themſelves : For even Chriſt pleas'd not himſeff, but 
as it is written, the Reproaches f 


gowards another, according to Chriſt Jeſus, &c. And 


what Sentiments does the Apoſtle here recommend? 


viz. the Sentiments of Patience, of which God is 
the Source, and J. C. the Rule and Pattern; of Con- 
— with the Weak, and of mutual Forbearance. 
This is the ſort of Unity which St. Paul recom · 
commends to them, viz. an Unity of Hearts, and 
Charity. What follows leaves no room to doubt of 
this. Mberefore, concludes he, receive ye one another, as 


Chriſt alſo receiv d us, to the Glory of God. i. e. notwith - 


ſtanding all your Differences in Matters of Opinion, 


remain united together in the ſame Communion and 


in the ſame Aſſembly, that ye may with one Mind and 
with one Mouth'glorify God, v. 6. Judge now, Sir, -7he- 


ther the Proof you borrow from that Text be very 
Concluſive? What could you, on the contrary, alledge 


more ftrong, and more peremptory, againſt the Non- Jo- 

ſeratfon of Creed- makers? © NE 
It is no leſs certain that the Apoſtle ſpeaks again 

of Unity of Hearts and Charity, Philip. ii. 2. His 


chief End in that Epiſtle is to guard the Philippians 


| them that reproached | 
thee fell an me, &c. Now the God of Patience aud Con- 
| folation, continues he, grant you to be like minded one 
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againſt the Enticements of falſe Apoſtles, who 
preach'd the Neceſſity of obſerving the Ceremonies 
of the Law. Thoſe evil Workers divided the Churches 
upon this Occaſion, and fill d them with Strifes, 
Jealoufies, Animgfities, Quarrels, Evil-ſpeakings, falſe 
Reports, Broils, Tumults ; all natural and neceſſary 
Conſequences of Non; Toleration. He endeavours to 
revent that Miſchief, and entreats the Philippians 
by the moſt preſſing Motives to preſerve a ſtrict 
Union among themſelves. F there be therefore any 
Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fel- 
lowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Mercies ; fulfil my 
Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame Love, being 
of one Accord, of one Mind. Let nothing be done through 
Strife or vain _ - look not every Man his own Things, 
but every Man alſo on the Things of others. What is 
before and after the Words you quote determines 
Meaning ſo viſibly to the Senſe aforeſaid, that 
I do not think it neceſſary to add here any other 
Reflexion, but this ; viz. that it ſeems as if you 
made it your Buſineſs to plead for Toleration, againſt 
Confeſſions of Faith. 
2. The Obligation for all Chriſtians of being u- 
nited in the ſame Belief, with relation to the Fun- 
damentals and Eſſentials, without which they can- 
not be accounted Chriſtians, is indeed ſet forth 
in the other Texts quoted by you; but the Apo- 
ſtle is ſo far from extending it to controverted and 
leſs important Points, that he commands them on 
the contrary, notwithſtanding their Differences in 


Mazers of Opinion, to tolerate one another in 


that Reſpect. Thus Phil. iii. 15. Let us, as many as 
be perfect, be thus minded: And if in any Thing ye be 
otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. 
Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. In 
order to underſtand this Text aright, we muſt re- 
member what we have juſt now ſaid, vis. _ the 
| po- 
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Apoſtle exhorts the Philippians to beware of Dogs, of 


the Circumciſion, and of evil Workers, who taught that 
Circumciſion was {till neceſſary, in order to enter 
into the Covenant of God. This Doctrine was 
diametrically oppoſite to that of Juſtification by Faith, 
of Remiſſion of Sins, of the Univerſality of the Church, 
(or of the Right both the Fews and the Gentiles, 
i. e. all the Inhabitants of the whole World, had e- 
ually to be: admitted into it, upon the two Condi- 
tions of Acceptance, viz. Repentance and Faith) 
and it made. void the ſcandal of the Croſs. He 
ives them warning therefore to beware of theſe 
alſe Doctrines, and falſe Teachers; and to be his 
own Followers, by counting the Righteouſueſs of the 
Lau but Dung, that they might win Chriſt. v. 8. &c. 
Let us therefore, adds he, as many as be perfect, i. e. 
well acquainted: with the Principles of Chriſtian 
Faith and Liberty, be thus minded, i.e. let us eſteem 
that Circumciſion is not that which is outward in the 
Fleſb, but that of the Heart, in the Spirit. Rom. ii. 28. 
the Spiritual Circumcifion, the worſhip of God in the Spi- 
rit. Phil. iii. 3. And if in any Thing you be not like- 
minded, i. e. if one Man eſteemeth one Day above auo- 
tber: Another eſteemeth every Day alike, &c. Rom. 
xiv. 5- (which are more remote and leſs important 
Conſequences) God will alſo reveal it unto you, i. e. 
the time will. come, and it is nigh at Hand, when 
God, by deſtroying, together with the Temple of 
Jeruſalem, the Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Government 
of the Jews, will make you ſenſible of the Inſigni- 
ticancy of theſe Fewiſh Practices. Nevertheleſs, where- 
to we have already attain d, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
i. e. Altho' we exhort you to tolerate one another, 
notwithſtanding your minute Differences about more 
remote and leſs important Conſequences ; yer, there 
is a main Rule, according to which we all muſt walk, 
without ever ſwerving from it, viz. that in Chriſt 
neither Circumcifion, nor Incircumciſion, W — 
. ing 


a „ PAiv. DIDvAA+t £6» fw .. Vw naWW > „ 


[ 63] 


Thing, but a Neu Creature. For, if you ſtiould depart 
from this Rule, by ſubmitting to Circumciſion, 
Chriſt would avail you nothing. On the contra» - | if 
ry, 4s many as walk according to that Rule, Peace be on 4 
them, and Mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God. Gal. vi. | 
15. This Comment is not mine, but the Apoſtle's 
| 


| 
own; and it is amazing that you ſhould have brought 
in this Text, to prove the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity | 
of Conreflions of Faith. You muſt have thought | 
that your Readers would be impos d upon by the | 
Sound of theſe Words, Let us walk according to the | 
ſame Rule; and that they would take it for granted, 
without any farther Examination, that Confeſſions 
of Faith are the Rule there ſpoken of. But how 
is it poſſible that you did not ſee, that the Rule, 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, is either that particular | 
Rule, concerning Circumciſion ; or that more gene- | 
ral one, which he calls elſewhere the Form of found Wl! 
Words ? How is it poſſible that you ſhould not have 4 
ſeen farther, that the Object of that Rule, whate- | 
ver it was, was a fundamental Point, ſuch as the not if | | 
teeming Circumciſion neceſſary ; and that it eſtabliſhes Mit 
Toleration, with reſpe& to controverted and leſs im- 1 | 
portant Points? Let us now proceed to examine the ö 101 
other Texts. ä . 
5. I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord | | 
| 
| 


J. C. that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be 
no Divifions amongſt you + But that ye be perfecii joined 
together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 1 
1 Cor. i. 10. The Occaſion of thoſe Diviſions and | 
Partialities, of which the Apoſtles complains, was 
this. The New-Converts from among the Gentiles, 
who made up the moſt conſiderable Part of the 
Church of Corinth, boaſted of having had Paul for 
their Maſter ; others preferred to him Apollos, who 
was an eloquent Man and mighty in Scriptures. There 
was a third Party of Judaizing Chriſtians, who cal- 
led themſelves Diſciples of Peter, as being the — 
poſtle 
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poſtle of the Circumciſon; the Neceſſity of which 
they falſly imagin'd he taught. Accordingly, the one 


ſaid, I am of Paul, another ſaid, 1 Apollo, and 


another again, and I of Cephas. In order to cure 
this Evil, what does the Apoſtle do! 1. He puts 
them in Mind that they had but one Maſter, wiz. 
Chriſt, who bad been crucified for them, and in whoſe 
Name they had been baptized. Who then is Paul, and 
who is Cephas, but Miniſters by whom ye believ'd ? There- 

fore let no Man glory in Men, i. e. pride himſelf in 
being nam by their Name, or in being their Diſ- 
ciple. 2. He exhorts them to be. perfetily join d tage- 
ther in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, i e. 
to adhere to the Doctrine which he had deliver d 


unto them, the main Heads of which he recapitu- 


* Jates, 1 Cor. xv. 1. I declare unto you the Goſpel which 1 

each'd unto you, which alſo you have receiv'd, and where- 
in ye ſtand, by which alſo ye are ſav'd, if ye keep in Me- 
mory what I preach'd unto you, unleſs ye have believ'd in 
vain. For I deliver d unto you firſt of all thas which I 
alſo receiv'd, how that Chriſt died for our Sins according 
to the Scriptures : And that he was buried, and that he 


roſe again the third Day, according to the Scriptures, 
his 


is is, according to St. Paul, the Goſpel which 
and firm 


ſaves thoſe who have received it, and 
in it. — 5 | 
It is implied indeed in this Text that Chriſtians 
are oblig'd to ſpeak the ſame Things, ſo far as we have 
juſt now ſaid. But does it appear from hence like- 
wiſe that Confeſſions of Faith are aſeſul, and even 
xeceſſary, for this End? Confeſſions of Faith neceſſa- 
75, in order to ſpeak the ſame Things! You are not in 
earneſt, Sir. Theſe are on the contrary the Things 
which divide the Tongues of Chriſtians, and turn the 
Chriſtian Church into a Babel. I am of Luther, I am 
of Calvi : land- man, a Presbyte- 
rian, an Anabaptiſt, &c. And from whence, I beſeech 
you, does that Confuſion of Language ariſe among 


Chri- 
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* Chriſtians, but from Confeſſions of Faith; and from 
this, viz. that Chriſtians g/ory in Men ? 
It appears alſo from this Text, that Chriſtians 

are oblig d to be perfectly join d together in the ſame 
Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, viz. as St. Paul ex- 
plains it himſelf, in the Belief of the Fundamentali, 
or of the Goſpel by which they are ſavd. But again, 
are Confeſſions of Faith ꝝſeful and neceſſary for this? 
If they were ſo, what would become of the very 
ſirſt Fundamental of Proteſtantiſm, which eſtabliſhes 
the Sufficiency, and Perfection, of Scripture ? They are 
leſs ſo, in order to keep Chriſtians united in the Be- 
lief of the controverted Points. For, theſe being de- 
cided different Ways, in the different Confeſſions of 
Faith ; theſe Confeffions, far from uniting Chriſti- 
ans, in that Reſpect, are on the contrary the Occa- 
aſion, or rather the grand Cauſe, of their Diſunion 
-and Diviſions. 
4 The ſame Apoſtle, you ſay, teaches the Epheſians, 
ir. 12. that Chriſt gave ſome Paſtors and Teachers for 
the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, 
for the edifying the Body of Chriſt: Till we all come in 
the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
"of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the fullneſs of Chriſt : That we henceforth be no 
more Children, toſi d to and fro, and carried about with 
every Mind of Doctrine, by the ſlig't of Men, and cun- 
ning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
From whence you conclude, that Confeſſions of Faith 
are not only uſeful, but alſo neceſſary, i. e. that, al- 
tho we have the Scripture, yet were there no Con- 
feſſions of Faith, there would be no perfecting of the 
Saints, no Vork of the Miniſtry, &c. and that we 
ſhould be Children, &c. How, Sir, the Scripture, 
the Prophets, the Apoſiles, the Evangeliſts, have left 
to us the whole Depoſitum of ſound Doctrine in Scrip- 
ture ; and yet Scripture is not ſufficient for all thoſe 


Things, without the Supplemental help of Confeſ. 
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ſions of Faith? This a Proteſtant Miniſter ſays, and 
a Zealot too. But do you know, Sir, that, by ſaying 
this, you renounce Proteſtantiſm ; that you build again 
the Things you have deſtroyed , and that you make your 
ſelf a Tranſgreſſor ? 

| Give me leave therefore to tell you, that you have 
not underſtood this Text, and that you have miſ- 
applied what is ſaid of extraordinary Teachers, eſta- 
bliſh'd by Prophecy, or by an expreſs Revelation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to ordinary Miniſters, that are cho- 
ſen by Chriſtian Churches, according to the Rules 
of Common Prudence. The former were given by 
Chriſt, ſome of them Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliſis, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for 
the ediſying the Body of Chriſt, Their heavenly Com- 
miſſion they perform'd in the Infancy of the Church, 
according to the Gift that was in them, and in all 
the Manners mention'd in the Text; and provided 
ſufficiently for it in the after Ages, by leaving be- 

hind them their divine Wrings, that were to be the 
only and unchangeable Rule of Faith and Manners, 
for all thoſe who would believe in Chriſt through their 
Word, John xvii. 20. But as for the Ordinary Mini- 
ſters, in the Choice of whom the Holy Ghoſt does 
not interpoſe in a miraculous Manner ; who hare 
not receiy'd the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, to- 
gether with the laying on of Hands, nor Infallibi- 
bility ; they Edify the Body of Chriſt no otherwiſe, 
than by giving to the Faithful what they have re- 
ceiv d themſelves from the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, &c. 
i. e. by rendering their Teaching exactly conforma- 
ble to the Rule of Scriptures. But, if they preſume 
to teach beyond what is writ, by determining the Senſe 
of obſcure and controverted Texts, in Confeſſions 
of Faith, Articles, and Canons; and by laying an 
Obligation upon Chriſtians to ſubmit to their De- 
terminations, as to ſo many Oracles proceeding 
from the Holy Ghoſt, they go beyond their _ 
| m * 
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miſſion. They are falſe Prophets, who give about 
their Dreams and Fancies. They ſay, The Mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken, when the Mouth of the Lord hath 
not ſpoken. Inſtead of perfecting the Saints, they diſu- 
nite them: Inſtead of promoting the Work of the Mi- 
aifiry, they ſtep the Benefits of it: Inſtead of edifying 
the Body of Chriſt, they deſtroy it. And thoſe Chriſti- 
ans, who are ſo weak as to hearken to them, far 
from continuing in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
Knowledge of the Son of God, are Children toſs'd to and 
Iro, and carried away by every Wind of Doctrine, &c. 
ſpiit themſelves into different Sets, and looſe Cha- 
rity, whilſt they are fighting for Fables, which they 
unhappily miſtake for Truth, 2. Tim. iv. 4. Thus it 
is that Syſtematical Divines, and Creed-makers, Edify 
the Body of Chriſt. | | 

Now, to convince you, Sir, that Paſtors and Teach- 
ers were inſpired Perſons, you need but to compare 
this Paſſage with the other parallel Places. Rom. xii. 
the Apoſtle reckons, among the miraculous Gitts, 
Teaching, d , which was the proper Office of 
the inſpired Teachers, 1 Cor. x11. 28. He places the 
Teachers, Aue. after the Prophets, as he does here 
place them after the Evangeliſts. And thoſe whom 
he calls Teachers were probably the ſame, whom he 
calls Governors, i, 1 Cor. xii. 28. And it is 
obſervable that, when thoſe Gifts fail 'd in the Church, 

| the Names, by which they were expreſs d, were 
diſus d; and the Miniſters of the Goſpel went un- 
der the Names of Biſhops, Prieſts, or Elders, Dea- 
Cons. 

From theſe two Duties, you add, there ariſes a third, | 
10 beſs ſtrictiy enjoin d in Scripture ; viz. that Hereticks 

ft be vigorouſly oppos d. This you ſupport by the 
ollowing Paſlages, Phil, iii. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware 
of evil Workers. 1. Tim. i. 3. Charge ſome that they 
teach no other Doctrine. 2 Tim. ii. 16. Shun profane and 


vain: Bablings, for they will encreaſe unto more Ungodli- | 
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neſt. St. Paul adds, Tit. i. 3. that a Biſhop ought to 
bola fit the faittful Word, as he hath been taught, that 

je may ve able by ſeuud Detirine, both to exhort and to con- 
vince the Gai: Jayers, ſtly, he recommends to mark 
them, and to avoid them, Rom. xvi. 17. to withdraw 
from ever) Biother that walketh diſorderly, 2 Th. 
iii. 6. to node that Man, and to have no Cempany with 
him, v. 14: to turn away from them, 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
Man that is an Heretick, after the fit and ſecond 
Admonition, rejett, Tit. iii. 10. From whence you 
conclude that Confeſſions of Faith are ul and ne- 
ceſſary. But the Inconcluſiveneſs of your Argument 
will preſently appear, if reduc'd to the ſyllogiſtical 
Form. According to St. Paul we ought to beware of 
Dogs, and of evil Workers, &c. Now Confeſſions of 
Faith are ꝝſeful, and even neceſſary, in order to that. 
Therefore, &c. The firſt Propoſition is borrowed 
from Scripture; and deſcribes Her:ticks by ſuch Cha- 
racers, as may help to fix the meaning of that Word; 
which Creed-miakers ſo wickedly abuſe, to brand and 
blaeken good Chriſtians, who ftrive, with Zeal, for 
the-Faith that was once deliver d to the Saints, becauſe 
they donot firid them pliable enough, not willing to 
ſubmit blindly, and againſt the Light of their Conſci- 
ences, to their vain and raſh Deciſions. 1. St. Paul 
then calls Hereticks, by the Name of evil Workers, 
who teach different: Doftrines, and of Gainſayers, of 
Bablers, of Seducers. He ſays that their Word will 
ent as doth a Gangrene. But (mind, Sir,) to whom 
does he apply thoſe Characters? To Judaixing 
Teachers, who preach'd up the neceflity of Cir- 

i” cumciſion, and by that Means kept the Gentiles 
out of the Church; ſuch as Hymenens and Phi- 
tetes, who ſaid that the Neſurrettion was paſt already ; 
aud  overthrow'd the Faith of ſome, 2 Tim. ii. 17. This 
indeed may juſtly be applied to all thoſe, who err in 

Fundamentals, and overthrow the Faith of the weak, by 


reaching ſuch Doctrines as overthrow the r 
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it ſelf. But can this be, with the ſame Juſtice, applied 
to thoſe, who, leaving the Foundation untouch d, re- 
je& only ſuch Doctrines as have been raſhly added 
to it. Let them be ranked among erroneous and weak 
Perſons, who may, and ought, to be born with; but 
let them not be branded with the odious Name of 
Kereticks, contrary to all Rules of Juſtice and Cha- 
rity. 2. 1 grant you, Sir, that we ought to charge 
Hereticks to teach no other Doftrines ; to repreſs their 
vain and profane Bablings, to filence and corvince them, 
viz. by alledging plain Texts of Scripture, that 
confute their falſe Doctrines; to admoniſh them once 
or twice, and if they go on, to reject them; to mark 
them; to warn the Faichful to beware of them, and 
to have no Company with them, &c. I will add ſome« 
thing more than this. They can have no Plea from 
their pretended Sincerity ; becauſe none is obliged 


to take their Word ; and the Scripture being as plain 
as Noon-Day, with reſpe& to Fundamentals, we 


ought to preſume that, if they are not ſtruck with 
its Brightneſs, they willingly ſhut their Eyes: And 
this ought to be our Rule, eſpecially with reſpe& 
to Herefiarchs, or the Heads of a Patty. If we ob- 
ſerve them cloſe for ſome time, they will be quickly 


Truce-breakers, &c. 2 Tim. iii. 2. their Paſſions ſhew 
themſelves quickly in their Conduct; and the Wolf 
appears under the Sheep's Cloathing. The ſame muſt 
be ſaid, in Proportion, of thoſe whom they have 


and for this Canſe God hath ſent them ſtrong Deluſion, 
that they ſhould believe a Lie. After all, ſuppoſe the 
one and the others were fincere (the Judgment con- 
cerning which it is much ſafer to leave to the only 
Searcher of Hearts) can the Church keep in its Bo- 
ſom thoſe, whoſe Doctrine ſpreads as a Gangrene ; 
and whom the Holy Ghoſt expreſsly commands us 
to reject and to cut off. All 


known by their Fruits. For, as they are Lovers of 
themſelves, Covetous, Boaſtors, proud. . . falſe Accuſers, ' 


ſeduc'd. They had not a fincere Love for Truth; 


10 
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All this, I ſay, is granted you; but what is de. 
nied is this, viz. that that cutting of, or excommuni.. 
cating (as you will pleaſe to call it) is ſuch a juridi- 
cal Act of the Church, as affects the Conſcience of 
Hereticks, and obliges Chriſt to cut them off in reali- 
ty from his own inviſible Body. The Words of the 
A poſtle carry certainly no ſuch meaning. The 
Church neither condemns, nor abſolves, any Body 
Rightfully, and Authoritatively. This is the peculiar 
and incommunicable Function of the Son of God, 
to whom the Father hath given all Judgment. The 
buſineſs of the Church is only to declare and to de- 
nounce that Judgment of Chriſt ; viz. that Sins are 
forgiven to thoſe who repent, and believe the Goſpel ; 
and on the contrary retain d to the Impenitent and Un- 
believers ; and to apply that general Rule to thoſe, 
whoſe inward Diſpoſitions are known by. external 
Acts, by admitting the one accordingly to its Com- 


munion, and rejecting the others. Let us proceed 


to examine the 2d Propoſition. | 

Now Confeſſions of Faith-are uſeſul, and neceſſary, 
in order to beware of evil Workers ; to ſhun profane 
and vain Bablings , to convince the Gainſayers, &c. Do 
you truly believe this, Sir? J appeal to thoſe Con- 
feſſions themſelves. Do not they teach that Scrip- 
ture is the Rule of all Truth, relating to every Thing 
that is neceſſary to the Service of God, and to our Salva- 
tion : From whence it follows, that all Things ought to be 
examin'd, regulated, and reform'd, according to it. (Conf. 
of the French Churches, Art. 5.) I appeal to an infi- 
nitely better and more uncontrollable Authority, than 
thoſe Confeſſions are, viz. to the Scripture it ſelf. 
Does not St. Paul ſay, that all Scripture, given by In- 

fſoiration of God, is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ? 2 Tim. 
itt. 16. How, without the Supplemental help of 
Confeſſions of Faith, Chriſtians cannot be wiſe un- 


to Salvation, nor beware of evil Workers? You are 


not 
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got in earneſt, Sir. They are, ſay you, uſeful, and ne- 
ceſſary, in order to hun vain and profane Bablings ; 
to put a ſtop to different Doctrines; and to convince 
the Cainſayers. You had much juſter Notions of 
this Matter Thirty Years ago, than you have now. 
We muſt frankly own it; this is the weak fide of 
the Reformation. Whilſt we have been ſubſtituting, to 
the divine and unalterable Rule of Faith, other human 
and changeable Rules, which have been enlarged 
or diminiſh'd, according to Times and Seaſons, 
we have overthrown the Foundation which we had 
laid; we have laid again the Foundation which we 
had overthrown ; we have afforded to our Enemies 
Matter of a full and perfe& Triumph ; and it is 
impoſlible forus to ſtop their Mouths, any otherwiſe 
than by reſuming our Claim to our firſt Principle, viz. 
that Scripture is the only Rule of Faith ; and by aboliſh- 
ing Confeſſions of Faith. 

What I have ſaid is fully ſufficient, I think, Sir, to 
convince you that what Sir R. Steele, and his Anno- 
tator, have charged Proteſtants with, is too well 
grounded ; that the Arguments you alledge, to 
prove the Uſefulneſs and even Neceſſity of Confeſſi- 
ons of Faith, are utterly inconcluſive ; that the 
Texts of Scripture, which you have quoted, either 
prove nothing art all, or prove quite the reverſe of 
what you intend ; and that all of us can do nothing 
againſt the Truth, but for the Truth. I will conclude 
with two or,three Reflexions, which will be of 
ſome uſe to our Readers, and will enlarge their 
view upon this important Subject. 
 Fir#t Reflection. It we apprehend the Church un- 
der the Image of a Kingdom, Chriſt is King in it. 
After he had acquir'd it by his Blood, he aſcended 
into Heaven. He ſent from thence the Holy Ghoſt; 
and gave his Law, which the Apoſtles publiſh'd. 
They admitted into the Church all thoſe, who 
ſhewed themſelves willing to repent, and to be- 

lieve 


o 


from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, than 


Hop of Rome. © You are Chriſt's SubjeAs (ſaid - 
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them, both in their Writings, and by Word of 
Mouth, to keep whatſoever he had commanded them. 
'The Commandment which we give you, in the 
Name of. our common Maſter, ſay they to them, 
is not above you, nor far from you; his Word is 
agb you, even in your Mouth and in your Heart. But 


take heed neither to add any thing to it, nor to dimi- 


ziſp any thing from it. Ye know the Goſpel, which 


we have preach'd unto you, and which ye have re- 


ceived ; ſtick cloſely to it: And tho' we, or an Angel 


that which we have preach d unto you .. . let him be ac- 


curſed. © 


Such was the Kingdom of Chriſt in its firſt In- 
ſtitution. The Apoſtles, as being the Heralds of 
-Chriſt, preach'd only the Law of Chriſt. They de- 
liver d down unto his Subjects that Doctrine only, 
which they had receiv'd themſelves from him, by 
-the Revelation of his Spirit. | 

What happened afterwards ? After the firſt Age 


of the Church, the ordinary Miniſters arrogated to 
themſelves more Power than the Extraordinary (viz 


the Apoſtles, and their firſt Diſciples,) either pre- 
tended to, or really had. Tho' their peculiar Fun- 
ction was confin'd to the preaching of the Word, ex- 


berting, and admoniſhing, they uſurp'd by degrees the 
main Branch of Chriſt's Kingſhip, viz. his Legiſlative 


Power. Under the pretence of interpreting his Law, 


they made themſelves Legiſlators, and Kings, in his 


ſtead: And ſeizing upon the Key of Knowledge, (vis. 


the Authoritative Interpretation of Scripture,) they 
admitted, or ſhut out whom they pleaſed. 


This Myſtery of Iniquity, which begun to thrive lo 
early as the Apoſtles time, was ſoon in its full 


.. growth, and manifeſted it ſelf, after ſome Centuries 


by the crying and enormous Uſarpations of the Bi- 


Ma 


liere the Goſpel; and baptiz d them. They taught 
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Man of Sin then to Chriſtians) and I am his Vcr- 
gerent, inveſted" with all his Authority, his Interpre- 
ter, and his Lieutenant on Earth. I am he that o. 
peneth, and no Man ſhutteth; and ſhutteth, and no Man 
vpeneth ; And whatſoever 1 ſhall bind on Earth, ſball be 
bound in Heaven: And whatſoever I ſhall looſe on Earth, 
Gall be loos'd in Heaven. This he ſaid, and the 
World believ'd. He acted in purſuance of this Pre» 
tention ; he explain'd Chriſt's old Laws, and made 
New. In order to maintain his Uſurpation, he 
arm d himſelf with the Tuo Swords; and making 
uſe ſometimes of Princes to oppreſs the People, 
fometimes of the People to cruſh the Princes, he 
enſlav'd them all; and put under the Yoke the great - 
eſt Part of the Chriſtian World. | 

This was the Condition, in which the Reform 
ets found the Kingdom of Chriſt. What did they 
do in order to retrieve it? They attack d vigorouſ- 
ly the -Porzxr of the Pore, but ſpared the PopERT 
of the» Cnuxck: 1. e. They conteſted his Primacy, 
d depriv'd him of his chimerical Quality of vi- 

ble Head of the Church, of Univerſal Biſbop, of Judge 
of Controverfies, &c. And by*his they reſcued indeed 
the Church Repreſentative, or the Ecclefiaſtical 
Leaders, from the Tyranny: of the Pop z. But did 

they likewiſe reſcue the generality of Chriſt's Sub- 
jects, or the Laity, from the Tyranny of the Church 
Repreſentative; or of Ecclefiaſtical Leaders > Not at 
all. They left theſe in Poſſeſſion of the Authority 
ol judging Controverſies in Matters of Religion; 
i. e. of bearing Rule ii the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of 
lording it, as before, over the Faith of his Sub- 
jects. They approv'd the Deciſions of the ancient 
Councils, moſt of them good indeed in reality; but 
all of them bad, in Form, and for want of Aurhori- 
- The Madneſs of Syſtems ſeiz d theſe great Men. 
They drew up many. They ſet themſelves to make 
Confeſſions of Faith; in * being agreed in all 
ah "NET clear 
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clear: and fundamental Points, they diſagreed very 
much in ſome dark Points, and by no means fun- 
damental. The Conſequences. are known, and we 
ſtill groan under them. They ſeparated from one 
another upon this Occaſion. Inſtead of healing the 
great Schiſm, that had rent the Weſtern Church for ſo 
many Centuries, they broke ſtill more in Pieces a- 
mong themſelves. . In a Word, they canton'd them- 
ſelves in the Provinces which they had taken from 
the Uſurper ; and under the Name of the Pure Goſ- 
pel, and Liberty, they domineer'd in their ſmall Re- 
publicks, almoſt as arbitrarily. as the Uſurper him- 
ſelf did in his own, Kingdom, This is the ſad Con- 
dition, in which the Reformation it ſelf hath left the 
Kingdom of Chriſt,  . 57705 . 


2d Reflexion. Here is the Evil; but where is the 


Remedy ? In its contrary. The Porz Rr of the 
Cru xc is the only Cauſe of thoſe humerous Schiſms, 
which tear the Kingdom of Chriſt to Pieces. The 
Poezxyiof the Chu ncn muſt. be Reform'd. But 
there are three Hindrances to ſo ;juſt and neceſſary 
a Reformation. ren lo l ech 30 tall 4 

The brit is, the Moridiy Intereſt of Ecclefiaſticks. In 


order to ſuch a Reformation, ita is i neceſſary that 


they ſhould be willing: to. deſcend, rom the heighth 
of their Greatneſs ;: to preach not themſelves, but Chrift 
844% the Lord, and "themſelves 1 - - yerwvants of their 

ellow-Chriſtians ; for. ESUS Sale; (2 Cor iv. 5. 
not the Judges of the Law, but the Obſervers of it; 
(Jam. iv. 2.) It is neceſſary that they ſhould re- 
nounce the Authority, which they have uſurp'd. It 
is neceſſary, in Conſequence of this Renunciation, 
that they ſhould ſuppreſs Al the, Eceleſiaſtical Laws 
which. concern Doctrine; ALL the Canons of Coun- 
cils, -ALL the Deciſions of Synods, Arr the Conrts- 
SIONS or FarTtH, and in a Word, ALL Human Deter- 


minations without Exception. [Let not my Read- 


ers be frighten'd. There 1s nothing in this that tends 
to 
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to favour Hereticks in the leaſt. One ſingle plain 


Text of Seripture is more effectual a Thouſand 
times to convince them, to ſtop their Mouths, to con- 
demn them, than all the Canons and Anathema, of 
Councils.} It is neceſſary that Ecclefaſticks ſhould 
keep within the Bounds of their Functions, 
which are to inſtruct, to exhort, to admonitſh, 
to adminiſter the Sacraments, and to exerciſe 
Diſcipline according to the Word of God. In a 
Word, it is neceſſary that they ſhould unmovea- 
bly adhere to this great Principle, (which the 
Reformers laid down in Speculation, but which 
the Prejudices of Authority and Cuſtom hindered 
them from following in Practice,) viz. that Chriſt 
is the only Legiſlator; and that there is nothing that 
can oblige the Conſciences of Men, but his Laws 
clearly reveal'd in the Goſpel. 

It ſeems that all this admits of no Difficulty. Af- 
ter all, this laſt Point is unanimouſly agreed by all 
Proteſtants: And the other foregoing Points, which 
we have juſt now enlarg'd upon, neceſſarily follow 
from hence. This is plain to every Eye. Bur the 
Authority of the Church, or of Eccleſiaſtical Lead- 

ers, is unhappily here in Competition with that of 

eſus Chriſt. Here is a Conflict of Authority. If 
2 Chriſt is re-eſtabliſh'd in his, the Eccleſiaſticks 
muſt neceſſarily looſe theirs. This, I ſay, is the 
Source of that ſo univerſal and ſo ſcandalous Op- 
poſition, which a Doctrine ſo evangelical, and ſo 
neceſſary, hath met with amongſt the Eng/ih Clergy, 
and will meet with, without doubt, every where elſe. 
Ever fince St. Pauls time, the Miniſters have not 
alter'd for the better. All ſeek their own, not the Things 
which are Jeſus Chriſt's. And where are thoſe to be 


found, who, after the Example of the Forerunner 


of Chriſt will be content zo decreaſe, that he may in- 
creaſe? Nevertheleſs, without this, we may ſay what 


we pleaſe, Proteſtantiſm is nothing but a Sha- 
K 2 dow ; 


UP) 


dow ; and the Reformation,. even ſuppoſing it was 
Uniyerſal, would be but a very incompleat and im. 

erfe& one: Becauſe, after having rooted out of the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt the moſt crying Abuſes, 
it would fill leave in it the Root of ALL Abuſes, 
viz, the Pop RT of the Churcn. 

The ad Hindrance are the civil Eftabliſhments. The 
Princes, who reform'd, eſpous'd the private Quar- 
rels of the Reformers. They ſuffer'd themſelves to 
be perſuaded that the very Eſſence of Religion was 
at ſtake, and not merely Things utterly indifferent 
and acceffory ; and imagining that the forcing of 
their Subjects to a perfect Uniformity would be con- 
ducive to the Tranquillity of their States, they 
enacted that Uniformity into a Law. 

They have had ſince too much Reaſon to repent 
of it, and to convince themſelves, that thoſe Eitg- 
bliſhments were far from being conduciye to the 
end which they propoſed by them : Becauſe, inſtead 
of ſecuting the Repoſe of their States, they have had 
no other effect but to diſturb them; inſtead of re- 
uniting their Subjects, they have only divided them. 
For, from thence haye ariſen numerous Factions, and 
Parties, which being wholly employed in deſtroying 
one another, neyer fail to ſacrifice the publick Good 
to their private Intereſt ; weaken the Goyernment, 
and expoſe it, by their frequent Commotions, to 
dangerous Reyolutions. „ 

It is certain that, in good Politics, noting is 
uſeful, but what is juſt. Now is it juſt to oblige 
Chriſtians, whoſe indiſpenſablg Duty it is to govern 
themſelves, in Things relating to Conſcience, by 
the Divine, Infallible, and Unchangeable Laws of 
the Goſpel ; is it juſt, I ſay, to oblige them tp go- 
vern themſelves, in that reſpect, by Human, Fallible, 
and Changeable Laws ? In what Place of the New 
Feſtament is it plainly ſaid, that a certain Govern- 
ment, a certain Set of Ceremonies, an entire Confor; 
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mity in certain Opinions, which, on neither ſide 
affect the Foundation of Faith, is neceſſary, in ſuch 
a Manner, as that there is no poſſibility of Salva- 
tion without it? It muſt be own d, the original E- 
vil lies at the Reformers own Door, who urg d that 
Uniformity in Trifles, ſo far as to break Commu- 
nion among themſelves, and to make Schiſm in the 
Church of God. But, next to them, Princes alſo 
had their ſhare in the Evil, when they ſet the Seal 
of publick Authority to that Uniformity, and to 
_ thoſe Schiſms. By this, They have unawares given 
away their Power to the Pop RT of the CHURCH, as 
they had before to the Pop ER of the Port; and 
by this, they have eſtabliſh'd, each in their Empires, 


an Empire in ſome Meafure independent on theirs, 


and ſuperior to it. For, it is a{ways Eccleſiaſticks 
who govern, properly ſpeaking ; and Kings are on- 
ly the Miniſters of their Ambition, and Paſſions. 
In weak Reigns, they govern the People by Princes ; 
and, with great dexterity, lay hold of the favourable 
Juncture, in order to enlarge, or to ſtrengthen their 
Spiritual Tyranny, by ſtreightning the Non-Confor- 
miſts by New Laws: And then, even ſuppoſing the 
State to be reduc'd to the laſt Extremity, the 
Church takes breath, revives infallibly, and flou- 
riſhes. On the contrary, in ſtrong Reigns, they go- 
vern Princes by the People ; or, at leaſt, they tic up 
their Hands, And if they ſuſpect that they deſign 
anywiſe to ſtrike at thoſe ſo unjuſt and ſo partial 
Laws, by reſtoring to- their natural Rights all 
their Subjects, who have not forfeited them; 


they throw unjuſt Sufpicions among the Multi- 


tude; they cry down their Government, under 
the vain pretences of the DanGex oF THE 
Cnu cu; (this venerable Name they give to their 
Uſurpations ) they foment the Spirit of Diſcontent, 
and blow up every where the Fire of Rebellion. 
Let it be conſider d; and it will be found that = 
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2 are the Cauſe of the weakning of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt. They weaken every State, by 
the inteſtine Diviſions which they occaſion in it; 
by the Jealouſies and Animoſities, which they fo- 
ment between the Subjects. They weaken the gene- 
neral Intereſt; becauſe they prevent the good Union 
and Correſpondence which is neceſſary, in order to 
reſiſt the common Enemy, who will always have the 
better, whilſt they are divided. And till both Princes, 
and People, who are equally concern'd in this, u- 
nite together, in order to force the Pop RRV of the 
Cnunch in theſe Entrenchments; they will always 
have Reaſon to fear the Pop RT of the Pops. For, 
this is only a production and a branch of that; and, 
in the nature of Things, there is a neceſſary relati- 
on and ſympathy between them | 

The 3d Hindrance is, the Degeneracy, the natu- 
ral Lazineſs, and flaviſh Temper of the People. Gens 
ſervire nata. If they were of as generous a Spirit as 
the Bereans, which is ſo highly commended by St. Luke; 
and if they would take the trouble of examining 
Scriptures, in order to ſee whether what they are told is 
fo, they would ſoon - convince themſelves, and ſee 
with their own Eyes, that they are impos'd upon ; 
that this Conformity, the neceſſity of which is ſo ear- 
neſtly preſs d upon them, is in no wiſe neceſſary; 
and therefore that thoſe Laws, whether Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, or Civil, which eſtabliſh it as neceflary, are un- 
juſt. Now, as it is always juſt to repeal unjuſt 
Laws; if they were in the leaſt jealous of that precious 
Liberty, with which Jeſus Chriſt hath made them free, in- 
ſtead of ſo violently oppoling the Repeal of thoſe 
Laws, they would ſue earneſtly for it ; inſtead of 
ramely ſubmitting their Shoulders to the Yoke, and 
of endeavouring with all their might to impoſe it 
— others, they would ſhake it off from them- 
elves. 7 F 5 
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But what would become then of NationalChurches? 
They would ſtill remain National Churches; with 
this new Advantage, that they would be no more 
founded, as ſuch, upon arbitrary Laws, and deſtru- 
Rive of Chriſtian Liberty; but upon the perfect Law 
of Liberty it ſelf, which is the great Foundation of 
the Chriſtian Church. Men would ſtill conform 
to the eſtabliſh'd Church ; but then, they wou'd do 
it out of choice, and not neceſſity. It would be no 
more neceſſary to renounce one's Liberty, in order 
to join with it; but every one wou'd make uſe of 
his Liberty in joining with it. Temporal Rewards 
and Puniſhments would be no longer the Engines of 
Conformity; but Conſcience and Perſwaſion only. 
In tine, all the Children of the National Church 
would be Children of the Free- Woman, a People of 
a Free-Mill; and the better Subjects of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the more they ſcorn'd to be the Slaves of Men 

It follows from hence 1ſt that the People of Eng- 
land miſtake, and take an alarm without Reaſon, 
in the prefent Juncture. It is not Conformity that is 
aim'd and ſtruck at, (even ſuppoſing what they ima- 
gine were true) but Tyranny, and thoſe Laws which 
make it neceſſary, and which, by making it ſo, not 


only conſtrain the Conſciences even of thoſe who. 


practiſe that Conformity; but alſo render it odious, 
for that very Reaſon, to thoſe who do not practiſe 
it, and who, if it was not for this, would be incli- 
nable to it. There are thoſe, for Inſtance, who ap- 
prove of the Doctrine of the Articles, as being a 
Chriſtian Doctrine, and who diſapprove of the Ar- 
ticles themſelves, as they are Articles, or human De- 
ciſions, the Subſcription to which they think it un- 
juſt to require. There are thoſe, who willingly ac- 
knowledge Epiſcopacy to be the moſt uſeful and 
ancient Government in the Church; and who can- 
not bear that it ſhould be decided to be of an ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity. In fine, there are thoſe, who prefer 
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the EsravL1sn'p Cav xc to any other; and who find 
no other fault at all, or hardly any other fault, but 
that it is eſtabliſ d; becauſe it does not belong to Men 
to make Laws of Conſcience, properly ſo called. 
And altho' it be neceſſary that there ſhould be Or. 
der in the Church; it is by no means neceſſary, but 
merely indifferent, that there ſhould be one particu- 
lar certain Order. | ö 

2dly, that my Lord Biſhop of Bangor, by pleading 
for Liberty in Religion, renders a ſubſtantial Ser- 
vice to the Church of England it ſelf; whereas the Sher- 
locks, the Snapes, the Laus, &c. do it a real Diſſer- 
vice. One may bear Teſtimony to theſe Gentle- 
men, that they have Zeal for the Church; but that 
Zeal is not certainly according to Knowledge. They 
are not awares, that the true Glory of the Mother of 
us all is to be free, and to beget Free Children; 
whereas they make her a Slave, an Agar, a Je- 
ruſalem from below, which, firſt deprives Men of 
their Liberty, before ſhe receives them into her Bo- 
ſom. Do they think that this is a good way to make 
her amiable, and the Mother of many Children? I dare 
venture to ſay that Eſtabliſhment, as ſuch, is almoſt 
the only thing, that hath emptied the Churches, and 
fill'd the Meeting-houſes. 
One may judge what would be the effect of an 
univerſal Civil Toleration, from the late Conduct of 
the French Refugees, which the Nation hath been wit- 
neſs to. They have for the moſt Part conform d, 
notwithſtanding their Prejudices: Why ? Becauſe 
they have been left fully and entirely at Liberty as 
to that: And I dare engage that, had any-one at- 
tempted to force them to it, they wou'd for the 
moſt Part have croſs'd the Seas again, and ſought for 
Places of Refuge elſewhere, rather than to ſubmit to 
a Condition that would have appear d to them un- 
juſt. The Reaſon is, that Conſcience, and Religion, 


are eſſentially Enemies to Conſtraint. | 
| | 2dly, 
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34ly, That Engliþ Conformiſts are inexcuſa- 
ble, very unjuſt, and very ungrateful, ro li- 
ſten ro the malicious Infinuations of the Ene- 
mics of the King and of his Government. 
If that great Prince had any defign of en- 
ſaving the Liberty of his People, he needs only 
to give himſelf up to the High-Church Party. This 
would be the moſt likely Method of ſucceed- 
ing in it. By yielding to them an Arbitrary Power 
dyer the Conſciences of Men, he would infallibly 
engage them to yield to Him, out of Gratitude, an 
Arbitrary Power over their Lives and Fortunes. 
They would begin a-new to preach up more than 
ever Paſſive Obedience, and Non- Refiſtante. The 
Non-Conformiſts would be once tor all rooted 
out ; In fine, the Church would Triumph. But what 
would then become of the State ? Let every one 
jadge of it from the preſent Condition of a Neigh- 
bouring Kingdom, which a Prince of formidable 
Memory hath ruin'd; without almoſt any hopes of 
Recovery, in order to eſtabliſh Uniformity in Re- 
ligion ; 1. e. to oblige the Pope, in a Thing utter» 
ly unjuſt. Would any one purchaſe at ſuch a Rate 
the unjuſt Triumphs of the Church of England, or 
rather of the Popes of Englaud ? 0 
So that a convincing Proof that the King, who 

knows of no Greatzeſs but that which ariſes from 
2 juſt Government; In Recto Decus ; a convincing 
Proof, I ſay, that he hath nothing ſo much at 
Heart as the Happineſs of his People, is, that he 
ſcorns to ſhare their Liberties with Eccleſtaſticks. 
He abhors on his part Tyranny in the Stare ; nor 
is he willing to bear with it in the Church. The 
Laws about Conformity are the Fences of that Ty- 
ratiny : Laws pernicious, which not only oppreſs 
the Religious Liberty of his Subjects, but alſo con- 
tinually endanger their Civil Liberty. This Great 
Prince is ſeeking after the Means of fecaring _ 
Or 
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for ever, and of making his Subjects true Britons, 
and Free in every Reſpe& for ever. And what do 
the Confermiſts do? They oppoſe themſelves to theit 
own Happineſs, and ſeem to be diſpoſed to fide 
with their Tyrants, againſt their Deliverer. This is a 
terrible Inſtance of the Infatuation of the People, 
and a palpable Proof of the abſolute neceſſity there 
is of uſing all lawful Methods, in order to root out 
the Popery of the Church. | 
3d Reflection. The Controverſy now on foot 
in England deſerves a ſingular Attention, upon an- 
other Account. | 
It ſeems that the happy Millenium is at hand. 
The decay of the Authority of the Pope, which is 
nothing now but a ſhadow of itſelf ; the Quarrels 
of almoſt all the Princes of that Communion with 
the Sec of Rome; the Settlement of King GzorGt 
upon the Throne of Great Britain; the Humilia- 
tion of the Turk by the miraculous ViRories of 
Prince Eugene; the Preliminaries of a general Peace, 
which in all Appearance cannot fail ; the Accom- 
pliſhment of Prophecies ; the almoſt unanimous 
Agreement of all thoſe who have undertook to ex- 
plain them, and who agree in this, viz. that the 
1260. Prophetick Days, or Chaldaick Years, fixed 
| for the Affliction of the Saints, are nigh over: All 
N this affords a very probable Reaſon to judge, that 
| the Reign of Antichriſt drives near to an end; 
| and thar the Reign of Chrilt will ſoon begin. 
1 The Bangorian Controverſy is neceſſary chietly 
| to introduce that great Event; and it is to be 


1 wiſh'd that it may be kept up, till every Branch of 
11 it be thoroughly examin'd. The Reformation hath ] 
indeed leſſen d, and carried away, in Part, that a 
monſtrous Excreſcence of the Popery of the Church, f. 
viz, the Popery of the Pope; but the Popery h 
of the Church, as an univerſal Leproſy, covers - 


ſtill the whole Myſtical Body of Jelus * 
n 
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And till it be cleanſed from it, that monſtrous 
Excreſcence will never be entirely cut of. On 
the contrary, take away the Popery of the Church, 
and the Popery of the Pope falls, by this very Thing; 
and Jeſus Chriſt, who hath fix d to the time of that 
Downfall the Epocha of the beginning of his 
Reign, Jeſus Chriſt will come, and reign. 

Every Thing therefore lies at ſtake in this Con- 
troverſy; and thoſe who oppoſe the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor's Principle, whoſoever they be, oppoſe the 
Reign of Chriſt. They ſay in a Manner: © We 
© will not have this Man to reign over us. Our Sla- 
very pleaſes us more than the Liberty to which 
© Chriſt hath call'd us. The Yoke which Men 
© have loaded our Shoulders with, ſeems to us 
© more lovely, than his.. Our Fathers bore it, and 
© we are reſoly'd to bear it likewiſe. They have 
© livd in Rebellion againſt Chriſt, and we are re- 
* ſoly'd todo ſo too. It is impoſſible but the World 
muſt recover from this Infatuation ; and to hear- 
ken at laſt, not to the Biſhop of Bangor ; for, God 
forbid we ſhould Glory in Men; but to God him- 
ſelf, who loudly tells them from the midſt of the 
excelent Glory : This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
well pleaſed, Hear Him. What ſo great Inconveni- 
ence can there be imagin'd in hearing Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Is not his Word as clear as the Sun, in eſſential 
Points? Is it not ſufficient to condemn the Rebels, 
and the Gainſayers ? It will judge them at the laſt 
Day; and why ſhould it not judge them in this Life 
alſo? Is not he. who believeth not, already condemu'd ? 

It behoves Proteſtants to ſet the Example of a 
Reformation, ſo deſirable, and ſo neceſſary: (and 
among Proteſtants, it ſeems that Providence deſigns 
for the Church of England the Glory of beginning 
firſt of all this great Work, which Glory the will 
not ſuffer to be raviſh'd from her by any other.) 
They would no ſooner have aboliſh'd all Human 
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Laws relating to Conſcience, but they would find 
themſelves to be in Reality, what they profeſs 
themſelves to be, wiz. true Proteſtants. Thoſe 
Names of Lutheran, Calviniſt, Presbyterian, &c. would 
be loſt in that of Chriſtian. As there would be no 
longer but one Goſpel, Chriſt would be no more di- 
ded. All would ſpeak the Language of Canaan, and 

would no more hate one another for {light Diffe. 
rences of Dialefs. All would find themſelves 
reconciled unto God in one Body. All would fight 
the ſame Battel, for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints. And could Popery withſtand Brethren thus 
united ? The Reformation would therefore become 
General. And what is a general Reformation, but 
the Reign of Chriſt, not only begun, but alſo conſi- 
derably advanc'd ? In fine, All the Kingdoms of the 
Earth would become the Kingdoms of God, and of his 
Chriſt. I own this Idea raviſhes me. May the E- 
vent juſtify ſo happy an Omen! And Bleſſed be the 
Kingdom of our Father David, that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


O Merciful God, who haſt made al Men, and hateſt 

nothing that thou haſt made, nor wouldeſt the Death 
of a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould be converted and 
live: Have Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels 
and Hereticks, and take from them all Ignorance, Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Word ; and ſo fetch 
them home, bleſſed Lord, to thy Plock, that they may be 
ſaved among the Remnant of the true Iſraelites, and be 
made one Fold under one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the holy Spirit, one 
God, World without End. Amen. 
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An Ac cou Nr of the a 
of Mr. DURET TE, Oc. 


HE foregoing Book having made a very 
. va great Noiſe among the French ; not 
only on its own Account, but on the 
Account of the Cenſure paſs'd upon it 
by a great Prelate of our Church ; it 
cannot be thought improper in me, who am ſo 
much intereſted in it, to ſay ſomething upon this 
Occaſion, with reſpe& to the Principles of the | 
Book, and Conduct of the Author, as well as to | 
ſome other Points relating to the ſame Matter. 

I. A little after Mr. Graverol's Book againſt me 110 
came out, Mr. Durette wrote to me this Anony- | 


mous Letter. 


SIR, | 
; AS the Cauſe, which you are ar in, is dear | 


to me, becauſe it is the Cauſe of our common 
* Maſter ; and as you cannot anſwer all your Ad- 
* verſaries at once; I am preparing an Anſwer to 
© Mr. Graverol. In it Iwill examine. ... his Reflexi- 110 
* ons upon divers Paſſages of your Preface and [| 1 
* Notes; in which, for the moſt part, I find no- 
thing reprehenſible, but a little too much Viva- 
city and Sarcaſm. I ſhall endeavour to take a- 
way the bad Impreſſion he hath endeavour'd to 
I pive of you. And I will do this, even more for | 
his own, and our French People's ſake, than for Ii 
* the ſake of you, whom I have not the Happineſs 10 
to know, and whom ſuch Judgments cannot hurt 11 
: I chooſe not to be known; nevertheleſs | | 


* I am with much eſteem, Cc. 1 
He 
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He vifited me after this, Three or Four times, as he 
ſays himſelf in his Appeal, p. 6. (he might have 
ſafely ſaid Seven or Eight, at leaſt ; ) but with Caution, 
he adds, 10 avid giving a handle to the Buſy Bodies 
amongſt us. He communicated to me his Mann- 
ſcript, which occaſion d much free Diſcourſe be- 

' tween us, and which I thank'd him very much for. 
Soon after his Book came our, he viſited me; and 
preſented me with ſome Copies of it. The 7th of 
June laſt he wrote to me, and amongſt other 
things, let me know that there was to be a Second 
Edition of Mr. Dub's Book, with Additions. As I 
ſhall not be ſpar d in them, (continues he,) 1 bleſs God 
before-hand, for his thus calling me to ſuffer in ſo good 
a Cauſe, and in ſo good Company. 
When I had ſeen Mr. Dub's Second Edition, in 
which Mr. Durette is ſo much blacken'd, I wrote 
to him to expreſs my ſincere Concern for him, &c. 
He wrote me an Anſwer of Eight large Pages; 
in which, after having thank'd me very much, he 
imparts to me the whole Plan of his deſign'd Anſwer 
to Mr. Dub. and not only calls God to Witneſs of the 
Falſiiy of his main Accuſation of him, but acquaints 
me with ſeveral Particulars, in order to clear hin- ca 
ſelf; 1 do it for your Comfort, ſays he, and for my 
Lord's, who would be griev'd to ſee an infamous Man 
in the Number of the Well wiſbers (I do not deſerve to 
be ranked among the Defenders) of the Beſt and Ho- 
neſteſt Cauſe in the World. 

A little after this, Mr. Dar. if J miſtake not, 
viſited me; and we agreed that I ſhould tranſlate 
his Book into Engliſh, and his deſign'd Anſwer to 
Mr. Dub. too, when finiſh'd. | 

Blut the next time he came, he appeared to be 
in a great Fright upon what had paſs'd at London, 
viz, that the Biſhop of London had writ a Circular 
Letter to the French Churches, to enjoyn them to 


torbid him their Pulpits. But as he eaſily agreed 
| wit 
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with me that no Temporal Evil ought to hinder 
him from following his Conſcience, and adheritig 
firmly ro thoſe important Truth, which he had 
deliverd to the World as ſuch; ſo, he went a- 
way, declaring that he wou'd rather die than forſake 
them, &C. | 

I now began to hear from others, that there 
was a Recantation on foot: And I hinted ſome- 
thing of this to Mr. Dur. in a Letter, and en- 
treated him to obviate even falſe Reports. He 
anſwer'd me thus, Jaly the 23d, You wrong me, there 
is nothing in what you have heard, but that I have 
promis'd to explain my ſelf. But I ſhall take great 
care not to explain the Truth away. Our chief Mi- 
niſters are ſenfible of the Abuſe (viz. of Confeſſions 
of Faith: ) and if I had not juſtified ſome Expreſſions 
of Mr. De la Pillonniere, by Name, the Uproar wou d 
not have been ſo univerſal. After all, it is not you 
that J have defeuded, (you had no need of it, your 
Facts defend you enough,) but a Truth which J hold in 
common with you, and with all the Moderate among 
Chriſtians. When my Explications, in which 1 will 
only ſay the ſame things over again, are done, I will 
communicate them to you. ..... Your Suſpicions are 
injnrious to me: Have a better Opinion of me. 

I wroteto Mr. Dur. to make a friendly Apology for 
my Fears. He anſwer'd thus,July 25. I have juſtified 
* ſome of your Expreſſions, and named you, only the 
better to ſhew the Heinouſueſs of an Abuſe, which 
alone juſtified even the hardeſt Expreſſions of a 
* Man, who was look'd upon as an Enemy, and as 
an Outragious one. For you know that, when 
"I wrote my Book, I had not the Honour of knou- 
ing you perſonally. I had not approved Mr. Gra- 
* verol's falſe Judgments : but I remain'd in ſuſ- 
* penſe. Your Fatts have indeed been ſince a ter- 
* rible J/eight in the Balance. Nevertheleſs, I will 
e ſo free with you as to tell you, that I have not 


© approv'd 


Py 


c approv'd all your Notes ; tho' I have nothing to 
do with them... I add with pleaſure that, fince 
I have known you, I have perceiv'd in you none 
© but Honourable Sentiments. But you have ſome 
< Sentiments of Speculation, which I do not like. 
(He means only my carrying Toleration too far, he 
© thinks.) However, we have one common Truth 
© to defend; and I will contribute towards the do- 
ing it well (ſeeing that I am call'd to it by Provi- 
© dence) that ſmall! Portion of Light which God 
© hath given Me.“ At the end, he aflures me of his 
ſincere Friendſhip Uſque ad aras ; &c. 2 
As, beſides the common Report that Mr. Dur. had 
Recanted, I receiv d certain Information that he had 
done ſomething, that was univerſally look d upon 
as equivalent to a Recantation, I was not at all ſur- 
riz d at this Letter, tho it anſwer'd to nothing in 


my laſt. I eaſily ſaw that he had been teaz'd by my 


Enemies among the French, and that he was now 
ſorry, if not aſham'd, of having engag d too far 
with Me, and publickly defended Me. However 
I reminded him of his firſt Letter, and of the other 
Engagements he had voluntarily put himſelf under ; 
and I told him further that, tho' I did no more like 
ſome of his Sentiments of Speculation, than he lik d 
ſome of mine, vx. about Toleration only; yet this 
kind of Difference in Sentiments alone (which I 


had very well born with, from the very beginning 


of our Acquaintance;) would never occaſion any 
Breach, nor even Coldneſs, on my part. 

Mr. Dur, in a Letter Aug. the 8th. ſent me one 
third of bis Anſwer to Mr. Dub. in French. In the 
ſuppoſition, ſays he, that you will le pleas d to finiſb 
what you have begun, — not to recede from your Pro- 
miſo. Tou will ſee that 1 have confin'd my ſelf merely 
to the juſtifying of my Book, without ſuffering my ſeif 
to be ſhaken by the Contradictions I meet with. _ And 
this ought to be enough to hinder you from giving — 
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to falſe Reports, if there are any that can reach von. 7 
will do my ſelf the Honour to come and ſee you, and to 
acquaint you with every thing that hath lately been 


done. | 

I wonder'd a little at firſt at Mr. Dur.'s ſuſpect- 
ing that I might recede from my Promiſe. But my 
Wonder ceas'd, as ſoon as I read what I was to 
Tranſlate. 1 was very juftly offended at ſeveral 

Paſſages in it; and therefore ſent ' him back his. 
Papers, with an Expoftalatory Letter. He let me 
know at laſt, in a Letter, Aug. the 5th. that he had 
ſulſerib'd a Paper, (which the Biſhop of London vnd 
rquir'd as a Condition, before be recalld his Circular 
Liter; ) containing, amongſt other things, as he 
repreſented it, the main Truth which he had eſtabliſh'd 
in his Book, viz. that Confeſſions of Faith are mere 
Declarations, and not Rules; and that thoſe who nſe 
them as Rules, are guilty of an Abuſe ...... Do you 
al this a Recantation, continues he? ' Nevertheleſs, 
as there was good reaſon to fear leaſt the Publick ſhould 
judge of it as your Informers ..... have done, 1 often 
delar'd, more ftill out of regard to Truth, than to my 
own Reputation, in a full Confiſtory, (which was com- 
niſſion'd by the Biſhop,) that this was not at all a Re- 
cantation, and that they would be unjuſt to look upon 
it themſelves, or to repreſent it to the Publick, as one; 
but a mere Expoſition of the Sentiments couch'd in my 
Book. After this, he owns that I had juſtly found 
Fault with ſome of his Expreſſions, which, ſays he, 
I put in through Miftake, but which I all mend. 
Thus Mr. Dur. gave me ſome Satisfaction upon 
ſeveral Points. But, as I ſtill defired farther Satiſ- 
faction upon Another important Point, or elſe to 
be excuſed from having any hand in tranſlating his 
Anſwer ; he printed it in French alone, without 
conſulting me any more. | 
Upon reading it, I was glad to find that he had 
cutixely ſuppteſſed in it _— main Point which 1 
com- 
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complain'd of. And, tho' I could have wiſh'd him 
to have left out ſome few things, and ſoften'd 
ſome few Expreſſions; yet I am very well pleas'd 
with his Appeal; and, conſidering that he had, o- 
thers:to pleaſe too, I bear it very patiently that 
he did not think fit to oblige me, and to comply 
with my Reaſons, any further. For, what could [ 
wiſh, him to have ſaid more in the behalf of my 
elf, than that, as ſoon as he had ſeen my Firſt Ar 
Br to Dr. Snape, the Fact, I relate in it over-power d 
bis Judgment in my behalf by their Evidence; p. 6. in 


Vindication of my Expreſſions, than that he juſtified 


them, the better to ſbew how notorious and crying that 
Abuſe was, which alone juſtified even the hardeſt 
Expreſſions; in Commendation of our common 
Principles, than that his great End had been to write 
againſt the mutual Non-forbearance of Proteſtants, and 
to convince them of the indiſpenſable Obligation they are 
under to Reunite? What can be more Proteſtant, or 
Latitudinarian-like, than what he ſays, p. 67. that 
© the moſt damuable of all Herefies is the want 
© Mutual Forbearance and Charity? Or this Paſſags, 
P. 13. It is certain that there is in every Commu- 
nion an High, and a Low-Church. An High-Church, 
united into a Confederacy by certain diſtinguiſhing 
Articles; the Belief of which makes not a Chr: 
* ſtian, or a Proteſtant, but a Lutheran, a Calviniſi, 
© a Presbyterian, a Church of England. man. A Lou- 
© Church, united into a Confederacy by certain com- 
* mon Articles; the Belief of which makes not 4 
* Lutheran, or a (alviniſt, or a Presbyterian, or à 
Church of England-Man, but a Chriſtian, and 3 
* Proteſtant. An High-Church, made up of the K-. 
© pid; who exclude from their External Communiou 


* their Brethren ; for their rejecting thoſe diſtinguih- 


© ing Articles, to which the former are pleas d to 
© tack an Igea of Neceſſity. A Low-Chu#ch, made 
Tup of the Moderate, who. . .. .... doing no W 
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to declare, as he does, p. 14. for the Chriſtian Pro- | 
teſtant Church of England, ſuch' as Mr. Dubourtiew | 
very well deſcribes it, p. 8. of His late Book, in | 
oppoſition to the Laudean Church, by its moſt po- 
culiar and eminent Character; vix. as being far from | 
ſetting human Inſtitutions on a level with Divine Pre» 
cepts, or the Deciſions of frail Men with the Laws 
of God, and keeping with the'Proteſtant Chutches | 
abroad Unity in Spigbi of Uniformity' ? I might in- 
deed tranſcribe two third Parts of Mr. Ditiette's 
Appeal, to ſhew how deeply ahd firmly he is ſtill 
rooted in the True Latitudinarian Principles; ob- 
ſerying at the ſame Time, that Alf he has ſaid here, 
or in his former Book, amounts not in effect to 
more than what Mr. Dub. has before him freely 
expreſs d in that Notable Sentence; and therefore 
that Mr. Durette would have great reaſon to com- 
plain, if he alone iũſt experience the Cenſure and 
Frowns of a Great 'Prelate, whilſt Others, who have 
ſaid' the ſame Things, meet with nothing but 
Smiles and Approbation. 3 eren 
There is indeed, in Mr. Durettes Appeal, one 
thing that might look like a ſort of an Atonement 
for theſe Latitudinarian Truths; in the Eyes of the 
French Clergy; were it not that they are too Quick- 
Febred to miſtake Z/ords for Tings; and not to ſee; | 
that the ſquaring of the Circle ſhall be ſooner found - 410 

M 2 out, | 4 


TJTCCCCCTCCC oo i. ME E 
- 
...... ————— —-— — en 
— — GIA "—_— * 
— — ͤ ägx2— 


—— 
— — 
* — — — 


[92 ] 
out, than that Undiſcoverable Medium between Tole- 
ratiq and Non: T. oleration, between Narrowsſpirited- 
eſs and Latitudinariſin, i. e. between Popery and 
Proteſtantiſm : Which Mr. Durette thinks he hath 
gointed out, p. 10. of his Appeal ; whilſt, in Reality, 
he does no more than what the World will find he 
Rad already done in his Book, and what too many 
Photeflants are wont to do; viz. ſaid Good Things, 
and laid his main Streſs upon them; and then Un. 
faid chem all again. 

And in order to prove what I now ſay, I will 
choſe, as a Hecimen, that elaborate NM. B. of his 
Appeal, p. 13. in which he endeavours to draw 
hack from the Laritudinariani, as much as ever he 
trieben giving up thoſe Truths, which appear 

to be ſtill the Deareſt to 12 IM: 

ww” He. ſolemnly. decla e, that he deſigned 
£,torefle& by ds Eapreſionse? 2 1 mis Book! only N 

the Schiſmaticks,.gnd. Rigid, the different So cie- 
ties of Ae 98585 hath expresſly ex 
y cepted. the Modergra, bo th. Clergy and Laity ; who, 
tho Members of them, haye. = pe Faith 
< and Charity, and.;look upon. riſtians, h 
© have no Fundamental Erro as their Brethren 
Now all this is very Chriſtiau ite, and very juſt, if 
you take away this laſt Reſtri 10; * which i is pgrpe- 
tually repeated in bis two Books, and is utteth 
inconſiſtent with that amiable Carboliciſm, which le 
conſtantly recommends. - But that fs W 
overthrows whatever Mr. Durette hath ſaid againſt 
Confelſiaus of Faith, as Rules, and al manner of li- 
man Deciſions, &c. which he ſays er often, 3 
very juſtly, are the true Ee et Schiſms, 


1 demonſtrate thus. 

152. J oblerye, chat the C bin a exends only.t9 
Chriftiaus. 2dh, That Pa e parte 
larly excluded out of it, as Teng 22 
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Schiſmaticks of all Chriſtians ; and conſequently, ac- 
cording to Mr. Dur. p. 57. the moſt guilty of all of the 
moſt damnable of all Herefies. 3. That, by Catholick Cha- 
rity here, he means a charitable Diſpoſition either to 
receive to Communion Chriſtians of different Sen- 
timents, or to go and communicate Occaſionally 
with Them. 4. That, if we muſt ſtand firm to 
the aforemention'd Reſtriction; this Catholick Chari- 
ty ought not to extend at all to any Chriſtians, let 
them be neyer ſo great Followers of Jeſus Chriſt 
in all other Reſpects, who have ſome fundamental 
Error : And therefore that the Moderate ought to 
behave themſelves, in this Particular, towards 
them, as the Rigid do. 5. That it is matter of 
Fat}, that there hath never been any Schiſm about 
Speculative Points, not only among Proteſtants, but 
allo among Chriſtians in general, but what hath 
been occalion'd by the determining of this Que- 
ſtion different Ways, viz. what is a fundamental Er- 
ur, and what is not? 6. That this Queſtion muſt 
be ultimately determin'd either by Every one for 
Himſelf ; or by Others for Every one. 7. I ſuppoſe 
that a Proteſtant, as ſuch, who does what that Deno- 
mination obliges him to do, and who therefore be- 
longs to the inviſible Church, cannot be ſhut out of 
the Catholick Charity, or Brotherly Love of the wifible 
Church, we ſpeak of. Now I argue thus with re- 
gard to the. 6th Propoſition. 

If every one is to determine for himſelf that Que- 
ſtion, viz. what is a Fundamental Error, and what 
not; then it is manifeſt that no diſſenting Proteſtant, 
as ſuch, can poſſibly have any Pundamental Error ; 
becauſe no one can ever judge thoſe peculiar Secu- 
lative Tenets to be Fundamental Errors, which he actu- 
ally judges to be Important,. if not Fundamental 
Tmaths, And therefore, upon the preſent Suppe/ition, 


hat Catholick Charity, or Brotherly Love, according to 
Mr. Dur. is due to Him. And if he ſticks to it, 


he 


3 : 

he is indeed perfectly Conſiſtent with himfelf ; but 
a thorough Latitudinarian. hy 
But if Others are to determine for every one what 
is a Fundamental Error, and what not ; then, it is 
manifeſt that there will be no end of Creed-making, 
as Mr. Dur. expreſſes himſelf, and Excommunicating; 
and that Every Diſſent ing Proteſtant, let him difſent 
in never ſo important Points, or inconſiderable Tri- 
fles, and let him be never ſo Learned, and full of 
great and valuable Qualities, will be left at the 
Mercy of the fallible Judgment, or even the Fancy, 
or Pride, of the moſt Iguorant or Wicked Votaries of 
thoſe numerous Factions, (as Mr. Dar. calls * 
that rent the Kingdom of Chriſt. For, if you tel 
them, as Mr. Durrette perpetually does, that they 
ought to deem nothing Fundamental, but what is 
clearly contain'd 'in the Scripture, as ſuch; The moft 
Enorant, whether Well-meaning, or Defigning, will 
be always the moſt ready to believe, and to ſay, 
that ſuch and ſuch darling Tenets of theirs are clear. 
. th contain d in the Scripture, as Fundamental. So that, 
if this Judgment, that every one will infallibly, 
and muſt” neceſſarily make, that what he himſel, 
and his Church, hold is clearly contain d in Scripture 
as Fundamental, is inconſiſtent with Brotherly Love, 
and a charitable Diſpoſition to Occafional Conformi- 
ty, (as Mr. Durette pretends it is;) then even the 
moſt. Learu'd Diſenters, and the Beſt Chriſtians in e- 
very other Reſpect, i. e ſuch as are the moſt likely 
to be in the Right, and truly to belong to the ivi- 
fible Church, will be excluded from the viſible Church ; 
and in a Word all thoſe Schiſms, which Mr. Da- h; 
rette ſo grievouſly complains of, will, and mult, th 
inevitably follow. A Rigid Calviniſt, for Inſtance, th 
will tell him that he hath the very ſame Right nat J. 
to have that Brotherly Love for an Arminian, as Mr. wl 

| Durette hath to refuſe it to a Quaker, an Arian, à tra 


Soct ian, a Sabellian, &c. ſor this unanſwerable as: 
| | on, 
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1 
ſon, Unanſwerable, I ſay, by Mr. Durctte, viz. be- 
cauſe the Rigid Calviniſt, and Mr. Durette, equally 
judge, and are equally poſitive, that their reſpe- 
ctive diſtinguiſhing Tenets are clearly contain d in 
the Scripture, as Fundamental. And therefore, if 
Mr. Durette ſtands firm to his Reſtriction, he pro- 
perly belongs to the Set of the Rigid, (amongſt 
whom he muſt not forget that there are numberleſs 
degrees of Stiffneſs, down from the moſt bigotted 
among the Papiſts, to the leaſt bigotted among 
the Proteſtants ;) arid therefore incurs, more or leſs, 
thoſe harſh Cenſures, which he hath paſs'd in his two 
Books upon that ſort of Chriſtians; and which he 
cannot avoid, but by giving up his Reftriction; 
and ſpeaking more conſiſtently of that Chriſtian 
Latitude, which alone gives a Right to the Title of 
Moderate, and admits of no ſuch Stiffneſs, and of 
no ſuch Re£?rifijons, at all. 

I might ſhew, in many like Inſtances, that Mr. 
Darette pulls down with one Hand, what he hath 
taken vaſt pains to build up with the other. But 
I need not, having the Right Reverend Biſhop 
of London, and the French Clergy Themſelves, for 


my Vouchers in this. For, on the one hand, they 


have been offended at his Book, tho' he had laid 
down in it many Propoſitions, with the Subſcription 


of which, in Mr. Durette's own Words, (as he tells 


us, App. p. 40.) they have been entirely pleas d. 
From whence it is manifeſt that they thought theſe 
Propofitions contradictory to that part of his Book, at 
which they were grieyoully Hendel They have 
been entirely pleas d, I ſay, with this; after they 
have made him expresſly diſown in general, any o- 
ther Propofitions that might be found contradiftory to 
theſe Truths, (as the ſubſcrib'd Propoſitions are call'd, 
J. 41.) and promiſe to diſown them in particular, 
whenever he ſhould be made ſenſible of that Con- 
tradition. Which Promiſe, as I ſee no reaſon 72 
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14.4 
Mr. Durette ſhould complain of them for calling it 
a Recantation ; ſo, I cannot reconcile it with another 
Promiſe of his, which he hath repeated to me very 
often, viz. that, whenever he ſhould be made ſenſible 
of the aforeſaid Contradiftion, he would rather ſwallow 
All the Latiiudinarian Conſequences, than give up our 
common Principles, or, as he us'd to call them, Chri- 
Stianity it ſelf. 

The Reverend Mr. De la Motte likewiſe (who 
hath kept much more within the Bounds of De- 
cency, than ſome of his Brethren, and who places 
me not among the Emiſſaries of a helliſ Community, 
but among the ſtritt and zealous Proteſtants, p. 36.) 
Mr. De la M. I ſay, not only thinks, but alſo un- 


anſwerably proves, both that Mr. Durette is not 
conſiſtent with himſelf; and that he muſt be a 


| 
Latitudinarian, in order to be ſo. His firſt Demon- 
ſtration is this: (ſee his late Book about the Uſe- 
Fulneſs and Neceſſity of Conf. of Faith, p. 8.) By your ] 
Principles, ſays he to Mr. Dur. which are alſo his t 
(viz. Mr. P's) you ought to. . look upon All, who 
5 - receive the Scripture, and the Creed of the Apoſtles, 
| as Brethren. Now Socinians, and all other Hereticks + 
receive both. Therefore, &c. The 2d is this: Al 
the controverted Texts are obſcure ; and when they t 
are ſo, They do contain no ſuch Doctrine as 1s neceſ- I 
ſary, and diſtinftly to be believ'd, according to Mr. hi 
Dur. p. 13. Cc. Now All the Texts, belonging to D 
the Socinian Controverſy, 8c. are controverted. There- &, 
fore, c. The 3d, is this: which I ſhall put in th 
due Form, to avoid Mr. Durette's Cavils, (As. 7 
p. 75.) There may be ſome Truths, which are Funda- 1 
mental with relation to one Chriſtian, and which are 
not ſo with relation to another, whoſe Knowledge is more Pi. 
confin d, and who hath not receiv'd an equal Portion of mu 
Revelation and Underſtanding, ( ſee above, p. 52) rag 


Now this Plea is as good in the Mouth of a Socini- | 
an, or an Arian, or a Quaker, Oc. with G ec 
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Mr. Durette, as he owns it is with reſpe& to a Lu- 
theran, an Arminian, &c. Therefore, Mr. Dur. in or- 
der to be conſiſtent with himſelf, muſt equally look 
upon them all as Brethren. The 4th, is this: Mr. 
Dur. lays down as a Maxim, that Fundamental 
Points are thoſe which have been believ'd by All Chri- 


ſtian, in All Places, and at All Times: Now no con- 


troverted Point hath been ſo. Therefore c. The 
5th, is this: He alſo lays down as a Maxim, that 
Confeſſions of Faith ought to contain no Articles but 
what are Fundamental, i. e. not Conttovetted, or 
clearly reveal d in Scripture ; which Terms are Syno- 
nymous with him. Now Proteſtants, of different 
Denominationi, hold no diſtinguiſhing Article but 
what is controverted, and denied to be clearly re- 
vealed in Scripture. Therefore, &c. And let him 
not ſay, that their denying this does not hinder the 
Right Others have to look upon them as Erring in 


Fundamentals, and conſequently as no Chriſtians, as 


he often will have it. For, this Plea will be as 
ood in the Mouth of a Rigid Lutheran, for in- 
ance; againſt Him; as it can be in his, againſt 
Proteſtants of any other Denomination. 

Thus does Mr. De la Motte unanſwerably prove 
that Mr Dur. is a Latitudinarian, or is not a confre 
ſtent Man. But Mr. Dur. returns him the Kind- 
heſs ; and unanſwerably proves likewiſe, that Mr. 
De la M. muſt be a Latitudinarian too, or is not & 
conſiſtent Man. For, Mr. Dur. ſnews, App. p. 52. 
that Mr. De la M. owns the Truth of all his gene- 
ral and main Principles, as he really docs at large, 
and in the ſtrongeſt Terms, p. 12, &c. From whence 

r. Dur. very juſtly concludes that, if Mr. De lu 
Pill. who holds them in common with them both, 
muſt be deem'd confiſtent; (as Mr. De la M. ſhews 
he is;) then Mr. De /a M. is as much chargeable 
as himſelf with all the Latitudinarian Conſequen- 


tes; and even much more than himfelf, for this 
| _ unans 
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in earneſt, For, if ſo ; either theſe Latitudinarian 
* Conſequences are True; and then Farewell (ac- 
« cording to you, but not according to Me,) to All 
* Confeſſions of Faith, and to Fundamental Points: or 
« theſe Conſequences are Falſe ; and then Farewell 
* to our Proteſtant Principles; for, Falſe Conſequen- 
ces are not deducible from True Principles.” I 
ſhall leave theſe two Antagoniſts, who cannot agree 
with one another as ſoon as They differ from 
me, to Fight my Battels ; and only take notice of 
ſome few Things in Mr. De la Motte's Book, that 
more particularly concern me. 

1. Mr. Dur, and Mr. De la Motte, tho' diſagree- 
ing very much from one another, and from the 
Tranſlator of the Ded. to the Pope, yet unanimouſly 
- declare, that the hardeſt Names he hath beſtow'd 
upon Creed-makers, who pretend to bind the Conſci- 
ences of Men by their Confeſſions of Faith, ..... and 
to deliver their Diſſenters to Satan, or to cut them of 
from the Communion of the Inviſible Church, &c. are 
very deſervedly beſtow'd upon them. (See. above, 
jp. 12.) And Mr. De la Motte ſays likewiſe, p. 36. 
This you are pleas'd to call an Uſurpation of the Au- 
thority of the only Infallible Maſter, Tyranny, Rem» 
nants of the Romiſh Leproſy, Oppreſſzon of Chriſtian' 
Liberty, Proteſtant Popery, Antichriſtianiſm, &c. 
As to this, I declare it once more, you are in tbe 
Right. No Body can too much exclaim againſt ſo 
notorious a Conduct. But then he denies his Church 
to be guilty of any ſuch thing in Fact; and chal- 
lenges any one to quote any Author of theirs, who ex- 
dudes from Salvation thoſe who refuſe to believe, or 
ſubſcribe, the 40 Articles of Calvin. So that one 
would think, not only that any Men ſhould be hear- 
tily Welcome henceforth to think for themſelves, 
and to diſſent from the French Clergy, without 
ceaſing. to be look'd upon by them as Chriſtians, 
and Brethren, but that it had always been thus: 


N 2 elpeci- 
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eſpecially conſidering that he goes on even ſo far 
as to tell al their Diſſenters, p. 17. that, if they find 
that the Deciſions of their Paſtors are not agreeable to 
the Rule, they are oblig'd to reject them. But Mr. 
Durette hath already anſwer'd this Paſlage for me, 
(App. p. 57.) which, I am afraid, is nothing but 
an Occaſional Recantation of the main part of their 
Diſcipline ; particularly of the Form of Excommuni- 
cation preſcrib d in it; wherein, in Conſequence of 
the Power of binding and Joofing, which their H- 
nods cla im to themſelves, they pronounce both Sin- 
ners, and Diſſenters from them, to be in the Bonds 
of Satan; (lee Quick's Hiſtory of the French Synods, 
p. 33, and 36.) and of that unparalell'd Oath, to 
be taken by al the Deputies of the Provinces to Na- 
tional Synods ; by which they promis'd before God, to 
ſubmit to all that ſhould be concluded and reſolv' d upon 
in the future holy Aſſembly, and to obey, and perform it 
to the beit of their Power, (ibid. p. 41.) Ly However, 
I am glad to find a/ manner of Spiritual Tyranny 
and Perſecution, and Mr. Graverol's damning and 
perſecuting Principles, thus given up by this zealous 

Advocate of the French Clergy ; and I am in good 
hopes that my being an Enemy to beth, will no 
more be a reaſon for them to look upon me as an 
Enemy to Them ; or to be Enemies to me. 

2. Mr. De la M. after having thus given up the 
Right of Inforcing any thing upon the Conſciences of 
Cbriſtiaus, or pronouncing any damnatory Sentences 

againſt them, p. 22. contends ſtill for the Right 
of Forcing Diſſenters from the receiv d Opinions to 
be Silent, or to ſeek for ſome orher Communion. The 
Church, ſays he, p.27. does not require from them 
the Sacrifice of the Heart, but only the Sacrifice of the 
Tongue. But I ask, 1, Whether this be not re- 
ſuming again part of what he hath juſt now g1- 
ven up; and to Bind the Conſciences of Men, which 
way, and will infallibly, lead them to ſpeak ? wy , 


— 
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Whether the Church of Rome would not haye been 


very well conrented with this, and had ever per- 


ſecuted Proteſtants, if they had but held their 
Tongues ? 3dly, What Right the Church, or any par- 


ticular Ser of Clergymen, hath to cut off from their 


external Communion (for Mr. De la M. contends for 


no more) any Modeſt and Virtuous diſſenting Pro- 
teſtant; who may poſſibly, and does probably, 


belong to the Inviſible Church : and more than that, 
who mus? neceſſarily. belong to the Inviſible . 


Church, according to Mr. De la M. becauſe finding 
that the Deciſions of his Paſtors are not agreeable to the 
Rule, he is oblig-d to reject, and therefore does his 
Duty in rejecting, them? aqthly, Whether ſet- 
ting a Mark upon any ſuch . which will na- 
turally lead weak People at leaſt to leſſen their good 


Opinion of him, if not to defame him, and to 


avoid his Company, c. be not a great degree of 


Perſecution? 5thly, I anſwer in Mr. D's own Words, p. 
61. who repreſents Mr, de la M. ſpeaking thus to al. 
his Diſenters : Our Aſſemblies, and Miniſtry, and 
© our Communion Table is not for you. And if 
you do not ſubmit, againſt the Light of your Con- 


* ſciences, to ſuch doubtful Tenets ... the Belief of 
which, we our ſelves own, is not neceſſary, you 
* ſhall be no longer one Body, and one Bread with 
us . . This is (on Dur, ſays) a Schiſmatick Severity 
* and Cruelty, © 

not certainly ſet us an Example.  6thly, I ask 


how Mr. de la M would like to be forc'd to be ſilent, . 


or to ſeek for another Communion, if he had liv'd in 


what I have already anſwer'd to Mr. Grav. viz. that, 


at this rate, an Hypocrite Conformiſt wil ſuit him bet- 


ter than a Sincere Non-conformiſt. To this Mr. de la 


M. replies, that there is no Hypocriſy in being Silent. 
about ſuch Doctrines of the Church, even ſuppoſing. 


they 


which our Good Maſter .... hath 


2 Country where Arminianiſm, for Inſtance, ſhould 
have happen'd to be Uppermoſt ? 7thly, I anſwer. 
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they were Falſe, as are not neceſſary to Salvation. 
But, 1. if they are not Neceſſary ; where is the 
Neceſſity of making Decrees about them; and to ex- 
ctude from external Communion thoſe ho expreſs 
their Diſſent from them? And where is the harm 
of ſhewing that thoſe Decrees are Necdleſi, or Wrong? 
2. Diſſenters may be, and are ſometimes fo weak, 
as to think that the Points about which they differ 
are neceſſary; tho the Church does not. But, 3dh, 
ſappoſe they eſteem thoſe Points only Important ; 
is not that Neaſon enough for their thinking them- 
ſelves oblig d to ſpeak out freely what they think 
about them ? And where then can be the Right 

of requiring ſuch a Silence? Oh 
3 Me. de la Motte accuſes me of reckoning the 
ſacred Miniſtry amongs? uſeleſs and indifferent Things, 
p. 30. Not at all, when Mrnifters do not pretend 
to Lord it over the Confciences of their Heaters, 
and: do not enflame them againſt their Neighbours, 
Cc. But, when they do; I own; I reckon it, not 
only amongſt »fe/eſs and iniliferent Things, but al- 
ſo among the moſt pernicious And I would fain 
ask Mr. de la M. whether, when the ſacred Mini 
hath no other effect, but to prejudice the 
Minds, and to poiſon the Hearts, of the general 
lity of Hearers, as it does confeſſedly in the Church 
of Rome, for Inſtance; whether, I ſay, this be not 
worſe even than an Indifferent or Uſeleſs Thing? 
4.1 had ask d Mr. Graverol, whether, when Chriſt 
gave us the Goſpel of Peace, hit deſign' was to give it 
ar a Standard of * Diviſion and Schiſm, amon 
thoſe who equally profeſs to receive and ſubmit to it! To 
this Mr. de la M. returns a: very entertaining An- 
ſwer. 1ſt! He owns, on the one Hand, that diffe- 
rence of Opinions will be unavoidabte,-as long a. 
Men have the Bruin differently fram d; and on the o- 
ther, that the Intentions of the God of Peace, when he 
gave them the Goſpel; could be no vrher than thatit ſhould 
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breed Peace among them. From whence it evidently 
follows (contrary to what Mr. de la M. would con- 
clude in this Place) that thoſe unpeaceable Chriſti- 
ans, who make the Goſpel a Standard of Diviſion and 
Schiſm, upon the account of ſuch Differences, as will 
be unavoidable as long as Men have the Brain diffe- 
rently fram'd, do not obey the Will of the God of 
Peace. 2dly, © God, ſays he, knew very well that 
.... Men are naturally Corrupt, and would not fail 
to take Occaſion from his Goſpel to divide a- 
* mong themſelves, and to ſet themſelves againſt 
© one another ... he foreſaw the Evil, and did not 
think it neceſlary, nor fitting, to remedy it. Do 
© not you pretend to be wiſer than he; nor to 
bring all Men to a perfect Harmony, and Peace. 
Every one may ſee that, by this fine Reaſoning, 
the ſacred Miniſtry, and preaching againſt al Vices, 
is render d uſeleſs, and even declar'd injurious to the 
Wiſdom of the Almighty. As if, from his foreſee- 
ing that Men ſhould be naturally Weak, and Corrupt; 
and from his not thinking it neceſſary, nor fitting, to pre- 
vent the uncharitable Diviſions that would ariſe a- 
mong them from their //eakneſs and Corruption, it 
ſhould follow that, when they perſecute and ex- 
communicate other Chriſtians, upon the account 


of ſuch differences of Opinion as are unavoidable, they 


are not guilty of Schiſm; and that we ought not 
to uſe our beſt Endeavours to cure them of their 
Weakneſſes, and to prevent the ill Effects of their 
Corruption; and to inſpire them with that peacea- 
ble Miſdom, which Chriſt hath ſo earneſtly recom- 
mended to his Followers; but to which they are 
often ſo great Enemies, and Strangers to? But 
enough. 

I ſhall now conclude the whole with this impor- 
tant Reflexion, viz. that this whole Affair ſhews, 
to a Demonſtration, that Proteſtants will ever be 
Inconfiſtent with Themſelves, and at Variance among 


'Them- 
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Themſelves, till they 47 Center in Chatholick Charity; 
or Latitudinariſm; or (to uſe the great Chillingworth's 
Words, p. 299. who, as Bright a Convert, and as 
Formidable as he was to the Church of Rome, if he 
had livd in our Days, would have undergorie the 
Fate of thoſe amongſt us, who have becen eſteem'd 
and repreſented as Emiſſaries from that Church itſelf; 
To uſe, I ſay, this great Man's Words ;) that they 
rannot find any Reſt for the Sole of their Foot, but upon 
this Rock only. Till they declare, with that gene- 
rous · ſpitited Latitudinarian, (a Name, which hath 
reflected Glory upon the Greateſt and Beſt Meri 
the Reformation, and the Church of England in parti- 
cular, ever had,) that by the Religion of Proteſtants 
they do not underſtand the Doctrine of Luther, or Cal- 
vin .. . nor the Articles of the Church of England, 
no nor the Harmony of Proteſtant Confeſſions ; but that 
toherein they all agree ... i. e. the Bible: Till they 
do actually take no Man's Liberty of Judgment from 
bim: Till they come to think zo Man the worſe 
Man, nor the worſe Chriſtian, and to Love no Mai 
the leſs; for differing in Opinion from them: In a Word, 


till they make this the Only Article of their Confeſ. 


Fons of Faith, viz. I am fully aſſured that God det 
not, and therefore that Men ought not to require anj 
more of any Man than this, To believe the Scripture 
to be God's Word, to endeavour to find the true Senſe of 
it, and to live according to it : They will be for ever 
Unſettled in their Principles, and Split among them- 
| Telves ; and conſequently, unable both to defend 
their Cauſe, and to unite their Strength againſt 
the Common Enemy. But, let all Men believe the 
Scripture, and that only, and endeavour to believe it 
in the true Senſe, and require no more of others, and 
they ſhall find this not only a better, but the Only 
means to ſuppreſs Hereſy, and riſtore Unity, Fot 
he that believeth the Scripture fincerely, and endeavours 
to believe it in the true Senſe, cannot poſſibly be at 
WE” | 8 
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Heretick. And if no more than this were required of 
any Man, to make him capable of the Church's Commus-« 


nion, then All Men fo qualify d, though they were dif- 


ferent in Opinion, yet - notwithſtanding Any ſuch dif- 
ference, Muſt be of Neceſſity in One Communion. (See 
the end of Chilingworth's Preface.) | | | 
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As ANSWER w Mr. LIo W 


RE y Lx. 


R. Lins having thought fit to write 2 
Ferch Book of 97 Pages, in Anſwer 

yy to a ſhortEng/i/b Account of Seven, con- 
a taining mere Facts; and to take above 
two Months time for a Reply, that 
might have been made in two Days, it he had had 
nothing but Truth to make out: I think it reaſon» 
able to pay ſome little regard to ſo mach Labour z 
which I ſhould have thought utterly unpardonas 
ble in Me, had I not had this preſent Oppor- 
tunity ; and had he not endeavourd to hide his 
Guilt under my pretended want of Veracity in re- 
hay Fas; ''. | 
I. I anſwer at once to that heap of groſs and 
 vifulent Abuſes, expreſs d in the loweſt and coarſeſt 
Language, f. e. to above half of his Book, in his own 
Words, p. 23. Let him give me leave to ask him, why 
be makes ſo much Noiſe ? To what purpoſe ſo many Out- 
cries, and ſo many Abuſes ? He knows better than any 


Boch, being ſuch a: mighty Man for Toleration, that 
10 ( 


Body, ben ſuppoſing him to be in the Right, 
ought to looſe the Maſtery of himſelf, much leſs abuſe 
bis Neighbour. But is there a Tung ſo wild; and 
WIR 0 
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Jo monſtrous, as to be in the Wrong, and in a Paſ 
— : 
II. He owns, p. 2. that he thought me a good Man, 
becauſe of a certain outſide of Meekneſs and Sincerity, 
which makes People inclinable to think well of me. 
that he thought he perceived in me an upright and gene- . 
rous Soul; the Reliſh of a ſolid Piety ; and what char- 
med him the moſt, a fincere Love for al Mankind; .... 
that we liv'd in ſtriti Amity for near three Tears and a 
half, converfing almoſt every Day as Boſom-Friends, and 
doing one another all good Offices we could. And he 
adds, p.30. that all my Diſcourſes breathed nothing but 
Charity and Love of our Neighbour. Here is a fine 
PiRure, drawn by the Hand of one, who does not 
deſign to flatter me. Good Appearances on my part, 
and a long Deluſion on hrs! and not one Fault, in 
all that time, againſt any Chriſtian, or Social Virtue. 
But as thoſe Outfides, ſuch as they are, have more 
and more fix d my O/d Friends, and got me every 
Day New ones, notwithſtanding ſome ſmall Loſſes 
that have befallen me; (if the loſs of falſe Friends 
mult not be accounted a great Gain ;) ſure, thoſe Diſ+ 
coveries mult be of very great Conſequence, and thoſe 
Reaſons of great Weight, which have induced Mr. 
Lions, not only to reſolve after one fingle Conver- 
ſation upon two or three very inſignificant Things, 
unfaithfully repreſented, to forſake me; (p. 11.) 
but alſo, in four or five Weeks time, according to his 
own Account, to furniſh my bittereſt Enemy with 
the Ground work of the moſt ſcurrilous and weak Sa- 
tyr againſt me. Thoſe great Diſcoveries and weighty 
Reaſons now follow. 1 | 
III. Mr. L. ſpends ſeveral Pages in ſhewing that 
we are entirely agreed, as to what occaſion'd our 
Breach, p. 22. Cc. For, he will have it that his 
charging me, in Mr. Dub's Book, p. 191. with ad- 
miring very much Mr. Malard's Books, &c. amounts 
to no more, than to my having defended Mr. Malard * 
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main Facts. He owns that he hath not ſo ill an Opi- 
nion of my Underſtanding, as to think me capable of e- 
ſpoufing all the Extravagancies and Nonſenſe of Mr. M's 
Books ; and inſtances in ſeveral Things ; and adds, 
that he will do me that piece of Juſtice with Pleaſure, 
viz. to own that, in the ſeveral Converſations we have had 
concerning Malard, 1 have ſhew'd as much Contempt as 
Mr. L. himſelf for thoſe ridiculous Calumnies, p. 18. 
And likewiſe leſſen, and palliates his other Charges, 
till he brings them down preciſely to what I have 
own'd. : oy 
IV. But, we are far from being at all agreed what 
thoſe main Facts are; and all the. World muſt ſee 
how widely he is miſtaken, when he ſays, that al. 
the World muſt ſee that we are agreed what they are: 
p. 19. For, according to him, p. 19. they muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be theſe, viz. that the . Refugees are a publick 
Plague; that they are guilty of the blackeſt Crimes; that 
they are ſworn Enemies to all good Men, and to all Con- 
verts in particular, whom they treat with the utmoſt in- 
humanity ; that the Diſtributors of the Royal Bounty are 
Robbers, and the like: for this fine Reaſon ; viz. be- 
cauſe, if this be alſo excepted, there will remain nothing 
in Mr. Malard's Books, which can be call'd by. the 
Name of main Fafts, Now, to ſhew the Weakneſs, 
if not Wickedneſs, of this Man, I need only. to 
obſerve, 1. That Theſe are general and bitter Iuve- 
tives of an Unhappy Starving Man; which never 
certainly uſe to be accounted Facts, or to come 
under that Denomination. 2. That, as Mr. . 
contradicts himſelf fooliſhly, by having now ſo id 
an Opinion of my Underſtanding, as to think me capable 
of miſtaking Invettives for Fatts.; ſo, he furniſhes 
me with a good Demonſtration that Inever undertook 
to him in Converſation, to prove or maintain any 
ſuch Points as theſe; conſidering that he is forc'd 
to exert all his Skill in Logick, to faſten it upon 
Q 2 me, 
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me, by a ridiculous Inference. 3. What I under 
ſtood, and what every Body, except Mr. L. 
muſt underſtand, by Mr. Malard's main PFatts, 
I will not take the Trouble to reckon up; becauſe 
they may be ſcen in his Apologies, and are fitter to 
be told by his Attorney, than by one who defends 
| himſelf, and hath been already forc'd too much to 

weary his Engliſh Reader with this ſort of things. 
I will bring the Matter to a ſhort Iſſue with Mr. L. 
I will grant him the moſt he can pretend to, viz. 
that he told me the Subſtance of what Mr. Dub. hath 
fence alledg d in his Book, in Anſwer to thoſe main 
Fatts ; (which yet is not true; for, he own'd that 
be could not anſwer them, and ſaid only that Mr. Dub. 
would.) (ſee p.1r.) I do ſay that I had as much right 
to judge, on the charitable Side, that the common Re- 
port among the French, (which is the only thing Mr. 
Dab. and Mr. Lions have as yet produc'd to — 
a great Scandal upon their Neighbour, and upon which 
I ſhould be very ſorry to receive Sentence my ſelt,) 
was inſufficient to make out his Guilt ; J had as 
much Right, I ſay, to judge this, as Mr. Lions had 
to judge the contrary, on the Uncharitable Side. I had 
as much right to ſpeak of the Unequal Treatment of 
. Converts by the French Committee, and to entertain 
this ſettled Judgment, viz. that Mr. Malard's Marriage 
is more his Misfortene than his Crime, and to ſpeak it 


ext. every where, as the Reverend Mr. Durette, who, in 


2 Letter to me, declares he thinks, and ſpeaks ſo, 
even ſince Mr. Dub's Book has been out. So that 
my differing in Judgment from Mr. I. in this 
Point, could be no reaſon at all for him imme- 
. diately to reſolve to forſake an old Friend, whom, 
he owns ſtill, he had a very great Value for; and 
who aſſur d him that he was not led by any Reſentment, 
| but by the mere love of Equity and Charity, p. 9 
Much leſs could this be a juſt Reaſon for him to 


go, a few Weeks after, and lay his Head with my 
| greateſt 
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greateſt Enemy; and to bring upon the Stage, in 


concert with him, his prodigious quick Diſce- 
very of a Tragical and Romantick Plot of mine, 
and of my ſalying out of a Hellih Commu- 
nity, like axother Garnet, to blow up all the Re- 
fugees, who confi of Io0000 Men in the Two King« 
doms ; or to uſe Mr. L's own Words, of my furious 
and implacable Hatred, and of my deſigning to do 
ſomething equivalent to cutting the Throat to (hun- 
dred Thouſand) innocent Men: To do this, I ſay, 
as ſoon as I had begun to ask ſome good Proofs of 
2 great Scandal upon a miſerable Convert; even tho 
Mr. L. had entertained, from the firſt Moment of 
our Acquaintance, ſuch a good Opinion of me, as 
I can ever wiſh any Man to have ; and therefore 
approv'd of All my Diſpoſitions towards the Re- 
fugees.” Which ridiculous Plot and Deſign they ſee 
now, to their great Shame, they might as well lay 
upon Mr. Durette, and indeed upon any impartial 
Man, who hath read Mr. Dub's Book, as upon 
me. If Mr. Liens had really had that regard to 
the ſacred Name of Friendſhip, which he does not 
bluſh now to boaſt of; even ſuppoſing I had been 
as much out in my Judgment, as he can ever pre- 
tend me to have been; he ſhould ſtill have put the 
beſt Conſtruction upon this Action of mine, which, 
this ſtrange Man owns even now, is capable of 2 
very good one. He ſhould have conſider d, that J 
' excepted my Friends, and thoſe who had not declar'd a- 
gainſt Mr. M. p. 22. whom I might think to be 
very numerous. He ſhould have hop'd, at leaſt, 
that there was ſome Truth in what I ſaid, when 
1 aſſur d him that I was not led by any Reſentment, but 
by the mere love of Equity and Charity. He ſhould 
have ſaid (what he would have me ſay, before he 
hath given me reaſon enough to ſay ſo, but what 
I will ſay with Pleaſure, when he hath convinc'd 
me, and the. equitable Part of the World, of the 


Truth 
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Truth of what Mr. Dub. and he advance againſt 
their Neighbour ; ) viz. that my Compaſſionate Temper 
had led me into an Error, p. 28. And, above all, 
he ſhould have given me more Time to conſider ; 
and have waited till Mr. Dub's threatned unan- 
ſwerable Book was come out. But the Truth of 
the matter is, I believe, now unwarily confeſs'd 
by himſelf, viz. That he was every Day upbraided 
for continuing to vifit ſuch a Man as I was. And, as 
there are very few who can withſtand the perperual 
Teazings, or Allurements, of a Body of Men; or un- 
dergo the Fatigue of having every Day new Ex- 
counters with a Formidable Tobe (La Gent Refugice, 
in Mr. Lions's Language ;) ſo, it ſeems Mr. L. could 
not continue longer to be Proof againſt them; but 
yielded at length to theſe daily Upbraidings ; and to 
make amends for the great Crime of former Friexd- 
ſhip, turn'd himſelf into a bitter Enemy. 

V. Mr. Lion, beſtows upon me much of his 
civil Language, for having Falffied the Words of 
the Certificate he gave to Mr. Malard, and attri- 
butes this to my great Cunning, &c. His Words 
are: I certify that M. Malard hath embrac'd our Re- 
ligron Eight Tears ago. And ſpeaking to Mr. L. of 
that Certificate, (Third Def. p. 103.) I ſay; How 
can you juſtify your declaring, you have known Mr. 
Malard for Eight Tears together, &c. This is given 
as a Sample of my Art in changing and falfifying every 
thing, in order to accommodate it to my Purpoſes, and 
of my Jeſuitiſm, &c. But my good Friend does 
not mind that, in the aforeſaid Page, I am rela- 
ting a Converſation that paſs'd between us; in which 


I ſpoke without Book, and might not remember 


exactly, but miſtake one Word, which is implied 
in the very giving of a Certificate, for another, This 
 inconfiderable Miſtake, of which Mr. L. did not 
at all complain then, was not worth mending ; 


even ſuppoſing I had been aware of it. But, ha- 
| 1 ving 
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ving not the Book by me, when I wrote, I could 
not be ſo. And ſince it is evident that there could 
be no. Art in this, becauſe the very Words of the 
Certificate would have ſervd my Defign in that 
Queſtion to him, full as well, as the Words I 
uſed ; and becauſe no one can be a Witneſs to cer- 
tify to the World that Another has been a Prote- 
ſtant, and that he knew no II by him, for Eight Tears, 
without having himſelf known him for Eight Tears : 
I therefore hope Mr. L. will be ſo good as to lay 
the Fault of this upon my Memory, and not exag- 
gerate a Matter of no Conſequence, nor call his 
Neighbour's Honeſty in queſtion for nothing. 

VI. Mr. Lions refers the determination of this 
whole Quarrel between us, to the Judgment of Two 
or Three Miniſters among my Friends, Malard only ex- 
cepted ; and if they condemu him, he paſſes his Word 
that he will make me what Satisfaftion I pleaſe, and 
Atone for all his Sins againſt Friendſhip, p. 3. What 
kind of Men Mr. Lions converſes with I know 
not ; and therefore will not be poſitive that they 
do not Applaud him for what he hath done in 
this Affair. But I can aſſure him, that not only 
Tuo or Three Miniſters among my Friends, but that 
all the Miniſters, and every individal Perſon I am 
acquainted with, both among the French and the 
| Engliſh, ſeverely condemn him. So that, if he hath 
any regard to this ſolemn Promiſe, he may ſafely 
begin the Work of Repentauce, and make, if he can, 
ſome proportionable Amends to injured Friendſhip. 

VII. I had related ſeveral Facts, p.99. in order to 
prove how fincerely I was his Friend; and that he ſeem'd 
to. be entirely mine. He denies the 1ſt, and gives 
ſuch a Demonſtration of the, Falfity, as is a very good 
one of the Truth, of it. And had he put me up- 
en the Proof of it, I would have ſaid juſt what 
be ſays, and what he told me, and what I know 


to have been true of him, for ſome time, We are a- 
greed 
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greed as to the zd. The zd, he knew nothing of, till 
rinted it; and yet fooliſhly concludes from it, both 
that he hath been Proof againſt a great Temptation 


far eſpouſing a bad Cauſe; and that I contraditt my 


ſelf, when I infinuate that he hath turn d againſt me. 
out of baſe and infamous Motives, p. 36. The 4th he 
owns ; and only adds, that he was of the Biſhop of 
Batigor's Smiments, (which he ſums up in a few 
Propofitions,) before he had read his Writings : that 
he Knows of no Proteſtant but who agrees with him in 
this, and even that it is viſible that the Propoſitions con- 
trary to the aforemention'd Doctrines are mere Popery. He 
ſays alſo, with relation to Dr. Clarke's Books, that he 
bath a good Number of them, which he reads every Day, 
and admires ..., that he commended very much (in 


our Converſations) the Method of the Doctor in his 


Keripture - Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity; © which 


ſeem d to him to be the beſt calculated to lead us into the 


Knowledge of all what God hath been pleas'd to reveal 


to us about this Myſtery ; with which we ought to be con- 


tented; as he bas diſcarded all ſcholaſtick Notions and 
Terms, and metaphyſical Reaſonings, (which, in Mr. 


Lions / Opinion, ſerve only to darken that great Myſte- 


7y, and to reuder it a Thouſand times more impenetrable 
than it is in it felf ;) and hath confin d himſelf to 
the ag fot us the Senſe of Scripture : in which, 
whether the Doctor hath always ſucceeded, Mr. L. 
leaves it to mote learned Men than himſelf to determine, 
p. 55 but ſolemuly declares that he hath always dete* 
fted.... Arianiſm and Socinianiſm. Mr. L. calls this, 
wot to be of Dr. Clarke: Sentiment. But it is plain, that 
he calls it ſo out of a new Panick Fear. For, he 
may very well approve the Doctor's Method, &c. 
or (which is all one) be of his Sentiment, and yet 
not to be juſtly chargeable with Arianiſm, or H. 
cinianiſut. But, what is much more amazing, and 
indeed very entertaining too, is, that Mr. Lion 


could ever take into his Head that I meant it - 


[113] 
a great Reproach, when I told him of his highly 
eſteeming my Lord, and the Reverend Dr. Clarke ; 
and make a long and grave Apology for it, in an- 
ſwer to me, in which he tells me, amongſt other 
things, that, if this be a Crime, he ſhall have the Com- 
fort of the Miſerable, viz. to ſuffer in good Company : 
That the whole Pariſh of St. James's, aud the whole 


Town, admire Dr. Clarke's Preaching : That the Prince 


and Princeſs ſeem to be very much pleas'd with it ; at 


leaſt, liſten very attentively, and do not loſe one Mord of 


what he ſays. After which, and a long witty Syl- 
logiſm, about the great Indignity I have ofter'd to 
Dr. Clarke, in telling the World that Mr. Lions 
highly eſteem d that excellent Man; he goes on thus: 


This is the manner in which he (Mr. P.) treats one of 


his greateſt Benefactors. This is his return for the Favours 
he hath receiv'd from him, He matters not to brand 
him, and to wound him in the tendereſt Place. ..... Is 
there the leaſt Sentiment of Humanity in this Breaſt ? After 
ſuch an Action, I do not doubt but we ſhall ſee him one 
of theſe Days lift up his Heel againſt the good Prelate, 
_ who hath receiv'd him into his Houſe, p. 39. The more 
I think of it, continues he, the leſs I am able to con- 
ceive why he (Mr. P.) is ſo much diſpleas'd at my eſteem- 
ing the Writings of theſe tuo great Men; i. e at my 
having Underſtanding and good Senſe. ..... 1 do not 
believe (ſays he) that Malard, as Malard as he is, had 
ever ſuch an extravagant Fancy, p. 43. Nor I neither, 
indeed: But my good Friend will be pleas'd to 
mind that all this comes wholly out of his own 


Brain, which he has ſuffer d to be heated intoProphecy 


of my future Behaviour, even at the Expence of All 
Candour and Charity. If he has Underſtanding and 
good Senſe, Poor Man! he might have ſeen that 

could not mean That for a Reproach, which I 
brought as an Argument of our Agreement in our 
Sentiments ; unleſs he will ſuppoſe that I meant to 
abuſe my ſelf. Tho it is _—_ enough to tejoice =» 
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ſee a violent Enemy make himſelf thoroughly Ridi. 
culous ; I truly pity him. | 
VIII. As Mr. Lions does nothing but repeat what 
5 Mr. Rouire's Orator hath ſaid of my Abilities and 
Writings; I refer him to what 1] have already 
anſwer d to him; and ſhall only add that, after ſuch 
a Book as he has now oblig'd the World with, he 
ſhould not, in pity to himſelf, have touched at all 
upon this Point, which is entirely foreign to the 
purpoſe. I hope I ſhall be forgiven, if I ſay that 
this Man, who repreſents Me as a Blockhead, &c. 
p. 85. will be as much at a loſs to reconcile what 
he ſays, p. 42. and 86 with what he ſays, p. 85. 
and 89. as to reconcile his former Proteſtations of 
an uncommon Eſteem, (which I could force him to 
remember, by putting him in mind of a great 
many undeniable Circumſtances, if there was any 
occaſion for it,) with his preſent Contempt; ; which 1s 
nothing indeed but a ridiculous Afectamon. But I 
think, I can tell him, without any, that, whatever 
Opinion I had of him formerly, is Point of Senſe, 
(in which I have told him, even ſince on ture, 


r 
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that he exceeded very much Mr. Rouire; N 
gives me great Reaſon nod to queſtion 
think tha: he loſt both his Memory and UnZv: 
ing, at the ſame time that he loſt ſomething:zMr7t 
more valuable than either of them. 
IX. I am very glad to ſee my ſelf ridiculed and 
| Bantered by Mr. L. as a Man who prides himſelf 
in ſuch Tuthu, concerning Liberty and Toleration, 
concerning Calvin, the -Synod of Dort, &c. as Pro- 
teſtants are now a Days generally enough agreed on; and 
to hear that the Truths contain d in the Dedication to 
the Pope, and in the Preface and Notes, and in my £ 
other Books, ..... are not what hath given Offence to tl 
the Refugees; but the manner .... in which 1 have h 
ſpoken of our Reformers, . . . and Synods, Cc. p.45. a, 


or, let but Mr. L. procure from them ſome _ Ic 
ic 
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lick Mark of their Approbation of the Things; and 
Iwill immediately give up the manner in which, 
if there was any thing too vehement and roo 
hard, it might well be attributed to that excuſable 
Miſtake of mine, Mr. I. ſpeaks of, p. 3. viz. that 
Inveterate Evils require violent Remedies; and for 
which I have made to the Refugees all the Satisfa- 
ction I could poſſibly make, without giving up 
the Things, in the fifth Section of my firſt Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape. So that, if Mr. L. can be look'd upon 
as a true Interpreter of their Sentiments, we are 
all agreed, and our mutual Diſcontents are at an 
end. But, tho' I am pleas'd with this very 
Thought; I cannot yet but fear, notwithſtanding 
all Mr. {. ſays, that there is but little Truth in 
it: eſpecially conſidering what hath happen'd in 
the Caſe of Mr. Durette. 

X. Mr. L. owns as much as I deſire, viz. that 
be hath often tall d, aud groan'd, with me over the 
ſhameful Divifions that reign, more or leſs, among Pro- 
teſtants ; aud that Spirit of St and Party with which 
they are animated, and which induces them to hate and 
perſecute one another for things of very little Moment, and 
in which eternal Salvation is not concern'd. But, con- 
rinues he, theſe Reflections did not affect the French 
Clergy more than other Proteſtants, and even pointed at 
them much l:ſs, p. 48. And then follows an Enco- 
mium of the French Clergy, as being perhaps, of all 
Proteſtants, thoſe who have moſt Charity and Compaſſion 
for their Diſſenting Brethren ; of which I ſolemnly 
declare I never heard one Word before trom Mr. 
L's Mouth. 

XI. However, in order to make this Enccmium 
good, he thinks fit nou to leſſen almoſt to nothing 
the Perſecution rais'd againſt his late Coin, which 
he was formerly wont, with very good reaſon, to 
aggravate to the Jaſt Degree; and to turn his 
loudeſt and moſt outrageous Exclamations againſt 
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me, only for having repreſented him complaining 
to me, that hy Uncle (I ſhould have ſaid his 


| Couſin) had been Excommunicated, and Deprived of his 
Livelihood by the French Churches in London: Mere. 


as, ſays he, this Fault was committed only by one 


Confiſtory, or rather, by one or two Perſons of that 


Conſiſtory. The other French Churches, far from ha- 
ving any Hand in this Action, were very much offended 
at it; as well as the reſt of the French Refugees. I. 


fs known that All the French Clergy, and the Confiſtory 


of the Savoy in particular, were extreamly griev d at 
the Treatment of this good Man; and took vaſt Pains 


to have him reſtor d. Now to ſhew the ſhameleſs and 


mere Prevarication of this Man, I muſt ſuppoſe, 
1ſt, That, when he led me into the Knowledge of 
this Affair, (of which I had never heard before 
he lent me his Couſin's Books about it,) he re- 


preſented: it to me in its true Light. 2dly, That 


he was then thoroughly acquainted with it, ha- 
ving been himſelf not only a witneſs to it, but alſo 
deeply concern d it. 3dly, That he is zow per- 
fectly well acquainted with his late Coufin's Books 
upon this Affair, and with Mr. Miſſon s, whom he 
highly and very deſervedly commends, p. 55. and 
that, as he knows them to have been unanſwer d; 


ſo, he thinks, as every Body elſe does, that they 


are unanſwerable; and have put this matter 
in the Fulleſt and Fairef? Light. Now, 1/2, His 
Couſin lays the Guilt upon Three Conſiſtories, i. e. 
Forty both Miniſters and Elders, p. 15. and 75. and 
Names Four Miniſters, whom he proves to be Men 
of the Blackeſt Character. 2dly. By his applying to 
himſelf Pſalm Ixxi. 7. I am become a Monſter unto 
Many, &c. (p. 26.) He gives plainly to underſtand 
that the Uproar againſt him was almoſt Univerſal. 
It is true, as Mr. IL. ſays, that this Good Man was 
willing to refer the whole matter to the other French 


Churches; in which he hop'd that the Majority 
could 


— — 


[117] 


could not be ſo eaſily prevail'd upon to commit the 


Groſſef? and the moſt Crying Injuſtice; and which, 


he might well ſuppoſe, were not engag'd in the 


particular Plot of the three Conſiſtories, tor taking. 


away his Place from him, in order to give it to 
a very profligate Man, (lee his Apol.) It is true al- 
ſo, that the Confiſtory of the Savoy inter pos d, at laſt, 
to have him reſ:or d. But Mr. IL. cannot but know, 
that what Mr. Miſſon, whoſe Integrity and Candenur 
he deſervedly expreſſes a very great Opinion of, 
witneſſes is true, p. 55. vz. that this particular 
Perſecution againſt his Couſin was only a Branch of 
the General one againſt the French Prophets; and 
that the Conſiſtory of the Savoy, who were the chief 
Authors of this, were forced to interpoſe at laſt in 
his Behalf. Again, Mr. L. cannot but know, that, 
as Mr. Miſſon always repreſents the Heinouſneſs of 
this particular and General Perſecution in the moſt 
lively Colours, and in the ſtrongeſt Terms poſ- 
ſible ; ſo, he limits the Extenſiveneſs of it, as little as 
it is well poſſible for an equitable Writer, who 
charges a Fault upon a Body of Men. 

And, to be fully convinc'd of this, the Reader 
needs but to caſt his Eye upon the few Paſſages, 
taken out of ſeveral Books of Mr. Miſſon; which 
Mr. Lions's Aſſurance in denying, and miſrepreſent- 
ing Facts, at the very time that he is moſt bit- 
terly complaining of others upon that very Ac- 
count, makes it neceſſary for me to quote in the 
Margin. By theſe Paſſages it appears that Mr. 


Lions 
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* © I] bave given the Reaſons which ſhew, that the Perſe- 
* cution the Prophets bave ſuffered ſrom their Brethren 
the Refugees, and which hath extended to a great many 
other Perſons, is more Unaccountable, and more Inhu- 


* man, than that which they have ſuffered in their Coun- 
I 11. 
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Lions prevaricates ſtill more, when he ſays, that 
this worthy Gentleman, who undertook the Defence 
of the Oppreſſed, out of a mere Principle of Gene- 
roſity, and who would have had his Houſe pull'd 
down by a French Mob, headed by ſome of the 
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try.“ (Sentiments, p. 14.) * Mere Intereſt and Love of 
Money ws the Occafion of it.” (Ib. and Plainte, p. 66.) 
© ] Swear that I have never met with ſo valt an Exam- 
ple, and ſo horrid a Complication of All ſorts of Iniqui- 
ties, as 1 bave been witneſs to, and as have ſwarm'd in 
the League of the Oppreſlors.” (Pl. p. 96.) © The ſanctify d 
Enormities which theſe Men were guilty of, viz. Curſes, Ca- 
lumnies, Enormous Defamations, wild and ridiculous Excom- 
.munications ; falſe and cruel Accuſations and Law-ſuits ; 
Subornations; Falſe Oaths ... Prophanations; Inſurrecti- 
ons, and publick Aſſaults; Perſecutions of all Kinds, and 
of long continuance, to the utter ruin and deſolation of great 
many boneſt Men,” 8c. (Sent. p. 14.) * Tho' ALL the French 
Miniſters have had the Misfortune þ 4 being engag'd in ſome 
degree in the League; all bave not ſhew'd themſelves equal- 
ly Furious and Uuruly. Many have been Silent; which may 
be accounted ſomething, conſidering the Extent of the very 
© great prevailing Corruption, and the Univerſal Awe and 
« Terror that there bath been upon this Occaſion.” (Pl. p. 55.) 
« What I charge upon the boneſi Men who have the great miſ- 
fortune of being Members of the famous Conſiſtory (of the 
Savoy) is their Weakneſs and Indolence. They are not the 
Authors of the Evils contriv'd by the League; but they are in 
© ſome meaſure its Abettors; having wanted the Courage and 
© Generofity, whichevery one ought to have upon ſuch Occaſions, 
to oppoſe the Deſigns of the Wicked. I do not reckon in the 
League neither the Conſiſtories of All the French Churches, 
© without Exception; alths' Thoſe Companies, ſpeaking in Ge- 
« neral, ba ve had the misfortune to come into the League. 
(Pl. p. 41.) hat did the Dragoons and the Loyola do, that can 
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be compared to what the Cabal of the Great Conſiſtory (of 


© the Savoy) bath done? (Pl, p. 61.) Theſe Bloody Men have 
© been ſo audacious, as to Publiſh and to Regiſter horrible Ca- 
© lamanics againſt their Brethren' (Ib. p. 53.) Mr. Miſſon means 


© that Fatal, Barbarous, Illegal, Black, Horrid, Defamatory, 
| s | Au- 
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Better Sort, if not timely reſcued by the Govern- 
ment, upon that account, fuffered only from ſome 
hidden Enemies; and did not involve in the Guilt 
the French Clergy, and the French Refugees in gene- 
ral. Now, if All that Mr. Miſſon hath ſaid of 
the French Clergy, and of the French Refugees in ge- 
neral, (of which what I have quoted is not the 
hundreth part,) did not hinder Mr. I. from highly 
commending that very deſerving Gentleman, aud 
from giving a noble Teſtimony to his Integrity and 
Candour, and to his other rare and excellent Qualities, 

to 
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© Antichriſtian, &. Decree, (as he calls it in almoſt every 
© Page.;) by which they excommunicated All the Prophets, as 
Cheats, ad Impoſtors; and which, ſays be, p. 51. * was 
© the firſt Sparkle of an Univerſal Fire, and the unhappy Cauſe 
of an Unnetural Madnels, and of an infinite Namber of Miſ- 
cbiefs. The Popes are Petty Fellows, in Compariſon of the 
Authors of it.” (Sent. p. 19.) In what part of the World 
was this ever attempted, but in the Hell of the Inquiſition, 
and amongſt Us? (Mel. p. 34.) © What! Whenſoever Cabals 
will take Poſſeſſion of the Minds of the Multitude, and ſet it 
looſe, in a ſeditious Manner, in order to run down and cruſh 
whom they pleaſe; Wile Men ſhall be Silent, and Tyrann 

ſhall be exercis'd, without any Oppoſition! Who can be Me 
from a like Madneſs * What will become of the publick Safety, 
if all Mankind are thus expos'd to the Arbitrary Diſpoſal of's 
Confederated Gang, who, in open Defiance to the Laws, and 
under the ſhelter of a Train of Philacteries and Pulpits, make 
Ad vantage of the opportunity they have of ſaying any Thing 
in Publick, and of circumvening and ſeducing the Credulity 
of the Weak and Ignorant; who, far from dating to contra- 
dict them, are ſo Senſeleſs as to believe them Infallible? The 
Pope is nothing ; the Vatican and its Thunders are nothing ; 
the moſt Dreadful and the moſt Raging Inquiſition is nothing, . 
in compariſon of ſuch a Decree.” (Mel. p. 16.) * When the Ca- 
bal ſaw its Meaſures oppos'd, by a Book publiſh'd by me, a 
little after the Publication of their Decree they begun 
to ſtrengtben their League, by getting, with an unwearied 


* Labour, a ſort of an illegal and frivolous Approbation af it, 
| not 
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to which I heartily ſubſcribe : I think, I might 
have hoped, having ſaid ſo much leſs, and repeat- 
ed only what Mr. L. had told me, and muſt have 
told me, (unleſs we ſuppoſe that, in our Boſom- 
Converſations, as he calls them, he palliated this 
Affair, as he does now;) I ſay, I might have hop'd 
to have been treated by him, at leaſt, wirh ſome 
Decency : eſpecially conſidering that I could not 
expreſs myſelf more modeſtly than I did, when I 
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© not to ſay Worſe, from the Other Conſiſtories. Then aroſe 
© an Univerſal Hue and Cry of Preachers, and Billingſgate- 
« Scolds ; @ General Aſſault, and a Deluge of Perſecutions.' 
(Pl. p. 43+) © Mr. Lions had committed the pretended Crime of 
* baving ſpoken the moderate Language of Gamaliel, and of ba- 
* ving refuſed to affirm (in a Paper that was tender ed to him 
© to ſubſcribe) that Perſons, whoſe Character was not known 
© #0 bim, were Impoſtors. This Wiſe and Chriſtian Conduct 
© bad brought upon him publick Marks of Infamy, that were 
* likely to Ruin bim... . He bath now filenc'd, and brought 
© Shame upon, All bis Adverſaries, by bis viforiows Apolo- | 
gies. He bath convicted them of Baſeneſs of Soul, and Per- 
vetſeneſs of Heart, Fraud, Malice, Perjury, &c. &c. &c. 
© He hath Forced them to yeild; and bappy have they been 
to eſcape the Vengeance of the Laws, by a Publick Act of Re- 
© pentanice ...... Thoſe Formidable Men have bumbled tben- 
« ſelves; and, with the Aſſiſtance of the other Conſpirators, 
* they bave reſtor d bim. One of the Miniſters of the Wal- 
© loon-Church, (My. Teſtas) and one of the Savoy, (Mr. John 
* Dubourdicu,) Recanting, by an unavoidable Conſequence, All 
© the Falſe, Abſurd, and Deteſtable Accuſations conta in d 
© in their Decree, have been the Managers, and Inſtruments, 
© of the Satisfaction made to Mr. Lions, and of his glorious 
© Reſticution : To the eternal Shame of tbe Mortify'd Cabal of 
© the Perſecutors. (Pl. p. 83.) This will alſo ſerve as an An- 
» ſwer to the Rev. Mr. De la Motte, who bath endeavour'd, 4s 
well au Mr. Lions, to palliate the Conduct of bis Brethren 
who boafled formerly that © the pretended Prophets, and their 
© Abettors, had been proſecuted at the Suit and Chg of All 
the French Churches in this City and Suburbs. See Poſtboys 
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quoted this, as an Inſtance given to me by Mr. 
Lions, ef the Tyrannical and Perſecuting Spirit Still 
left a the French Clergy. | 

XII. Mr: L. dves-not remember upon what Occaſion he 
told me, (p. 56.) what paſs'd in acertain French Council. 
But I do: viz. when he wanted to give me an In- 
ſtance of the Spirit of Impofition ſtill left among the French 
Clergy. And his Memory is very bad indeed, if 
he does not remember at leaſt, what Al the French 
Refugees can witneſs to, viz. that, as I have always 
| had very little acquaintance among them; ſo, I 
had none, eſpecially at that time, beſides Mr. Lions, 

that could aſſure me that he ſat in that Ccuncil 
himſelf, and that the two Heads of it ſtared upon one ano- 

ther, when he gave his' Sentence, &c. enough to make 
me venture upon telling the like Particulars. As 

for the great Reverence, which he zow ſays he al- 

ways had for Ecclefiaſtical Aſſemblies; it is as in- 
conſiſtent with what he then told me, and which 

no Body elſe can well be ſuppoſed 'to have told 

me; as it is with what he tells us, in this very 
6 Book, concerning the Synod of Dort. 
i XIII. Mr. L. denies a Fut relating to his ha- 
ving ſpoken ſomething to the diſadvantage of Cal - 

vin ; taking it for granted that, if it be true, be 

ought to be ranked among the Defamers ef great Men, 

p. 63. whereas I ſaid only, that he had drop d 
ſomething againſt Calvin, and in a very modeſt Man- 

ner too: ſomething, for Inſtance, like what he hath 

ſaid of Him in this very Book. For, my Expreſ- 

ſions imply, and I meant, no more. 

= © XIV. He complains grievouſly of my having not 
mention'd the Date of an old Fat relating to the 

French Committee, with which he never had ac- 
quainted me before. And as I could not but take it 

tor granted that it muſt be known to Mr. Lions, 
and Others; ſo, I could have no Cunning, as he 
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groundleſsly ſays, in concealing it. Nor did I 
pretend to infer, from that Fa#, any thing againſt 
the preſent Diſtributors, whom I did not mention 
at all, tho' Mr, L. hath put theſe Words in Ha- 
licks, as mine; but only to relate a Matter of 
Fact, preciſely as I had it from Mr. Lions Mouth. 
The Second Fat? he owns, and only queſtions 
whether he ever ſaid that Mr. Calin Mini- 
ſter had been Unjultly depriv'd of his Penfion. But 
if I have ſaid it, continues he, I was in the Wrong; 
becauſe there is no Injuſtice in depriving a May, who 
leaves a Church, of a Penfion which was given him 
only for officiating in it, p. 68. But this is a fla- 
grant new - coined Prevarication, to patch up the 
whole Matter. For, 1f. Mr. L. ſpeaks here of 
the Time when Mr. Colin left bis Church; and 1 
have repreſented Mr. L. as charging this Ixjuſtice 
upon the Committee, after his Friend had left the 
Sthoot at ' Hackney, and had no Church, nor any 
* to live apon, as Mr. L. telis us himſelf, p. 68. 
2. This is, I dare ſay, the firſt time that the or- 
dinary Penſion, French Minifters have from the Com- 
mittee, was Call'd a Salary ; and every Body knows 
that the one is given over and above the other. 
The Archbiſhop, and the Biſhop of Londen, will 
not, I am afraid, thank Mr. Lion, for making 
them anſwerable for any Male-Adminiſtration the 
Diſtributors may be guilty of, p. 69. | 
XV. That Mr. L. ſhould be very Uneaſy at 
my printing a Letter of his of a very fre Date, 
and making it ſtare him in the Face, as ſoon as 
he joined with my Exemies againſt me; I do not 
| at all wonder. But I cannot imagine how he can 

be ſurprizd at my making no Preambles, p. 71- 
which, in ſo plain a Caſe, were not at all neceſ- 
ſary ; and at my being ſo little afraid of Diſe- 
ſting thoſe who might take my Part; p. 74- ———_ 
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I hope, there will be ver) few among them, who, 
after having had many warm Encounters againſt the 
Re Tribe on my Behalf, will be ſo unkind to 
' themſelves, as on a ſudden to encounter me, with 
all Fury and Enmity. But, Mr. L. will own that 
thoſe, who ſhould happen to do it, deſerve much 
leſs quarter than any others. He takes a very 
needleſs Trouble, and only makes himſelf more 
ridiculous ſtill, when he endeavours to ſeparate 
the Idea of the greateſt Contempt from that un- 
lucky Expreſſion of his; by quoting an Old French 
Doet, whe did not intend, ſays he, to throw any Con- 
tempt upon the Turks, by calling them, the Tribe (la 
Gent) which wears the Turbant, p. 73. For, whate- 
ver it was formerly ; that Idea is now too well tack d 
to it, for Mr. L. to move it: and I have, not only 
all the Dictionaries, to which he hath fooliſhly ap” 
ald, but the Reverend Mr. De la Motte, (ſee 
is late Book, p. 6.) and, I dare ſay, All the Re» 
fugees of this Age, for my Vouchers. So that 
Mr. L. does ſomething more to the Purpoſe, when 
he fairly begs Pardon; tho, I am afraid, he flat - 
ters himſelf too much, when, immediately after a 
few empty Words, he exclaims, without any 
more ado, in a ſort of a Rapture of Ridiculoul- 
neſs : Jou ſee, my Peace is made with the Refugees : for- 
getting that he hath told us juſt now that thoſe 
little Freedoms are what they cannot forgive, even 
tho' Apologized for; tho publickly juſtifyed by 
Others, both Friends, and Enemies; tho' taken in 
behalf of what they own to be Truth; and tho' 
accompanied with all the Signs of Steddineſs and 

Integrity. ; 
XVI. I find that Mr. L. who had heretofore 
laughed a thouſand times at Dr. Suape, and at Mr. 
Graverol, &c. for affirming that I am a Jeſuit, 
and no Proteſtam, is now come to queſtion it, 
Q 2 and 
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to the beginning of which there was one Witneſs, 
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and to be the Object of his own former Ridicule. 


As for the great Encotniums he ridiculouſly be- 
ſtows upon his Ally, Ar. Rouire, after having 
thrown the greateſt Contempt upon him heretofore; 


nothing can be more unaccountable, even conſi- 
dering nothing but what he ſays in this Book it 


ſelf. For a Man to declare, as he does, p. 78. 


that there is at leaſt a great Intricacy and Perplexity 
(Mr. L. is pleas'd to call ſo the greatef Evidence 
on my Side,) in that very Affair, in which that 
wretched Man took a ſolemn Oath; and at the 


| ſame time to declare that this very Man is a Man 


of Probity and Integrity, and the like; is to de- 
clare that there is Reaſon to doubt of his Hone- 
ſty; and yer to aſſert him to be an honeſt Man 


at the ſame time. Again, what is ſtil} more Ridi- 


culous, to pretend to have the greateſt Idea of My 
Lord's Perſon, and cry up his excellent. Preface to 


1 3d Def. (as Mr. L. does p. 88. and 89.) in 
vy 


ich Preface there is on the Biſhop's Part, a 
Declaration from his own Knowledge, and well- 
grounded Aſſurance, of the Falſity of Mr. Rouire's 
Oath;z- and of the Baſeneſs of his whole Conduct; 
and at the ſame time to pronounce Mr. Rouire to 
be a Man of great Uprightneſs and Integrity, in 


- Oppoſition ta Me. All this Inconſiſtency muſt a- 
'riſe from a due Mixture of Meanneſs of Spirit, 
and Meanneſs of Underſtanding. | 


XVII. When the Reverend Mr. Menard, (whom 


Mr. L. owns to have been in the J/rong, ſuppoling 


a Fal to be true, which I related to Mr. IL. at a 


time when he had the greateſt Opinion of my 


Veracity, and which hath not been yet contradi- 


cted,) and the Reverend Mr. Aufrere, (who, I 


dare ſay, is too honeſt a Man to deny the Purport 
of a Converſation that paſs'd between us, and 


tho 


[123510 


tho' I ſhould happen to have miſunderſtood him 
in ſome inconſiderable Particular; ) when, I ſay, 
theſe two Gentlemen ſpeak for themſelves, I ſhall 
be ready to give them all the Satisfaction they 
can reaſonably expect. 

XVIII. Mr. L. puts me in mind of the very 
great Obligations I have to my Lord; and reproaches 
me with publiſhing Lies, (ſo he calls Truths that 
bear very hard upon him,) by which I have diſ- 
graced ſu great a Name, in every Line of my Ac- 
count concerning Mr. Lions, p. 88, 89. But He, and 
his Fellow-landerers, need not fear. As I have con- 
vinced them in the Face of the World, that they 
are utterly unable, with all the united Force 
of their #unwearied Malice, to prove that I am, 
in the leaſt Inſtance, a Diſgrace to his Lordhip ; 
ſo, I ſhall never loſe the lively Senſe of thoſe 
great Obligations I have to ſo good a Patron, who 
hath. ſhew'd himſelf deaf to all their Unjuſt C/a- 
mours and Out-cries. And, 2s I know that the 
greateſt Return I can pay Him, is to diſappoint 
Them, and not to diſappoint Him; ſo, I think it 
my great Happineſs, whilſt I am thus ſurround- 
ed with an Army of fatſe Friends, and bitter 
Enemies, that He will ſee for himſelf; and my 
Duty to ſhew the World, in the ſhorteſt and plain- 
eſt manner, (as I have done here,) that A/ theſe 
neu Slanders are ſtill the impotent Efforts . of 
Wickedneſs and Malice. | 
XIX. Mr. L. complains, (as of the greateſt 
Calumny of all,) that I have repreſented him as 
having contributed more than any Body elſe, towards 
giving me the worſt Impreſſion f the Refugees, and 
eſpecially of the French Clergy ; and of Mr. Ar- 
mand Dubourdieu in particular, whoſe Friend he hath 
always been, and with whom he hath been al- 
ways ſa much linkd by the Ties of Eftcem aud Ai 


ection, 
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fection, p. 95. Now, the former part is only an In- 
ference from the Fats I have related in my Third 
Defence, which are only part of what hath paſs d 
between us. And whether that Inference be juſt, 
the Fatts — — + * ranted, _- all as 
good as granted by Mr. Z. the World mult judge ; 
and I dare ſay, All the Refugees, to a Man, will 
be this once on my Side. It is certain that I 
had, at my firſt coming, a bad Impreſſion of the 
French in general, with reſpe& to Tyranny and 
Perſecution, which is chiefly the Caſe ; and, as I 
am the moſt likely to know from whence I had 
it; ſo, I can folemnly declare, that I had it from 
no Body's Converſations more than from Mr. 
Lions's ; as it plainly appears, both from his own- 
ing, p. 48. that we often talk'd and groan'd over the 
ſhameful Drvifions that reign among Proteſtants, &c. and 
from our ſpeaking very early of thoſe Evils as 
being inveterate, with a particular, View to the 


French Refugees, p. 83. And that our Agreement 


in this was perfect all along, is unqueſtionable ; 
becauſe elſe our Frienadſbip could not ſubſiſt three 
Years and half, and more, as it did. What he 
ſays, of his having fallen out with me for their 
fake, is nothing to the purpaſe ; becauſe this 
happen'd very lateh, viz, when be was every Day 
upbraided with continuing to viſit ſuch a Man as 
I waz, As to Mr. Duborrdieuw, whoſe Friend- 
ſhip I envy him no more, than I envy Mr. 
Dubourdieu, and his Brethren, the gaining of ſuch 
Men as Mr. Rowire, and Mr. Lions, to be Falſe- 
Witneſſes againſt me: I happen very luckily to 
have two moral Demonſerations of what I have 
advanced. The firſt is, that, when Mr. L. was 
enlarging with me upon Mr. Gulbons good Cha- 
racer, and excellent Qualities, (as he boaſts he 
did, p. 7. -I quoted him (as it was wa 

oc 


* 
6 
tor me not to do) Mr. Dabourdiems famous 
Preface, in which he hath repreſented Mr. G. 
in the worſt Colours poſſible, And Mr. L. in 
order to defend him, could not avoid deſtroy- 
.ing, and actually deſtroyed, Mr, Dubourdieu's 
Character: wondering that I could cite, againſt 
ſuch a Man as Mr. G. the Words of a Perſon, 
who had no Credit, nor Character, for the leaſt. 
Degree of Veracity. The ſecond is, that Mr. 
L. entertaind me with comical Paſſages of Mr. Du» 
bourdicu's ſecret: Hiſtory ; particularly of his keeping 
d Home for fear of the Baillies; and giving out that 
. be was Writing about ancient Liturgies, (Third Def. 
p. 115.) Which Fact, that is alone ſufficient 
to ſhew that Mr. L. could have no efteem for him, 
Mr. L. owns, by his not ſo much as having at- 
tempted to contradict it. I might add many other 
Inſtances. But theſe are enough to ſhew, thar 
Mr. L. is never more Angry, than when he is the 
moſt Guilty. 9 | | 
Let him therefore take now to himſelf All his 
Groaxs, and Pity, and great Wrath, which his great 
Friendfbip with, and Eſteem for Mr. Dubourdieu, 
have kindled into ſomething very Horrid, and very 
Melancholy to ſee. And let him alſo remember, that 
Fafts are ſtubborn Things; not to be run down 
by ſuch Foul and ' Outrageous Language, as the 
loweſt Dregs of Scandal and Infamy can hardly 
match: and which I fhall take no farther notice 
of, than to forgive it. I am ſorry to ſee it thus 
Faſhionable amongſt a certain fort of Men, to en- 
ter into Converſation, and to ſay things with 
the utmoſt Freedom, and then to deny them 
again. Mr. Lions, of all Men, ſhould have 
remember'd, the Behaviour of ſome Mzn, in 
old Mr. Lions's ever memorable Affair: (ſee his 
Apol. and Mr. Miſon's Books.) And this wy 
| ve 
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